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_ gloomy folitude; theſe, on the W PETR 8 RE 


together s the veny meaneſt of them axe found 
to unite in each other's defence ; and the hare 
itfelf is a gregarious animal, in theſe countries 
where it has no other enemies but the beaſts of : 
the foreſt to guard againſt. DE 
As the food of ruminant animals is entirely 
of the vegetable kind, and as this is very cally 
procured, io theſe ua ſeem naturally more 
indolent and leſs artful than thoſe of the carnivo- 
rous kinds; and as their appetites are more ſim- 
ple, their inſtincts ſeem to be leſs capable of va- 
riation. The fox or the wolf are for ever prow- 
ling; their long habits of want give them a 
degree of ſharpneſs and cunning; their life is 
a continued ſeene of fFratagem, and eſrape: but 
the patient ox, or the deer, enjoy the repaſt 
that Nature has abundantly provided; certain 
of ſubſiſtence, and content with ſecuritr. 
an appetite. for ſuch coarſe and fimple nutri- 
ment, ſo ſhe has enlarged the capacity of the 
ůnteſtines, to take in a greater ſupply. In the 
. carnjvorous kinds, as their food- is nourifhing 
and juioy, their ftomachs. are but ſtall, and 
_ their inteſtines ſhort; but in theſe, whoſe - 
paſture is coarſe, and where much muſt be ac- 
cumulated before _ aut of nouriſlimont | 


RUMINATING ANIMALS. 2 


kan be obtained; their ſtomachs are large and 
numerous, and their inteſtines long and muſ- 
eular. The bowels: of a ruminating animal 
may be confidered as an elaboratory, with 
veſſels in it, fitted for various tranſmutations. 
I requires a long and tedious proceſs before 


Fgraſs can be tranſmuted into fleſh ; and for this 


purpoſe; Nature, in general, has furniſhed 
ſuch animals as feed upon gras, with four 
ſtomachs, through which the food ſucceſſively 
Falles arid undergoes the proper ſeparations. 
Of the four ſtomachs with which ruminant 
animals are furniſhed; the firſt is called the 
paunch, which receives tlie food after it has 
been lightly chewed ; the ſecond is called the 
5 -oinh; and is properly nothing more than 
a continuatiori of the former: theſe two, which 


are very capacious, the animal fills as faſt as it 


can, and then lies down to ruminate ; which 


may be properly conſidered as a kind of 'vo- 


miting without effort or pain. The two ſto- 
machs above-mentioned being filled with as 

much as they can eontain, and the graſs, which 
was ſlightly chewed, beginning to ſwell with 
the heat of the ſituation, it dilates the ſtomachs, 
and theſe again contract upon their contents. 
The aliment, thus ſqueezed, has but two paſ⸗- 
| ſages to nu at; one into the third ſtomach 
9 2 
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which is very narrow ; and. the other Sk by 
the gullet, into the mouth, which is wider. 
T he greateſt quantity, therefore, is driven. back 
through the largeſt; aperture into the mouth, 
to be chewed a ſecond time; while a ſmall part, 
and that only the moſt liquid, 18 driven i into the 
third ſtomach, through the orifice which is 
ſo ſmall. The food which is driven to the 


5 mouth, and chewed A ſecond time, is thus ren- 


dered more ſoft than moiſt, and becomes at laſt 
liquid: enough. to paſs into the conduit that goes 
to the third ſtomach, where it undergoes a ſtill 
farther comminution. In this ſtomach, Which 
1s, called the manyfold,. from the number of its 
leaves, all which tend to promote digeſtion, 
the graſs, has the appearance of boiled ſpinage, 
but not yet ſufficiently reduced, ſo as to make 
a part of the animal's nouriſhment: it re- 
quires the operation of the fourth ſtomach for 


this purpoſe,. where it undergoes a complete 


maceration, and is n en to be turned into 


ah vle. 


1 But 1 wy Din 22g les polls oy in 5 


another reſpect, in fitting the inteſtines of theſe | 
animals for their food. In the carnivorous 
- kinds they are thin and: lean; but in ruminating 
2 animals they are frogs ar an well e 
„ is | | R YG at ed 
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with füt. Every precaution "ark Akad that 
can help their digeſtion: their ſtomach is ſtrong 
and muſcular, the more readily to act upon its 
contents; their inteſtines are lined with fat, the 
better to. preſerye their warmth ; -and they are 
extended to a much greater N ſo as to 
extract every part of that nouriſhment which 
their vegetable food. fo ſcantily ſupplies. © © 2 
In this manner are all quadrupedes of the 
= cow, the theep, ox the deer kind, ſeen to ru- 
minate; being thas furniſhed with four ſto- 
machs, for the macerating of their food. Tueſe, 
therefore, may moſt properly be called the ru- 
minant kinds, _although there are many others 
chat have this quality in a leſs obſervable de- 
gree. The rhinoceros, the camel, the horſe, 
the rabbit, the marmotte, and the ſquirrel, alt 
chew the cud by intervals, although they are not 
furniſhed with ſtomachs like the former. Hut N 
not theſe alone, there are numberleſs other ani- 
mals that appear to ruminate; not only birds, 
but fiſhes, and inſects. | Alan: birds are * 
pelican, the ſtork, the heron, the pigeon, and 
the turtle; theſe have a power of diſgorging 
their food to feed their young. Among fiſhes 
are lobffers, crabs; and that fiſh called the do- 
: rado. The — alſo is faid. to be of this 
; B KS: 
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number: and, if we may believe Ovid; the | 


ſcarus likewiſe ; of which he a;: 


of all the fiſh that graze beneath the food 
He only ruminates his former food. 


of inſets; the ruminating tribe is Kill her: | | 
the mole, the cricket, the waſp, the drone, the 


7 bee, the graſh opper, and the beetle. All theſe 


animals either actually chew the cud, or ſeem ; 
at leaſt to ruminate. They have the ſtomach 


compoſed of muſcular fibres, 'by means whereof 


the food is ground up and down, in the ſame 
manner as in thoſe which are particularly di; | 


ſtinguiſhed by the appellation of ruminants. 


But not theſe alone; men themſelves have 
| been often known to ruminate, and ſome 

even with pleaſure. The accounts of theſe 
calamities, for ſuch I muſt conſider them, in- 


cident to our fellow creatures, are not very plea- 


ſant to read; yet 1 muſt tranſcribe a ſhort 
one, as given us by Slare, in the Philoſophical ( 


Tranfactions, as it may in ſome meaſure ſhew. 


the ſatisfaction which the lower tribes of ani - 


mals enjoy while they ruminate. The man 


in queſtion was a citizen of Briſtol, of about : 
twenty years of age, and, what ſeemed more 


extraordinary till, of a ruminating f for 


® At contro hots viſces laxantur arena, : 
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his father was frequently ſubje& to the ſame 
infirmity, or amuſetnent,'as hie himſelf perhaps 
would call it. This young man uſually began 
to chew his meat over again Within about- a 
quarter of an hour after eating. His ruminating 
after a full meal generally laſted about an hour 
and an half; nor could he fleep until this rafkc 
was: performed. The victuals, upon the re- 
turn, taſted even more pleaſantly than at firſt; 
and returned as if they had been bearen up in a 
. mortar. If he ate a variety of things, that 
- whieb he ate firſt came up again firſt; and if 
this return was interrupted for any time, it pro- 
duced fieknieſs and diforder, and he was never 
well till it returned. Inſtances of this kind, 
| however, are rare and accidental ; and it is 
happy for mankind that they are . Of all 
other animals, we ſpend the leaſt time in eat- 
ing; this is one of the great diſtinctions be- 
| tween us and the brute creation ; and eating is 
a pleaſure of fo low a kind, that none but ſuch 
as are nearly allied to the n W | 
its W 
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Ws” all ruminant adimals, thoſe of the cow. 


kind deſerve the firſt rank, both. for their. ſize, 


their beauty, and their ſervices. The horſe is 


more properly an animal belonging to the rich; 
the ſheep chiefly thrives i in a Ad. 


k, and requires 
attendance; but the cow is. more eſpecially the 
poor man's pride, his riches, and his ſupport. 


There are many of our peaſantry that have ng 


A 


other poſſeſſion but a cow; and eyen of the a 


25 


vantages reſulting from thi moſt uſeful crea- 


ture, the poor are but the nominal poſſeſſors. Zh 
Its fleſh they cannot pretend to taſte, ſince then 


their whole riches are at once deſtroyed; its | | 


calf. they are obliged to fatten for ſale, 
fince veal is a delicacy they could not make 


any pretenſions to; its very milk is wrought ; 
into butter and cheeſe for the tables of their 
8 maſters; while they have no mare even in their hos 
' own poſſeſſion, but the choice of their market, 


I cannot bear to hear the rich crying out for 


5 liberty, while they thus ſtarve their fellow rea- 


tures, and feed them up with an imaginary 
good, while they 3 the real e 
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"THE: cow: KIND; „„ 
i: Hiviehofioldiletiteannebitecthe: men are nden : 
better ſubotdination, this excellent animal is of i 
morę general advantage. In Germany; Poland, 
d Switzerland, every peàſant keeps two or 
"iis cows/not'for the benefit of his maſter, but 
for himſelf. The meaneſtlof the peaſants there 
kills one cow at leaſt for his own table, which he 
falts and hangs up, and thus preſerves as a de- 
nesey all the year round. There is ſcarce a 
cottage in thoſe countries that is not hung 
round with theſe marks of hoſpitality; and © - 
which often make the owner better contented 
with hunger, ſince he has it in his power to 
be luxurious when he thinks proper. A piece of 
beef hüng up there, is conſidered as an elegant 
piece of furniture, which, though ſeldom 
touched, at leaſt argues the poſſeſſor s opulence 
and eaſe. But it is very different, for ſome 
_ years paſt, in this! country, where our lower 
ruſtics at leaſt are utterly unable to purchaſe 
ment any part of the year, and by them even e | 
ter is conſidered as an article of extravagance. 
. The climate and paſture of Great Britain, 
hose ver, 116 excellently adapted tothis animal's 
moderate nature; and the verdlure and the fer- 
tilitcy of our plains are perfectly ſuited to the 
manner of its feeding; for wanting the upper 
e * to . in an 8 rich 


* 


10 QUADRUPEDES OF | 
paſture. - This animal ſeems but litti : art 
of the quality of its food, provided it de 09. 


plied in ſufficient abundance; it makes no par- 


ticular diſtinctions in the choice of its herbage, 


but indiſeriminately and haſtily devours the 


proper quantity. For this reaſon, in our 


paſtures, wherg iche grufs in nüther high than 


ſucculent, more flouriſhing than nutritibus, the 
co thrives admirably; and there is no part of 


Europe where the tame animal grows larger, 
yields more milk, or n ee Fe an 


with us. 


Our onſtares fu ror thang with aa 


and they in return enrich the paſture ;; for, of 
all animals, the cow ſeems to give back more 


than it takes from the foil, The horſe and the 


ſheep are known, in a courſe of years, to ĩimpo- 
 veriſh the ground. The land where they have fed 
becomes weedy, and the vegetables coarſe and 
unpalatable : on the contrary, the paſture where 


the cow has been bred, acquires a finer ſofter 


ſurface, and becomes every year more beautiful 


and even. The reaſon is, that the horſe being 
furniſhed with  fore-teeth | in the upper Jaw, 
2, only N 


nips the graſs cloſely, and, fo 
_ chooſes that which is-the moſt delicate and ten- 
der; the ſheep alſo, though, with reſpect to its 


teeth, formed like the cow, only bites the moſt 


41 
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ſocculent parts of the herbage 2 theſe animals; 
therefore, leave all the high weeds! Ai 
and while they cut the ſiner graſs too cloſely, 
ſuffer the ranker herbage to yegetate and over: 
run the paſture. But it is otherwiſe with the 
cow; as its teeth cannot come ſo- cloſe. to the 
ground as thoſe of the horſe, not ſo readily as 
thoſe of the:ſheep, which are lefs, it is obliged 
to feed upon- the: talleſt vegetahles that offer; 
| thus it eats them all down, and, in Ane levels 
the. ſurface of the paſture. | 
1 The age of the cow is known by 1 0500 
and horns. This animal is furniſhed with eight 
5 cutting teeth in the lower jaw j at the age of 
ten months, the two middlemoſt of theſe fall 
out, and are replaced by others, that are not ſo 


white, but broader; at the age of fixteen 


months, the two next f de e teeth fall out 
likewiſe,: and others come up in their room: 
thus, at the end of every ſix months, the 
creature loſes and gains, till, at the age of 
three years, all the cutting teeth are renewed, 
and then they are long, pretty white and 
equal; but in proportion as the animal ad- 
vances in years, they become irregular and 
: black, their inequalities become ſmoother, 
and the animal leſs capable of chewing its 
food. Thus the cow often declines from 
this angle cauſe; for as it is obliged to eat 
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a great deal to ſupport life, and avither Banden: 
neſs of the teeth makes the acer 
chewing great, a ſufficient quantity of food 
poor animal ſinks in the midſt of plenty, and 
every ce growes leaner and leaner, _ it 
5 dies ED: TOR, OHOESUT ³˙.1A Þ: 
The ie are Aubtbbrz and a ſurer 0 
of determining this adimals age. At three 
years old, it heds its horns, and new ones ariße 
in their place, which continue as long as it 
lives; at four years of age, the cow has ſmall 
pointed neat ſmooth horns, thickeſt. near the 
head; at five the horns become larger, and are | 
marked round with the. former: year's growth. 
Thus, while the animal continues to live, the 
horas continue to lengthen ;. and every year a 
new ring is added at the root; ſo that allowing 
three years before their appearance, and then 
reckoning the number of rings, we have in 
both together the animal's age exactl77. 


As we have indiſputably : the beſt breed of Fj 
Horned cattle of any in Europe, ſo it was not 


without the ſame aſſiduity that we came to excel 
in theſe, as in our horſes. The breed of cows = 
has been entirely improved by a foreign mix- 
ture, properly adapted to ſupply the imp 
fections of our own. Such as are purely Britiſh, - 


: x" , 4 A * P » 1 5 + + _ | ; 
; IS: . dig 1 4 3 "=: 4 bn 8 
2 * 
m 1 
* 
[ — 
* 
53 - 3 ; . 
x 2 3 5 . £ 
x I * Lo 
? 2 2 


— 


THE: cow KIND, _ of 


are 1 inssrigt in ſize to thoſe on many parts 
ol the continent; but thoſe which we have thus 
improved, by far excel all others. Our Lincoln- 
ſhire kind derive their ſize from the Holſtein 
breed: and the an horaleſs ann chat are 
e Poland. We were once famous, 5 * 
wild breed of theſe animals, but theſe have long 
ſince been worn out; and perhaps no kingdom 
in Europe can furniſn ſo few, wild animals of 
all kinds, as our own. Cultivation and agri- 
| culture are ſure to baniſh! theſe, wherever they 
are found; and every addition a country re- 
_  ceives from Art, drives away thoſe animals that 
are only, fitted, for a ſtate of Nature. 
-..0f all quadrupedes, the cow. ſeems moſt 
liable ta alteration from its paſture. In the dif- 
ferent parts of our on country, we eafily-per- 
ceive the great varieties produced among theſe 
animals, by the richneſs or poverty of the foil. 
An ſome they grow to a great bulk; and I have 
5 teen, hands high, which is taller 
| than the general run of our horſes... In others, 
they appear as diminutive; being not ſo large 
as an als... The breed of the Ille of Man, and 
moſt parts of. Scotland, is much leſs in ge- 
neral than) in England or Ireland: they are 
A a allo, 505 dewlap being yes 
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A and, as the expreſſion i is, the beaſt 
has more of the ewe neck. This, till ſome 
years ago, was conſidered in cattle as a defor. 
mity; and the cow was choſer, aceording to 
Virgil's direction, with a large dewlap: how. 
ever, at preſent it is the univerfal opinion, 


that the cow wants in üdder what it has in 
neek, and the larger the de wlap, the ſmaller is 


the quantity of its milk. Our graziers now, 


therefore, endeavour to mix the two breeds; 


the large Holſtein with the ſmall northern; 
and from both reſults that fine mileh breed, 


which excels the cattle of Id W , of Ls 


the world. * 

This difference,” arifing Fro altare, + 
' More obſervable i in other countries than in our 
own. The cow kind is to be found in almoſt 


every part of the world, large in proportion to oy 
the richneſs of the paſture; and ſmall,” as the 


animal i is ſtinted in its food. Thus Afpiea is re- 


markable for the largeſt and the ſmalleſt cattle 


of this kind; as is alſo India, Poland, Switzer- 
land, and ſeveral other parts of Europe. Among 


the Eluth Tartars, where the paſtures are re- 
markably rich and nouriſhing, the cow be- 


comes ſo large, that he muſt be a tall man WhO 


can reach the tip of its ſhoulder. On the con- 


trary, in France, where the animal i 18 ſtinted m | 
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8 s food, and driven from the moſt flouriſhing 
pal uook it greatly degenerates. 
But the differences in the ſize of this anduad 
are not ſo remarkable as thoſe which are found. 
in its form, its hair, and its horns. The differ- 
ence is ſo very extraordinary in many of them, 
that they have been even conſidered as a dif- 
ferent kind of creature, and names have been 
given them as a diſtinct ſpecies, when in reality 
they are all the ſame *. In this manner the urus 
and the biſon have been conſidered, from the va- 
Fiety in their make, to be diſtinct in their pro- 
duction; but they are all in fact the deſcendants 
of one common ſtock, as they have that certain 
mark. of unity, theꝝ breed and: propagate among 
each. other. Naturaliſts have therefore laboured 
under an obvious error, when, becauſe of the 
extreme bulk of the urus, or becauſe of the 
hump upon the back of the biſon, they aſſigned 
them different places in the creation, and ſepa- 
rated a claſs of animals which was really united. 
It is true, tha horſr and the aſs do not differ ſo 
much in form, as the oo and the biſon; ne- 
vertheleſa, the former are diſtinct animals, as 
their breed is marked with ſterility; the latter 
are animals of the. ſame kind; as their breed is 
fruntal, anda race. of animals is produced, in 
Rich, 162-3 n 
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8 which the hump belonging to tlie bitsn Is "WY 


worn away. The differences, therefore, be- 
tween the tow; the urus, and the biſon, are 
merely accidental. The ſame caprice in Na- 
ture that has given horns to ſome cows, and 
denied them to others, may alſo have given the 
biſon an hump, or -increaſed' the bulk of the 
urus; it may have given the one f or 
denied a ſufficiency of hair tothe other. 
But before we proceeſl farther, it avg: te 


proper to deſcribe: theſe varieties, which have 


been thus taken fot᷑ diſtinct kinds . The urus, 
or wild büll, is chiefly to be met with in the 
province af Lithuania; and grows to a ſize, that 
ſcarce any other animal except the elephant, i is 
found to equal. It 18 quite black, except 
a ſtripe mixed whh white, that runs from 
the neck to the tail, along the top of the back; 
che horns are ſhort, thick, and ſtrong; the avek 
are fierce. and fiery; the fore head is adorned 
with a kind of garland of black curled hair, 


and ſome. of them are found to habe. beards of 


the ſame; the neck is ſhort and ſtrong; and the 
{kin has an odour of muſk. The female, though 
not ſo big as the male, exceeds the largeſt bf 
our bulls in ſize; nevertheleſs; her udder and 
teats are ſo ſmall, that they can ſcartely be 


This deſeription is chiefly taken from Klein. 
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vf G WEHNER 1 
Mea i Upon ihe Whole, however, this | 
Sal fefemples the thine one very exattly, 
except in ſome trifling varieties, Which his ſtate 
ök wildhefs, or the rithtiefs of the paſtures 


. where lie is found, mia) eaſily Have produced. 


' Te bildn, Which 18 another variety of the 


cbt Klug, Aittets from. the reſt, in having a 
Yar! WlWhet itt oulders; Fhieſs animals? are 
of various kinds; ſome very large, others as di- 
minutively little. In general, tb regard this ani- | 

mal's foterpärts, lie has fomewhat the look of a 
lion, with a lotig ſhaggy mane, and a beard - 

under his Thin; his head i 15 little, his eyes red 
and flery, with a fiiridus 180k; the foreticad is 
large, and the Horns To big, 484 1⁰ far aſunder, 

that chres men might often fit betwee n them. 


Un the middle. of th the back there N grows a bunch e 
Aue high as that of a Eatnel, covered with 


hat, and which is eohfidered as a great delicacy 

; by ttiofe tHat hunt Him. "There is no purſuits 5 
Bin with lalety, except 1 in foreſts where there 
are trees large eriough to hide the hunters. He 
is generally taken by pit-falls ; ; the inhabitants 
of thoſe conẽfies where he is found wild, dig- 
ing holes in the ground, and covering them 
over with boughs of trees and graſs; then pto- 
voking the biſon to purſue them, they get on 
tlie oppoſite fide of the pit- fall, ile the furious 

Vor., III. „ © 
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animal, running head foremoſt, falls into the 
pit prepared for him, and is there quickly over- 
come and ſlain. 


| Beſides theſe real diſtinctions in the cow 
kind, there have been many others made, that 


appear to be in name only. Thus the bonaſus, 


of which naturaliſts have. given us'long de- 
ſcriptions, i is ſuppoſed by Klein and Buffon to be 
no more than another name for the biſon, as 
the deſcriptions given of them by the ancients, 


coincide. The bubalus alſo. of the ancients, 
which ſome have ſuppoſed to belong to the 
cow kind, Buffon places among the lower claſs 


of ruminant quadrupedes, as it moſt reſembles 
them in fize ſhape, and the figure of its horns, 


Of all the varieties, therefore, of the cow kind, 


there are but two that are really diſtinct; 


-namely, the cow, and the buffalo: theſe two 
are ſeparated by Nature; they ſeem to bear an 
antipathy to each other; they avoid each other, 
| and may be conſidered : as much removed as the 


horſe is from the aſs or the zebra. When, 


therefore, we have deſcribed the varieties of the 


cow kind, we ſhall paſs on to the buffalo, which 


being a different animal, 4 8 a OY 


hiſtory. | | | 
There is ſcarce : a part of the world, as was 


ſaid before, in which the cow is not found in 
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ſome one of 3 its varieties; ; either large, like the 
urus, or humped as thebiſon; ; with ſtraight horns, 


or bending, inverted backwards, or turning ſide- 
- ways to the cheek, like thoſe of the ram; and, 
in many countries, they are found without any | 


- horns whatſoeyer. But, to be more particular, 
beginning at the north, the few kine which 


ſubſiſt. in. Iceland. are without horns, although 


of the ſame race originally with ours. The 


| fize of theſe is rather relative to the goodneſs of 
the paſture, than the warmth or coldneſs of the 


climate. The Dutch frequently bring great 
quantities of lean cattle from Denmark, which 
they fatten on their own rich grounds. | Theſe 


are in general of a larger fize than their own - 


natural breed; and they fatten very eaſily. The 


cattle of the Ukraine, where the paſture. is ex- 
8 cellent, become very fat, and are conſidered as 


one of the largeſt breeds of Europe. In Switzer- 
land, where the mountains are covered with 
a rich nouriſhing herbage, which is entirely re- 
ſerved for their kine, theſe animals grow to a 
very large fize. On the contrary, in France, 
where they get no other graſs but what is 


| thought unfit for horſes, they dwindle, and 


grow lean. In ſome parts of Spain, the co. 
grows to a good ſize; thoſe wild bulls, how- 


ever, which they pride themſelves ſo much! in 


C2 


* „een. „ 
yo 
2 


20 babRUrrpESG or 
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combating, ate a very mean de 8 
animal, and ſome what ſhaped like one r r 

? cows, with nothing of that peculiar: Kernnefs of 
aſpect for which our bulls are rem 


| kable. In 
Barbary, and the provinces. of Africa, where 
the ground is dry, and the paſturage mort, the 


cos are of a very ſmall breed, and give milk 
6 proportion. On the contrary, in Ne 
the are of à prodigious bigneſs. The fam 
bold in Perfa and Tartary; where, in ſome 
places; they are very fmall, and, in ere 
an amazing arure. It is thus, in almoſt every 
Part of the world, this animal is found to cor- 
reſpond in fie” t the” quantity "ut" Its pro. | 
viſlen., © . ER NF 211 nnn 
If e exainir Eike ad of theſe ade « 
they are fot nd tame, in different regions, we 
hall fund, chat the breed of the urus, or thoſe = 
without an hump,” chiefly occupi s the cold and © 


che temperate ones, and is not ſo much dif _ 5 


perſed towards” the fbuth. On the contraty, 
the breed 6f the biſon, or the animal with an 
Hum "is found i in all the ſouthern parts of thne 
worlt a ; rh6ughbut the vaſt continent of India; 
throughout out Africa, from Mount Atlas to the 

cn . Good” Hope. In all theſe countries, 5 
tbe ion {bens chiefly to prevail; where they 
are found” to have bo * ſoft — N are 


- 
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very as of foot, and in / ſome meaſurs | 
ſupply the want, oß horſes. The biſon breed is 
alſo more expert and docile than ours many of h 
them, when they carry burthens, bend theis 
knees to take them up, or ſet. them down: 
they are treated, therefore, b by. the. natives of 
thoſe countries, with a degree of tenderne and 
care equal to their utility; and. the reſped for 
them in India has degenerated even into blind | 
adoration. But it is among, the. Hottento 
where theſe. animals are chiefly eſteemed, as | 
being more than commonly ſerviceable. They 
are their, fellow · domeſtics, the companions of 
their pleaſures and fatigues; the cow is at once 
the Hottentot's protector and ſervant, aſſiſis 
him in attending his flocks, and guarding, „ 
againſt every invader; while the ſheep: are 1 
graring, the faithful Bhactehy, as this: kind E 
cow is called, ſtands or grazes beſide them: 
5 ſtill, however; attentive to the. looles of its 
maſter, the backely flies wund the field, herds 
in the ſheeꝑ that are ſtraying, obliges them to 
keep within proper limits, and ſhews. no mercy 
to robbers, or even ſtrangers, who attempt to 
plunder, But i it is not the plunderers of the 
flock alone, but; even, the enemies of the. na- 
tion, that theſe. backelys ars taught to combat. 
| mn is furniſhed, with. a 
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proper herd of theſe, which are let looſe Aria 
the enemy, when the occaſion is moſt conve- 


nient. Being thus ſent forward, they over- 
turn all before them; they ſtrike every oppoſer 
down with their horns, and trample upon thein 
with their feet; and thus often procure their 
maſters an eaſy view, even before they have 
attempted to ſtrike a blow. An animal ſo ſer- 


viceable, it may be ſuppoſed, i is not Without its 


reward. The backely lives in the ſame cottage 


with its maſter, and, by long hablt, gains an 


affection for him; and in proportion as the man 
approaches to the brute, fo the brute ſeems tö 


attain even to ſome ſhare of human ſagacity. 
The Hottentot and his backely thus muryally | 


— 


aſſiſt each other; and when the latter happens . 


to die, a new one is choſen to ſucceed him, by 


a council of the old men of the village. The 


new backely is then joined with one of the ve- 


terans of his own kind, from whom he learns 
his art, becomes ſocial and diligent, and is taken 
for life into human friendſhip and protection. 


The biſons, or cows with an hump, are 


found to differ very much from each other in 


the ſeveral parts of the world where they are 
found. The wild ones of this kind, as with 


us, are much larger than the tame. Some 
pave h nai and _— are without 3 - ſome | 


THE cow KIND. 23 
- lines them depreſſed, and ſome miled in TAE P'S 
manner that they are uſed as weapons of an- 
noyance or defence; ſome are extremely large, 
and others among them, ſuch as the zebu, or 
Barbary cow, are very ſmall. They are all, 
however, equally docile and gentle when tamed; 
and, in general, furniſned with a fine 0 
ſoft hair, more beautiful than that of our on 
breed; their hump i is alſo of different ſizes, in | 
ſome weighing from forty to fifty pounds, in 
others leſs; it is not, however, to be conſidered 
as a part necathieily belonging to the animal; 
and probably it might be cut away without 
much injury: It reſembles a griſtly fat; and, as 
I am affured, cuts and taſtes wwe twbat like a 
dreſſed udder. The biſons of Malabar, Abyſſinia, 
and Madagaſcar, are of the great kind, as the 
paſtures there are plentiful. Thoſe of Arabia, 
Petræa, and moſt parts“ of Africa, are ſmall, 
and of the zebu or little kind. In America, 
eſpecially towards the north, the biſon is well 
known. The American biſon, however, is 
found to be rather leſs than that of the ancient 
continent; its hair is longer and thicker, its 
beard more remarkable, and its hide more 
luſtrous and ſoft. There are many of them 
brought up tame in Carolina; 3 however, their 
Cc 4 en) 
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wild ae tillſeem to.oggtinye,. fon they 

break. through all fences/to. get into. the. H 
_ fields, aud lead the whole tame herd after 

them, Wherever they prngtrate,.. They breed 


alſo with the tame kinds originally brought over, - 
tom Europe; and thus walter "BFA cli, 
3H, that country. 3 2 
8 


From all rhjs it appears, tha nj eel If ors, 
ziven various names to N in v b the, 
fame, and only differing. in ſome few, accid ental 
circumſtances, | The wild. cow and the. rs, 
the animal belonging to Euxope, a and that . = 
Aſia, Africa, and America, the Fo and th 5 
urus, the biſon and the zehn, Fe all one. and. | 
the ſame, propagate, among sach other, and, 
in the courſe of a few. generations. the hump 
Pear away, and. ſcarce. any, veſtiges of ſavage. 
. Hgreengſs are found to remain. Of 
therefore, except man alone, . the, cow ſeems | 
molt extenſveln propagated., Its pay 5 7 
 $qually capable. of the rigours. of heat and 
It 1s. an inhabitant as well of the frozen i 
Leeland, as the burning deſerts, #1 Lyhia.,. 18 
| ſeems, ap, ancient inmate in every, climate, dg. 
meſtic and tame in thaſg;countrigs which have, | 
een ciyilized, ſavage anch wild imthe geuntrien 
Weh are leſs. pronld,. Hut capal'g. of. * 
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ggf the foreſt; 


Jos made digt i al fe to 1 nr in 3. 
date gf nature agazall the moſt powerful enemy. 
And only; ſuhordigate to, many 
5 hole. foxes it. has experis ced,,.and. wWhaſe aid 
it at laß ſeems. to roq nice. However wild the, - 
Calves arg, which are taken from the dam in a; 
ſgyage ſtata. either in Africa an Adiacthey ſoon 
become humble, patient, and familiar and 
man may he conſidered in thoſe countries, as. 
_ aloft halpleſs without their alliſtance. - Othen 
| animals preſery theix nature ot their form, with 
g perſaveraneg ; but theſe, in every. rg 
ch ſuit themſelves; tot the appetites; and cone. 
vegiench of mankind; and; as theis ſhapes are 
fund to altar. ſo alſa does their. nature; inn 
animal is therę ſaan acgreater varigt of kinds, 
1 Wo ons r rom ende eee 
a QBs; 1: 7 Bellie 21 11 39381 5 
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w ſhould compare=:the ſhape of onreams. 
mon ebw with. that oft tha biſong the difference 
will appear very great. The ſhaggy» manerof | 
Pad 0 "theobrard; the-curled (folehe acl the 


| hinder p parts, , give f it th brenne rather of 
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a lion than a cow; and fit it more for a ftate of 
war with mankind than a ſtate of ſervitude. 44 


Yet, notwithftanding theſe appearances, both 
animals are found to be the ſame; or at leaſt ſo 


nearly allied, that they breed among each other, þ 


and propagate a race that continues the, kind. 
On the other hand, if we compare the buffalo 
with our common cow, no two animals can be 


more nearly alike, either in their form or their . 


nature; both equally ſubmiſſive to the Yoke, 
both aten living undet the ſame roof, and em- 
ployed in the ſame domeſtic ſervices; the make 
and the turn of their bodies ſo much Alike; ha 


it requires a eloſe attention to diſtinguiſh! them: z 
and yet, after all this, no two animals can be | 
more diſtinct, or ſeem to have ſtronger anti- 


pathies to each other . Were there but one of 


each kind remaining, it is probable the race of 
both would ſhortly be extin@,, However, ſuch 


is the fixed averſion formed between theſe 


5 creatures, that the chw refuſes to breed with 


| the buffalo, which it nearly reſembles; white it 


is known to propagate with the biſon, to which 


it has, in eng of form, but a 1 5 diſtant 
8 Gimilitude. Bd 4+; BY] 5 1 18 * 738 5 SUMNER $9} v7 
Thie buffalo is, upon the w. Ty Res) 8 
ſo beautifulia eee bis ge 
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THE COW KIND. 27 


is more clumſy and aukward; his air is wilder; 


and he carries his head lower, and nearer the 


ground; his limbs are leſs fleſby, and his tail 
more naked of hair; his body is ſhorter and 
thicker than that of the cow kind; his legs ar. 
higher; his head fmaller; his horns not ſo round, 
black, and compreſſed, with a bunch of curled | 
hair hanging down between them; his ſkin is 
. alfo harder and thicker, more black, and leſs 
furniſhed with hair; his fleſh, which is hard 
and blackiſh,” is not only diſagreeable to the 
taſte, but likewiſe to the ſmell. The milk of 
the female is by no means ſo good- as that of the 
cow; it is however produced i in great abundance. - 
In the warm countries, almoſt all their cheeſe 
is made of the milk of the buffalo; and they 
ſupply butter alſo in large quantities. The 
veal of the young buffalo is not better eating 
than the beef of the old. The hide of this 
animal ſeems to be the moſt valuable thing he 
furniſhes. The leather made of it 1s well 


| known for its thickneſs, ſoftneſs, and impene- 7 


trability. As theſe animals are, in general, 
larger and ſtronger than the cow, they are uſe- 
fully employed in agriculture. They are uſed 

in drawing! burthens, and ſometimes in carrying | 
them; being guided by a ring, which is thruſt 
jhroogh their vole. TW ã—2 buffaloes yoked in a 


5 | 
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waggon are ſaid to draw eee 


horſes; as. their heads and necks. are naturally. 
Heat downward, they are thus batten fitted for. 
the draught, and the whole weight of their 


N 5 bodies i 18 applied to. me ian a. an de 


drawn forward. 
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may: be eaſily led; to conolude that he is a native 


of the warmen climates... Tha largeſt quadru- 
yedes are generally found. in; the torrid zone; 
and the. buffalo is inferior, in. point of; ſize,, 


: WY to, the ene the rhinoceros, or the 


slopard, or the. camel, | 


mays indead, Way preamp ner) are neither ſo 
long, nor nean {o;cotgulent., Aceordingly, we 
ind this animal wild in mar parts of India; 


and tamed: alſo- wherever the natives have c- 
 eaſion. for his ſervices. The wild. buffaloes 
are very; dangerous animals, and are often 


found te gore travellers: to death, and then 


tram ple them with. their feet, until they have 


entirely mangled the whole body: however, 
in the woads. they are not fo much to be 


feared. as in the plains, becauſe in the violence 


of their purfuit their large horn are apt to ba 
entangled· in. the branches of the trees, which 
Sives hoſe: ndern ders, e 
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ing their purſuit; they 
run wich great ſwiftneſs; they overturn a tree 
of moderate growth; and are fuch ſw im mers, as 
to eroſs the largeſt rivers without any difficulty. 
In this manner, like all other large animals of 
the torrid zone; they are very fond of the water; 
and, in the midſt of their purſuit, oſten plange * 
in, in order te cool themſelves.” The Negroes 
ol Guinea, and the Indians of Malabar, where 
buffaloes are in great abundance, take great 
delight in hunting and deſtroying them; how- 
ever, they never attempt to face the buffalo 
openly, but, generally climbing up a tree, ſnoot 
at him from thence, and do not come down till 
they find they have effectually diſpatched him. 
However, when they are tamed, no animal can 
de more patient or humble; and though by no 
means fo docile as the cow kind, yet they go 
through domeſtic menen e more ee 
r phages cnt 1 U n ien 
Alchough theſe e be ey nd in 
_ the torrid zone, yet they are bred in ſeveral 
parts of Europe, particularly in Italy, where 
they make the food and the riches of the poor. 
The female produees but ons at a time, in the 
fame manner as the eow; but they ate very dif. 
ferent in the times of geſtation; for the co, as 
we know, goes: but ain months; ; Whereas the 
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buffalo continues. pregnant for PRE TS They 
are all afraid of fire; and, perhaps, in conſe- 


quence of this, have an averſion to red colours, 
that reſemble the colour of flame: it is ſaid, 


that in thoſe countries where they are found in 
plenty, no perſon dares to dreſs in ſcarlet. Ia 
general they are inoffenſive animals, if un- 
| diſturbed ; as indeed all thoſe which feed upon 
graſs are found to be; but when they are 


wounded, or when even but fired at, nothing 


then can ſtop their fury; they then turn up 


the ground with their fore · feet; bellow much 
louder and more terribly than the bull and 


make at the object of their reſentment with un- 


governable rage. It is happy, in ſuch circum- 


_  Rances, if the perſon they purſue has a wall to 
eſcape over; or fome ſuch obſtacle; otherwiſe 


they ſoon overtake, and inſtantly deſtroy him. 


It is remarkdble, however, that although their 
horns are ſo very formidable, they in general 
make more uſe of their feet in combat, and 
rather tread their enemies to death than gore 


aan 
Having thus ame Wh the hiſtory of 


- theſe animals, it may be proper to obſerve, that 
no names have been more indiſcriminately uſed 


than thoſe of the bull, the urus, the biſon, and 


the buffalo. It therefore becomes ſuch as 
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THE cow EI D I” 
3 have diſtin! ideas of each, to be careful 


in ſeparating the kinds, the one from the other, 
allowing the cow for the ſtandard of all. The 
urus, whether of the large enormous kind of 


Lithuania, or the ſmaller race of Spain, whether 
with long or ſhort horns, whether with or with- 


out long hair in the forehead, is every way the wn, 
| ſame with. what our common breed, was. before 


they were taken from the foreſt, 1 reduced 


to a ſtate of ſervitude. The biſon, and all its 


varieties, which are known by an hump between 


the ſhoulders, is alſo to be ranked in the fame 


claſs. This animal, whether with crooked or 
Rraight horns, whether they, be turned towards 
the cheek, or totally wanting, whether. it be 


large or diminutive, whatever it be its colour, or 
whatever the length of its bair, whether called 
the bonaſus by ſome, or the bubalus by others, 
is but a variety of the cow kind, with whom it 
breeds, and with whom of conſequence. it has 


the cloſeſt. connection. Laſtly, the buffalo, 
though ſhaped much more like the cow, is a 


diſtinct kind by itſelf, that never mixes with 
any of the former; ; that goes twelve months 
with young; whereas the cow goes but nine; 

that teſtifies. an averſion to the latter; and, 


though bred under the ſame roof, or ef in 


the ſame PR has * kept ran ; and 
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ke 4 diginet race in All pelt of w Fry 
Theſe two kinds are | ſuppoket to be the only | 
real varieties in the e kind; of Which natu- 
ralifts have given fo many vitieties. With fe- 
ſpect to ſome cirrumſtances mentioned by tra- 
vellers, ſuch as that of many kinds Lefendirig 
themſelvs by voidlfug their durtg ugaftitt their 
putfvers; this is 4 prderice Which they have id 
commor With other timid ctedtutes wheh pitt 
ſued, and ariſes rather from fear than à deftre 
of defence. The muüfky felt alf by WER 
ſome Utr e been Qititguttien, is Wund common 
to many of cheſe kinds, im Mate" of nate: 
. ad does not property” nike tlle eluent 
ay: The parcdcular Kind of "ns 
066 which ſönde of them are Knochen to From 
Which rather reſembles grünting chan bellow- 
ing or lowing.” is bat a layage. val icy?” Which 
wany wild Anfmals Live" ind yet Toſs When 
blouzut thts a fat df tene. For thels 
reaſons, Mr. Buffon, whom T have fallowed In 
this deſcription, Is of opin} lon, that” the zEbu, ot 
; litle African cow, and the gruntibg, or Side“ 
| rian cow, are but different races of 1 the biſoti; 
as the ſhap! of the torts, or the length bf the 
hair, are. never properly. 'charadteriffic marks of 
any animal, "but are found t to \ ; ry + with clitnate, 
| food, any cultivation. MD ak das 
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10 this n manner - the camber 41 animals of the 
tow kind, which naturaliſts have extended to 
eight or ten forts, are reduced to two; ; and as the 
utmoſt deference is paid to, 'the opinion of Mr. 
Buffon in this particular, 1 have taken him for 
my guide. Nevertheleſs, there i is an animal of 
the cow kind, which neither he, nor any other 
i naturaliſt that 1 know of, has hitherto de- 
ſcribed, yet which makes a very diſtin claſs, 
— and may be added as a third ſpecies, „ 
This animal was ſhewn ſome years. ago in 
London, and ſeemed to unite many of the 
charadteriſtics_ of the cow and the hog; ha- 
ving the head, the horns, and the tail of 1 
former; 3 with the | briſtles,” che colour, , and 7 
the grunting of the latter. It was about the 
ſize of an aſs, but broader and thicker; the 
colour reſembling that of an bog, and the 
hair briſtiy, as in! chat animal. The hair upon 
the body Was thin, as in the bog; and a row of 
| briſtles, ran along the pine, rather ſhorter and 
ſofter than in the hog kind. The head was rather 
larger than that of a cow; the teeth were en- 
tirely reſembling thoſe of that animal, and the 
tongue was rough in like manner. It fed upon 
hay; and, conſequently, its internal confor- 
mation muſt haye reſembled that of the cow 
Vox. 2 385 


lt 05 
. 46. ANIMALS oF THE | 
1 kind more than the hog, whoſe PI, is A uwe 
1 4 ehoſen of a kind more ſucculent. Thee eyes were | 
| | 4x placed i in the head as with the co.. and were 
if _ PERF nearly c of the fame colour; 3 the horns were 
LE black and flattiſh, but bent rather backwards 
q f 2 to the neck, as in the goat Kind; the neck was : 
[ 4 ſhort and thick, and the back rather riſing in 
LE the middle; it was gloven foo! d, like the cow, : 
Bi without thoſe, hinder claws that are found i in the | 
14 | hog kinds. But the Ffeateſt variety of all = -- 1 
un this extraordinary creature, which was a female, . ; 
| was, that it had but two teats, and conſe- | 
14 quently, in char reſpect, reſembled neither of . 
i | 5 he kinds to which, in other circumftances, it ; 
ns | bore ſo ftronga fimilitude,.' Whether this ani- ; 
* 8 | mal was a diſtinct kind, or a monſter, 1 will not ; 
Fi pretend to fay ; ; it was ſhewin under the name 7 
HE of the bonaſus; and it was ſaid, by the Per- : 
1 fon who ſhewed it, to have come frow India: : 
1 but no credit is to be given to intereſted, i ig- a 
ul! horance; the perſon only wanted to make the . , 
ng animal appear as extraordinary as poſſible; and : 
| | 1 1 believe would ſcarcely ſeruple a lie or two, to 
| Increaſe that wonder oy us, 83 which he found p 
4 / 15 means of br 4 1995 5 2 55 
I | 22 15 1 5 , 955 IS 923% 75 - nts diet: R TT 
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As no. two animal are found entirely the 5 


ſame, ſo it is not to be expected that any two 


races of animals ſhould exactly correſpond in 


. every particular. The goat and the ſheep are 


. apparently different, in the form of their bodies, 


in their covering, and in their horns. They may 
from hence be conſidered as two different kinds; 
with regard to all common and domeſtic pur- 
poſes. But if we come to examine them cloſer, 


; and Wan their nt conformation, n no two 


i Four flomadhs their ſuet, Meat antes all are 
entirely the ſame, and ſhew the ſimilitude 


between them: but what makes a much 
ſtronger connection is, that they propagate with 


each other. The buck goat is found to pro- 


duce with the ewe an animal that in two or 


three generations returns to the ſheep, and 
ſeems to retain no marks of its ancient pro- 
genitor *. The ſneep and the goat, therefore, 


may be conſidered as belonging to one fa- 


mily; and were the whole races reduced to one 


. 


Buffon paſiim, 
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of each, they would quickly repleniſh. the earthy 
with their kind. - 
If we examine the ſheep and goat en 5 
we ſhall find, as was faid, that their confor- 

mation is entirely the ſame; nor is their ſtructure 
very remote from that of the cow kind, which "a 
they reſemble in their hoofs, and in their chew- 
ing the cud. . Indeed, all ruminant animals are 
internally very much alike, The goat, the theep, 
or the deer, exhibit to the eye of the anatomiſt 
the ſame parts 1n miniature, which the cow or. 
the biſon exhibited in the great. But the diſſer- 
ences between theſe animals are, nevertheleſs, 
fafficiently apparent. Nature has obviouſly 
marked the diſtinctions between the cow and = 
the ſheep kind, by their form and ſize; and 
they are alſo diſtinguiſhed from thoſe of the 
deer kind, by never ſhedding their horns. In- 
| deed, the form and figure of theſe animals, if 
there were nothing elſe, would ſeldom fail of 
guiding us to the kind; and we might almoſt, 
upon fight, tell which belongs to the deer kind, 
and which are to be degraded into that of the 
goat. However, the annually ſhedding the 
horns in the deer, and the permanence in the 
| ſheep, draws a pretty exact line · between the 
kinds; ſo that we may hold to this diſtinction 
only, and define the ſheep and goat kind as ru- 
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| mnigant animals of a ſmaller fire, that never 


ſhed their horns. 


If we conſider theſe W ER uſeful ani- 


mals in one point of view, we ſhall find that 


both have been long reclaimed, and brought 5 


into a ſtate of domeſtic ſervitude. Both ſeem 


to require protection from man; and are, in 


ſome meaſure, pleaſed with his ſociety. The 
ſneep, indeed, is the more ſerviceable creature 
of the two; but the goat bas more ſenfibility 


and attachment. The attending upon both was 


once the employment of the wiſeſt and the beſt 


of men; and thoſe have been ever ſuppoſed 
the happieſt times, in which theſe harmleſs 


creatures were conſidered as the chief objects 
of human attention. In the earlieſt ages, the 


goat ſeemed rather the greater favoprite; an * 


indeed, it continues fuch to this day among 


the poor. However, the ſheep has long ſince 
become the principal object of human care; 


while the goat is diſregarded by the generality of 
mankind, or become the poſſeſſion only of the 
loweſt of the people. The ſheep, therefore, 

and its varieties, may be conſidered firſt; and 


the goat, with all thoſe of its kind, will then | 
MST * follow. 5 
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To animals that. take mfugs under * | 
protection of man, in a few generations be- 
come indalent and belpleſs. Having loſt the 
blabit of ſelf-defence, they ſeem to loſe alſo the 
inſtincts of Nature. The ſheep, in its preſent _ 
. a domeſtic ſtate, is of all animals the moſt de- 
fenceleſs and inoffenfive, With its liberty it 
£ ſeems. to have been deprived of its ſwiftneſs 
and cunning; and what in the aſs might rather 5 
be called patience, in the ſheep appears to be 
ſtupidity. With no one quality to fit it for 


S 


n 


2 r N IE» oo 


VE el 


b 
Wi ſelf. preſervation, it makes vain efforts at all. ; 
1 J ſwifineſs, it. endeavours to fly; and _ a 
| 15 without ſtrength, ſometimes offers to oppoſe. 
1 But theſe feeble attempts rather incite than re- 


1 preſs the inſults of every enemy; and the dog 
—_ i. - follows the flock with greater delight upon 
1 | ſeeing them fly, and attacks them with, more 


i! | | fierceneſs upon their unſupported attempts at 
18 reſiſtance, Indeed, they run together in flocks; 
5 rather with the hopes -of loſing their un | 
uy danger in the crowd, than of uniting to repreſs 
=: -. tt attack by numbers. The ſheep, therefore, 


_-— were it expoſed in its preſent ſtate to firuggle : 
with its natural enemies of the foreſt, would 
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adi" be ' extirpated.” baba with an heavy 


fleece, deprived off che defence of its horns, 


and rendered heavy, flow, and feeble, it can 


have no other ſafety than what it finds from man. 
This animal is now, therefore, obliged to rely 


ſolely upon that art for brotection, 1 to o which it ; | 


originally owes its degratlation. 
But we are not to impute to Mike: he 3 
formation "of an animal Ib utterly unprovided 


againft*its enemies, and ſo unfit for defence. 


The monfflon; which is the ſheep in a ſavage”. 
ſtate, is a bold, fleet creature, able to eſcape 
from the greater am mals by its fwiſtheſs, or to 


- oppoſe the ſmaller Kinds: with the arms it has 
received from Nature. It is by human art 
alone that the ſheep is become the tardy de- 


fenceleſs creature we find it. Eve y race of 
quadrupedes might eaſily be co rupted by the 
ſame allurements by which the ſheep has been 


thus debilitated and deprefſed. While undi- 


ſturbed, and properly ſuppked, none are found 


to ſet any bounds to their appetite. They all 


parſue their food while able, and continue to 


graꝛe, till they often die of diſorders oceaſioned 


by too much fatneſs. But it is very different 

with them ii a ſtate of nature: they are in the 

unded- by dangers, and alarmed 

money 1 hoſtilities; e are " PRAISE 
WP” 
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every IE from one tract of country to a ano 
ther; and ſpend a a great part of their time in | 


attempts to, ayoid their enemies. Thus con- 
ſtantly exerciſed, and continually practiſing all 
the arts of defence and eſcape, the animal at 


once preſerxes its life and native independance, 
together with its ſitnels and the Ander. 481. ; 

- Ir, of ice em, es ets 

The ſheep, i in its fernileainte, fee 10 he 8 

| veſted of all inclinations of its own; and of all 
animals it appears the moſt ſtupid. Every qua- 

; drupede has a peculiar, turn of-eountenance,, a 


phy ſiognomy, it we may ſo call it, thatgenerally 
marks. its nature. The ſheep. ſeems to have | 


none of thoſe traits that betoken either courage 
or cunning; its large eyes, ſeparated from cach 
other, its ears ſticking out on each ſide, and its 


narrow noſtrils, all teſtity the extreme Gmplicity 


of this creature; and the poſition of .its horns 


alſo, ſhew that Nature deſigned the. ſheep. rather, 
for flight than combat. It appears à large maſy, 


of fleſh; ſupported upon four imall ſtraight legs, 
ill fitted for carrying ſuch a burthen; its mo: 
tions are aukward, it is eaſily fatigued, and. 


often ſinks under the weight of its own Core! 
puieney. In proportion as theſe marks of 
human transformation are more numerous, the 
animal becomes more helpleis and ſtupid. 
"Thoſe which live upon à more ile POR 
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and grow fut, become entirely 8 


that want horns, are found more dull and 
heavy than the reſt x; thoſe, whoſe fleeces are 
longeſt and fineſt; are maſt ſubje& to a variety. 


of diſorders; and, in ſhort,, whatever changes 


have been wrought. in this animal by the in- 
duſtry of man, are entirely . calculated for 
human advantage, 8 and nat for that of the 
creature itſelf. It might require a ſ uepellion of 
ages, before the ſheep could bę reſtored to its 
primitive ſtate of activity, ſo as to ee 4 
match f for its purſi uers of the foreſt. . 
The goat, which it reſembles;in fo 4 35 
| other We jo much its ſuperior. The one 
as it lar attachn ents, ſees danger, and 
generally contrives to eſcape it 3 but the other 
is timid without a cauſe, and ſeeure when real 
danger appro es. Nor is the ſheep, when 
bred up tame in gs. houſe, and familiarized 
with its keepers, leſs obſtinately abſurd: from 
being dull and timid, it then acquires a de- 
gree of pert familiarity ; 5 buts; with its head, be- 


comes miſchierpus, and ſnhews itſelf every way 
unworthy: of ng ſingled out from, the reſt ' 


af chg flock. . Tio. it ſeews rather, formed. 
for flayery, than friendſhip 2 and framed more 
for the neceſſities than the. e eee of 


N Daubenton « on the ſheep. 


** 4 4 + wn 2 1 22 ; r 
42 ANINM ALS Or THE 


mankind. There is but one inſtance in which 
the ſheep ſhews any attachment to its kkeper; 
and chat is feen rather on the continent, than 
among us in Great Britain. Whit I allude to 
is, their following the ſound of the ſhepherd's 
pipe. Before I had ſeen them trained in this 
| manyer, I had no conception of thoſe deſerip. 
tions in the old paſtoral poets, of the ſhepherd* 
leading his floek from one country to another.” 
As 1 had been uſed onfy to ſee theſe Harmleſs 
creatures driven before their keepers,” I ſap- 
poſed that all the reſt was but it vention: but ini 
many parts of the Alps, atid even ſome provinces 
of France, the ſhepherd' and his pipe are e | 
continued. with true antique ſimpficity, Tus 
flock is regularly penned every evening, to pre | 
ſerve them from the wolf; and the ſhepherd re- 
turns home ward at ſun- ſet, with his ſheep fol 
lowing bim, and ſeemingly pleaſed” with the 
ſound of the pipe, which is blow With # reed, 
and reſembles the chanter of the bag· pipe. ED (il 
this manner, 'It thoſe countries that Mill con- 
tinue poor, 'the Arcadian life is preſerved in 


: all its former purity; but in countries where 


a greater inequality of conditions prevail” the 
ſhepherd is generally ſome poor” -wretch WO 
mera flock. : fowl which * is wo derive 90 
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benefits, and only guards thoſe une which, 
he is not fated to ſhare, 1 
It does not appear, from FAO writers, Hin 
the ſheep was bred in Britain; and it was not 
till ſeveral ages aſter this animal was cultivated, 
that the woollen manufacture was carried' on 
among us *, That valuable branch of buſineſs 
lay for a conſiderable time in foreign hands; 
and we were obliged to import the cloth, manu- 
factured from our own materials. There were, 
not with ſtanding, many unavailing efforts among 
our kings to introduce and preſerve the manu 
facture at home. Henry the Second, by a pa- 
tent granted to the weavers in London, directed, 
that if any cloth. was found made of a mixture 
of Spaniſh wool, it ſhould be burned by the 
mayor. Such edicts at length, although but ſlow- 
- ly, operated towards the eſtabliſhing this trade 
among us. The Flemings, who at the revival of 
arts poſſeſſed the art of eloth- working in a ſupe-. 
rior degree, were inyited to ſettle here; and ſoon. 
after foreign cloth was prohibited from being 


. worn in England. In the times of queen 
Elizabeth, this manufacture received every en- 


couragement; and many of the inhabitants of 
the Netherlands being then forced, by the 
tyranny e | Spain, o take refuge in "this. 


e Britiſh Zodlogy, vol. i. N 23. 
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* they improved us in { tlioſe arts, W 


which we at preſent excel the reſt of the world. 
Every art, however, has ize rife, its meridian, 
and its decline: and it is ſuppoſed by many, 
that the woollen manufacture has for ſome time 


been decaying amongft us. The cloth now 


made is thought to be much worſe than that 
of ſome years paſt; being neither fo firm nor Ty - 
fine, neither fo much OY abroad, bor ak 


ſerviceable at home. 


No country, dee tka fuck FRY 
as England ; either with larger fleeces, or better 


adapted for the buſineſs of cloathing. Thoſe 


of Spain, indeed, are finer, and we generally 
require ſome of their wool to werk up with 
3 but the weight of A Spaniſh fleece is 

no way comparable to one of Lincoln or 


Warwiokfhire ; and, in thoſe counties, it is no 


The e without bets are counted the 
beſt ſort, becauſe a great part of the animal's 
nouriſhment is ſuppoſed to go up into the 
horns x. Sheep, like other ruminant animals, 
want the upper fore: teeth; but have eight in 
the lower jaw: two of theſe drop, and are re- 
placed at two years old; four of them are re. 


Tiſſe's Huſbandry, vol. ii. p. 155, 
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placed at three years old; and all at four. 
The new teeth kre eaſily know from the reſt, 
by their freſhneſs and whiteneſs. There are 
ſome breeds, however, in En gland, that never 
change their teeth at all; theſe the thepherds 
call the leather-mouthed cattle ;\ and, as their 
teeth are thus longer wearing, they are gene- 


rally ſuppoſed to grow old a year or two be- 


fore the reſt v. The ſheep bring forth one or 
two at a time; and ſometimes three or four. 
The firſt lamb of an ewe is generally pot- 
bellied, ſhort and thick, and of leſs value than 
thoſe of a ſscond or third production; the third 
being ſuppoſed the beſt of all. They bear their 
young ſive months; and, by being houſed, _ 


bring forth at any time of ear. 


But this animal, in its domeſtic ate, is too 
well known to require a detail of its peculiar ' 
| habits, or of the arts which have been uſed to 
improve the breed. Indeed, in the eye of an 
obſerver of Nature, every art which tends to 
render the ereature more helpleſs and uſeleſs to 
itſelf, may he confidered rather as an injury 
than an improvement; and if we are to look 
for this animal in its nobleſt ſtate, we muſt ſeek 
for it in the African deſert, or the extenſive 
TO of Siberia. Among che e 
„Life's n, vol. ii. p 135 | 
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Geſteudahts dF ths ib ſheep, thus tinvi bern 
| fo many changes wrought, as entirely to dif- _ 


guiſe the kind, and often to miſlead the ob- 


ſerver. The variety is ſo great that ſcarce any 


two countries has its ſheep of the ſartie kind; 


but there is found a manifeſt difference in all | 
either in the ſize, =y ee the + ph,” or | 


| the horns 12% 7 


The woolly ſhaky! *, as it ti ſeen Aeg us, 5 
is found only in LDatope and ſome of the tem- 


perate provinces of Aſia, When tranſported 
into warmer countries, either into Florida or 


Guinea, it loſes its Wool, and aſſumes a c-. | 


vering fitted to the climate, becoming hairy 
and rough; it there alſo loſes its fertility, and 
its fleſh no longer has the fame flavour. In the 


45 | 
ſame manner, in the very cold countries, it 
ſeems equally helpleſs and a ſtranger; it ſtill 


requires the unceaſing attention of mankind 


for its preſer vation; and although it is found to 
ſubſiſt, as well in Greenland as in Guinea t 0 


yet it ſeems a natural inhabitant of neither. 
Of the domeſtic kinds to be found in the 
e parts of the world, beſides our own, 
which is common in Europe, the firſt variety 
is to be ſeen in Iceland, Muſcovy, and the 


dcColdeſt climates of OY 5 2905 which 
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may be called the Iceland ſheep, reſembles our 


breed, in the form of the body and the tail; 
but differs i in a very extraordinary manner in 


the number of the horns; being generally found | 
to have four, and ſometimes even eight, grow: 


ing from different parts of the forehead. | Theſe 
are large and formidable ; and the animal ſeems 
thus fitted, by Nature for a ſtate of war: how- 
ever, it is of the nature of the reſt of its kind, 
being, mild, gentle, and timid. Its wool i is very 
different, alſo, from that of the common ſheep, 
being long, ſmooth, and hairy. Its colour is 
of a dark brown; and under its outward coat 


of hair, it has an internal covering, that rather 
reſembles. fur than oeh, being fine, wort, and | 


ſoft. | 1 . 
The ſecond variety to be Rand in this ani- 
mal, f is that of the broad-tailed ſheep, ſo com- 


, mon in Tartary, Arabia, Perſia, , Barbary, Sy- 
ria, and Egypt. This ſheep is only. remarkable 


for its large and heavy tail, which is often 
found to weigh from twenty to thirty pounds, 
It ſometimes grows a foot broad, and is obliged 
to be ſupported by a ſmall kind of board, that 
goes upon Wheels. This tail i is not covered un- 


derneath with wool, like the upper part, but is 


bare; and the natives, who conſideri it as A very, 
great delicacy, are very careful in attending and. 


. 


I er = 


chat the reſt of the body is from thence deprived 
of fat in proportion. "With regard” to their 
Heeces, m the temperate: climares, they are; as 
in our own breed, ſoft and*woolly'; ; but in the 


Th ſheep called' fRirepficheros. © This animal is 4 
native of the iſlands of the Archipelago, and 
only differs from our ſheep, in having frraight 

| horns, furrounded with a ſpirat furrow,; Bee 


which is generally found in all the tropical eli- 
mates, both of Africa and the Eaſt- Indies. 
They are of a large 
95 fin, mort horns, and ears hanging" town, with. 
a kind of de. via 
greatly in for 
9 cotiffdered: as arimals'sf unöthe : 
1 che domeéſtie kinds, ſeem to 
neareſt to the ate of Natüre. Tel ate larger, 
ſtronger, and fitter b 
and, eohfequently, * 'be 


48 


ng ne fr. N 
that the fat which Falls into u al 8 6 in out 


ſheep, goes in theſe to furnih che tall; and 


warmer latitudes, they are hairy ; yet iti both. 
they preſerve the enormous fize'of theit tails.” 
Tue third obſervable variety; is that or the - 


Tue lat variety is that bf the Guinea ſheep, 


ſfze, with a rou rough haity 


vader the chin. They differ 
in flotn che teſt; and might be 

ind, Were 2 5 
n to breed with r e e 5 


han the common -yg 


etter fitted for a" 
nous fotelt ile. However — Rem 1 to 8 
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ram than to any other animal; Like then] e 
has the eyes placed near the horns; and its ears 
are ſhorter than thoſe of the goat: it alſo re- 1 
ſembles the ram in its horns, and in all the par- 5 
ticular contours of i its form. The horns alſo are | 
. alike; they are of a yellow colour; they have three 
n des, as in the ram, and bend backwards in the 
fame manner behind the ears. The muzzle, and 


the inſide of the ears, are of a whitiſh colour, 
tinctured with yellow; the other Parts of the 


face are of a browniſh grey. The general co- : ; 
lour of the hair over the body i is of a brown, 


approaching to that of the red deer. The i in- 
ide of the thighs and belly are of a white, 


5 tinctured with yellow. The form, upon the 
- whole, ſeems more made for agility and ftrength _ 


45 than that of the common ſheep; and the moufflon 


is actually found to live in a ſavage ſtate, and 
maintain itſelf, either by force or ſwiſtneſe, 
: againft all the animals that live by rapine. 5 


Such is its extreme ſpeed, that man) l 


inclined rather to rank it among the deer | 


kind, than the ſheep. But in this they are 


deceived, as the muſmon has a mark that en- 
tirely diftinguiſhes it from that ſpecies, Being 

| known never to ſhed its horns. In ſome theſe | 
are ſcen to grow to a ſurpriſing fize 5 many of 
| ee, menturing, in * ben aboye FT 
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5 lis ells long. Tliey are of a yellow colour; ; 
us was ſaid ; but the older the animal grows, 
the darker: the horns become: with theſe they 
often maintain very farious battles between each py 
other; and ſometimes they are fotind broken 
off in fuck a manner, that the ſmall animals of 
the foreſt ereep into the cavity for ſhelter . 
When the aſmon is ſeen ſtanding on the 
plain, his fore · legs are always ſtraight, while bis 
hinder. legs ſeem bent urider him; but in caſes 7 
of more active neceſlity, this ſeeniitg deformity 1 
is removed, and he moves with great ſwiftneſs e 
7 and ae The fernale Ty much reſembles : ; 


hd her Bals als are Beyer fon. to grow 274 
. that prodigious fize they are of in the wild ; 
tam. Such is the ſheep in its ſavage ſtate ; 
3 bold; noble, ind even beautiful animal: but 5 
it is not the moſt beautiful creatures that are 
always found moſt uſeful to man. Human b 
_ induſtry has therefore deftroyed its grace, to. 
"IEMA its 1 ho 
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Kems as auxiliaries to tlie 


- uſeful forts'; 


and, thar'by ceaſing to be che firſt, are =" 5 
Ades as nothing. We bave ſcen the ſervices : t 
of ne , 5 15 
ef the horſe; and? in ne ö 
of the goat are belt © i ap, 5 5 
Hheep Rin: mem! Nati | 
«would then be inv Aluadle ; and xg Io 4 
ould" probably." de bellowen "in perfteting 1 
their K Kinds, that the higher order of animals 4 
Have experienced? But in their 7 
| Keted tate, they vary but little f. . 
Animals of che fame Wird; an . en 1 
their Printitfye habits ad 2nd the les I 
they ove to his aflidut be were they rk | 3 
from Nature. T 6 en 3 : b 

The goat ſeems, in every reſpect, more * 
fitted for life! of unge lberty than the by 

Rc *, It is naturally more lively, and more * 
poſſeſſed with animal inſtinct. It eaſily attaches. 10 
ktſelf to man, and e of his careſſes. 4 


eminence 
Bttle baſe, and even fleeps there in ſecurity. 
Nature has, in ſome meaſure, fitted it for tra- 
verſing theſe deelivities with eaſe ; the hoof i is 
| hollow underneath, with ſharp edges, fo that it 
| walls as ſecurely on ae ridge of an houſe, as 


* 


At is alſo @ronger and: ſwifter, more courtgeaus, 


and more playful, lively; capricious, and va- 
_ grant: it is noteafily confined to its flock; but 
_ chooſes its own paſtures, and loves to ſtray re- 
mote from che reſt. Itchiefty delights in climb. 

ing precipices; in going ts the very edge of 


danger: it is often ſeen ſuſpended upon an 
anging over the fea; upon a very 


on the level It is an hardy animal, 


and very enſily fuaiged ; for which reaſon it 

is chiefly the property of the poor, who have no 

| paſtures with which te. ſupply 1 Happily, TY 
| * however, it ſeems better pleaſed with the neg- £ 
lected wild, than the cultivated fields of Art; 

.- =M chooſes the healthy mountain, or the ub dy | 

. ' rock; its favourite. food is the tops of the _ 
| boughs, or the tender bark of young trees: 
it ſeems leſs afraid of immoderate heat, and 
bears the warm climates, better than the ſheep; : 


it fleeps expoſed to the ſun: and ſeems to enjoy 


its warmeſt fervouts: neither is it terrified at Ce 


the ſtorm, or incommoded by the rain; immo- 


-_ cold alone ſeems to affect it, and is is 


3. 
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to produce a vertigo, with which this A | 
is ſometimes incommoded. The inconſtanex 
or its nature is percejvable in the irregularity of f 
its gait; it goes forward, ſtops, runs, approaches, 
flies, merely from caprice, and with no other 
ſeeming reaſon than dhe 8 e of Wo 
its diſpoſition. | + 5 
There are proofs of. this age $ 1 5 na- EY 
turally the friend of man; and that the goat ſel- 
dom reſumes its primeval wildneſs, when once 
reduced into à ſtate of ſervitude. In the year 
, 1698, an Engliſh veſſel happening to touch at 
the iſlands of Bonaviſta, two Negroes came, and 
offered. the ſailors as many goats as they choſe . 
to take away. Upon the captain's expreſſing Es 
bis aftoniſhment- at this offer, the Negroeg 
aſſured him that there were hut twelye perſons 
in the iſland, and that the "goats were multi- 
plied i in ſuch à manner ag even to begome "We 
' nuiſance; they added, that inſtead of giving 
any trouble to catch them, they followed the 
few inhabitants that were left with a ſort of 
obſtinacy, and rather became i dare with 
their tameneſs. 5 3 
The goat produces but two at. a time ; and 
three at the moſt. But j in the warmer climates, bs 
although the animal degenerates, and. grows. | 
leſs Int: it becomes more LEO: vein 822. 
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1 found to bring forth. th ree, four; and 
five at a ſingle delivery. The buck is capable 
of propagating at the age of one year, and the 
female at ſeven months; however, the fruits of 
this premature generation are weak and de- 
fective; and their beſt breeding-time is gene- 
rally delayed till the age of two years, or 
eighteen months at leaſt. One buck is ſufficient 
for an hundred and fifty goats; his appetites | 
are exceſſive: but this ardour brings on a 
ſpeedy decay, ſo that he is enervated in four 
years at moſt, and even becomes old before he 
reaches his ſeventh year. The goat, like the 
ſheep, continues five months with young; and, 

in ſome places, bears twice a year. 
Tube milk of the goat is ſweet, W, 

and medicinal; not fo apt to curdle upon the 
ſtomach as that of the cow; and, therefore, 
| preferable to thoſe whoſe digeſtion i is but weak. 
The peculiarity of this animal's food; gives the 
| milk a flavour different from that either of the 
cow or the ſheep; for as it generally feeds 
upon ſhrubby paſtures, and heathy mountains, 
there is an agreeable. wildneſs in the taſte very 
pleaſing to ſuch as are fond of that aliment. 
In ſeveral parts of Ireland, and the highlands of 
Scotland, the goat makes the chief poſſeſſion of 
| the r On thoſe mountains, where 
5 E 3 | 
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e een ain); Ub titles... 
5 wwe een continges to glean Aa ſufficient living; 


1 


. and ſupplies the hardy natives with what theß 
 .- conſider as varied luxury. They lie upon beds 
VNV made of their {kins, which are ſoft, clean, and 
TR wholeſome; they live upon their milk, with = 
get bread; they convert a part of it into butter, 
Og ara | ome nyo alive; the fleſh, indeed, Maw 
3 | ſeldom taſte of, as it is a delicacy which they 
. find too expenſive ; howeyer, the kid 4s con- 
|. , - fidered, even by the gity epicure, as a great 
rarity; and the fleſh of the goat, when properlx 
I prepared, is ranked by ſome as no way inferior 
to veniſon. In this mariner, even in the wildeſt 
ſolitudes, the poor find comforts of Which the 
rich do not think it worth their while to diſpoſ:- 
ſeſs them; in theſe mountainous retreats, where 
the landſcape preſents . only a ſcene of rocks, 
bone heaths, and ſhrubs, that ſpeak the wretched- 
5 neſs of the ſoil; theſe fimple people have their 
feaſts, and their pleaſures; their faithful flock 
ol goats attends them to theſe awful ſolitudeg,- 
and furniſhes them with all the neceſſuries of E 
life; while their remote fituation ' happily keepy 
them ignorant of greater luxury. . 
A theſe animals are apt to 45 ow ty . 
„ flock, no man can attend above fifty of them 
WE | a time. wy: are fincenod in n the fame. 
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. weep; but, taking every precaution, 5 
their fleſn is never ſo good or ſo ſweet, in 
our climate, as that of mutton. It is other- 
wiſe between the tropics. The mutton there 
becomes flabby and lean, while-the fleſh of the 
goat rather ſenms to improve; and in ſome 
places the latter is cultivated in preference to 
the former. We, therefore, find this animal 
in almoſt every part of the world, as it ſeems 
fitted for the neceſſities of man in both ex- 
tremes. Towards the north, where the paſture 


is coarſe and barren, the goat is fitted to find a 15 
ſcanty ſubſiſtence; hetween the tropics, Where 


the heat is exceſſive, the goat is fitted to bear 
the elimate, and its fleſh is found to " improve. 5 
One of the moſt remarkable varieties we find 
in the goat is in that of Natolia. The Natolian 
goat, or, as Mr. Buffon calls it, the goat of | 
Angora, has the cars langer than ours, and 
broader in prop ion. The male has horns of | 
about the ſame length wh the goat of Europe, 
but black, and turned very differently, going 


out horizontally on each fide of the head, ana 


twiſted round in the manner of a eork-ſcrew. . 
The horns: of the female are ſhorter, and en- 
eirele the ear ſome what like thoſe of the ram. 
They are of a dazzling white colour, and i in 
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which, indeed, is the caſe with almoſt all the 


animals of Syria. There are a great number of 
theſe animals about Angora, where the inhabitants 
drive a trade with their hair, which is ſold either 
raw, or manufactured into all parts of Europe. 
Nothing can exceed the beauty of the ſtuffs 
which are made from the hair of almoſt all the 
animals of that country. Theſe are well known 8 
among us by the name of camblet, - 
A ſecond variety is the Aſſyrian goat of Gel. NS. 
ner, which is ſomewhat larger than ours, with 
ears almoſt hanging down to the ground, and 
broad in proportion. The horns, on the con- 
trary, are not above two inches and an half 


long, black, and bending a little backwards. 

The hair is of a fox colour, and under the 

throat there are two excreſcences, like the gills 
of a cock. Theſe animals are chiefly kept 
round Aleppo, for the ſake of their milk. They 


are driven through the ſtreets, and their milk 


Is s ſold to the inhabitants as they paſs along. 


In the third variety may be reckoned, the | 
little goat of America, which is of the fize of a 
kid, but the hair is as long as that of the or- 
Uinary breed. The horns, which do not exceed 
the length of a man's finger, are thick, and. 
bend downwards ſo cloſe to the ads that ONE, 
Almoſt enter 5 r 15 | 
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, White is an Amal of this kind at the Cape 
| of Good Hope, called the blue goat; which may 
be ranked as the fourth variety. It is in ſhape: 
15 like the domeſtic, but much larger, being 
nearly of the ſize of a ſtag. Its hair is very 
mort, and of a delightful blue; but it loſes a 

great deal of its beauty when: the animal is 
dead. It has a very long beard; but the horns 
are not ſo long in proportion as in other goats, 
being turned ſpirally, in the manner of a cork -; 
ſcrew. It has very long legs, but well propor- 
tioned; and the fleſh is very well taſted, but 
lean. For this reaſon, in that plentiful country, 
it is chiefly killed upon account of its fin. It 
is a very ſhy animal, and ſeldom comes near the 
Dutch ſettlements; but they are found in great 
abundance in the more uncultivated- parts of 
| the country. | Beſides theſe, they are found 
in this extenſive region of various colours, 
and many of them are ſpotted ae with 
fed. white and brown. 

In fine, the Juda goat referpbles ours in ok | 
parts, except in ſize, it being. much ſmaller. 
This animal is common in Guinea, Angola, and 
all along the coaſt of Africa: it is not much 
larger than an hare, but it is extremely fat, and 
its fleſh admirably taſted.” It is in may ER 
univerſally preferred to mutton. 1 LILY; 

Theſe animals ſeem all of one kind, 8 25 very 
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| inclinations, and the internal conformation: of | 


5 N among each other; we then have no heſfita 


mee are of the goat kind, with which ny" are 
ſo materially connecte. 
But, although cbeſte ore 6 ie Mme . ? 
belong to the goat kind, there are others nearly 


not be equally certain. Theſe are ſuch as, bei 8 


: Hence it is impoſſible to determine with pro: 
Buren deter w elong; 


* bs of PAL” 
; f | 
4 7 4 
> 1 FLO rag + 
\ | 


py diſtindtions between them. It is EY 
' thatthey differ in ſome reſpects; ſuch as having 
neither the ſame colour, hair, ears; or horns. £ 
But it ought to be conſidered as a rule in latins: 
hiſtory, that neither the horns, the colour, the a 
_ Knenels or the length of the hair, or the po- 2 


fitian of the ears, are to be: conſidered as ma- 
king an actual diſtinction in the kinds. Theſe | 
are accidental varieties, produced by climate 
and food, which are known to change even in 
che ſuame animal, and give it a ſeeming dif- 
ference of form. When we ſee the ſhapes, the 


ſeemiugly different creatures nearly the ſame; 
and, above all, when we ſee them producing 


in pronouncing the ſpecies, and aſſerting that 


* 


reſembling the goat, of whoſe kindred we can- 


found in a ſtate of nature, have not wn de 
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e Were there 
but one of theſe. wild animals, the inquiry 
5 would ſoon: be ended; and we might readily 75 
allow it for the parent ſtock; but, in the pre- 

ſent c there are two kinds that have alwoſt 

equal pretenſions to this honour'; and the claims 
hich it has been found difficult to deter- | 
mine. The snithals in queſtion ate the ſham- 


moy and the ibex. Plieſe both bear very near 


approaches to the goat in figure; have borns 


that never ſhed; and, at the ſame time, are 


AT KIND. W 


— 


more different from each other than from the 5 | 
animal in queſtion. From which of theſe two = 
ſources our domeſtic goat is derived is not eaſy 


to ſettle. Inſtead, therefore, of entering into 


the diſcuſſion, I ill content myſelf: with the 


reſult of Mr. Buffon's inquiries. He is of be: 


opinion that the ibex- is the principal ſourot 

ie goat is the immediate deſcend- 
anti ard that the ſhammoy is but᷑ variety from 
that oc, a fort of collateral branch of the ſame | 
ami His principal reaſon for giving: the 
preference to the ibex is its having a more maf- | 
1 large horas, and a large beard; 


that Gur 46 


wants theſe marks of pri- 


mie, ee and wildnefs, - He- fappaſes, 
4herefore; in their priginal ſavage: ſtate, that 
| cn gout (ns en Gee an eyes: | 
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i . and the ſhammoy after the Kir A. 
that this has. produced a variety in theſe. am- 


mals, even FOE n doesnt buman cuts 4: 


. fivations i! 4, -- 4 
© | However this ds; this crak 10 Fae 
Goh both well fitted for their precarious-life; - 
deing extremely ſwift, and capable of running 
with eafe along the edges of precipices, where 
even the wolf or the fox; though inſtigated by 
hunger, dares not purſue theth: They are 
both natives of the Alps, the Pyrenees, and 
the mountains of Greece; there they propa- 
gate in vaſt numbers, and coiſtinue to exiſt | 
in ſpite of the hunter and every beaſt of prey 
that is found ineeſſantly to purſue them 
Ihe ibex reſembles the goat in the ape of 
its ts bod but differs in the horns, which are 
much larger. They are bent back ward, full 
of knots; and it is generally aſſerted that there 
ths” a knot added every year. There are. ſome 
of theſe found, if we may believe Bellonius, at 
leaſt two yards long. The ibex has a large black 
beard, is of a brown colour, with a horns | 
coat of bair. There is a ſtreak of black runs 
3 the top of the back; and the belly — d 
een of the thighs Are of a fa wn colour. "3% Fil At : 
The ſhammoy u, though a wild animal, is 
very eaſily tamed, and docile; and to de found 5 
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only i in rocky and mountainous places It 3 
about the ſize of a domeſtic goat, and re- 
ſembles one in many reſpects. It is moſt agree- 
ably lively, and active beyond expreſſion. The 


ſhammoy” s hair is ſhort, like that of the doe; 

in ſpring it is of an aſh colour, in autumn 
a 11 inclining to black, and in winter 
of a blackiſh brown. This animal is found in 


great plenty in the mountains of Dauphiny, ef 


Piedmont, Savoy, Switzerland, and Germany- 


They are peaceful, gentle ereatures, and live in 


ſociety with each other. Fhey are found in 


flocks of from four to fourſcore, and even an 
hundred, diſperſed upon the crags of the 


mountains. The large males are ſeen feeding 
detached from the reſt, except in rutting time, 
when they approach the females, and drive 


away the young. The time of their coupling 
is from the beginning of November to the end 
af October; and they bring forth in April and 


March. The young keeps with the dam for 


about five months, and ſometimes longer, if 
the bunters and the wolves do not ſeparate 
them. It is afferted that they live between 
twenty and thirty years. Their fleſh is good 


to eat; and they are found to have ten or 


twelve pounds of ſuet, which far ſurpaſſes that 
ef the goat in hardneſs and goodneſs, The 
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[Ha has ſcarce any PR 45 Welt andy 
-are known to have; i: it has any, it is a kind 
fee eg by which the parent calls its 
VvpVoung. But in eaſes of danger, and when it 
8 e n de den 8 the flock; it uſes an hif- 
fing noiſe, whick is heard'at a great diſtance. 
For it is to be obſerved that this creature is ex- 
_ tremely and has an eye the quickeſt 


2 


and moſt piercing. in Nature. Its ſmell alſe is 
not leſs diſtinguiſhing, When it les its enemy 
diſtinctly, it tops for a moment; and then, if 
the perſon be near, in an inſtant aſter it flies 
off. In the ſame manner, by its ſmell, it en 


* 


diſcover à man at half a league diſtance; and 
_ gives. the earlieſt notice. Upon any alarm, 
'__*_ therefore, or any apprehenſions-of danger, the 
_  .ſhammoy begins a . note with ſach 
force, that the r rocks and the foreſis re- echo 
NG: A 5 The firſt-hifs.continues:as long 

| inſpiration. eee eee 


2 a re 

by intervals, until it has ſpread the alarm to a 

very grrat diſtanee- OED Rows — 
in the: ue en 


ſueculent he 
intervals of a This animal is greatly 


a backward, in a ſmall eirele, und end in a very 
harp point. The ears dre plabed in a very | 


JJ TTIO T T 


Fg 


| iiuue: AND eo kp. bs 5 
both: & bounds from rock to ENIY Würm 
dd lecls wünd; it ubs ts the edge of the 


preciplee'; and, ſtill pereeiving the enemy, 


er e thing The hiffitg of the male 


is much louder and ſharper than that of the fe- 
male; it is performed through the noſe; and 


= properly xio more than a very Rivng dreath, 
driven vielentliy throigh a ſmall” * Pk 
The Thammey feeds upon the beſt herb 5 


and chooſes the moſt delicate parts of the plants, 


the flower and the tender buda It is not leſs 
delicate with regar 


pard to ſeveral aromatic herbs, 
which grow upon the des of the mountains. 
Te drinks dut very little while it feeds upon the 
| „ and chews the cùd in the 


admired for the beauty of its eyes, which are 
round and ſparkling, and which mark the 
warmth of its conſtitution: Its head is fürniſhed 


Vith two mall horns, of «bout lf u ft long, 


of a beautiful black, and 'rifing/from: the fore- 
head, almoſt betwixt the es. Theſe, econ . 


trary to what they are found in other animals, 
_ inſtead of going backwards or ſide ways, jet out 


forward; and bend a lit 


e, at their extremities, 


elegant manner, near the herns; and there are 
e . F 
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two Anipes of black on each fide of the fs. 3 
the reſt being of a whitiſh yellow, which never 7 
changes. The horn of this animal is oſten uſed 
as the head of a cane. Thoſe of the female are 
leſs, and not ſo. much bent; and ſome fatriers 
are ſeen to bleed cattle with them. Theſe ani- 
mals are fo much incommoded by heat,” that 
they are never found in ſummer, except in the 
_ eaverns of rocks, amidſt fragments of unmelted 
ice, under the ſhade of high and ſpreading 
trees, or of rough and hanging precipices, that 
face the north, and which keep off entirely 

the rays of the ſun. They go to paſture both 
morning and evening, and ſeldom during! the 
heat of the day. They run along the rocks 
with great eaſe and ſeeming indifference, and 
leap from one to another, ſo that no dogs are 
able to purſue them. There is nothing more 
1 extraordinary. than to ſee them climbing and 
deſcending: precipices, that to all other qua- 
„ drupedes are inaeceſſihle. They always mount 
dend in an oblique direction; and throw 
1 85 themſelves down a rock of thirty feet, and 
light with great ſecurity upen ſome exere- 
ſcence, or fragrhent, on the ſide of che precipice, 
which is juſt large enough to place their feet 
3 0 N 9 Ps e in ne 
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7 5 to ld the velocity of their motion; BAG" 


when they have got upon their © baſe helow, 


they at.oneb. ſeem. fixed and ſecure; In fact, 
to ſee them jump in this manner, they ſeem 
rather to have wings than legs: ſome; indeed; 


pretend to ſay that they uſe. their horns for 


15 elimbing, but this wants confirmation. Cer= 
tain it is that their legs alone are farmed. for 


this arduous employment, the hinder being ra- 
ther longer than the former, and bending in 
ſuch a manner that, when they deſcend upon 


them, they break the foree of the fall, It ies 

alſo aſſerted, that when they feed, one of them 

© always. ſtands. as centinel; but how far this 
may be true is queſtionable. For certain, whils 
they feed, there are ſome of them that keep 
continually gazing round the reſt; but this is 
practiſed among all gregarious e ſo that 


when they ſee any danger, they warn the reſt 
of the herd of its approach. During the rigours 
of winter, the ſhammoy fleeps in the thicker 
foreſts, and feeds upon the ſhrubs and the buds 


of the pine- tree. It ſometimes turns up the 


ſnow with its foot to look for herbage; and, 


Where it is green, makes a delicious repaſt. The 
more eraggy and une ven the foreſt, the more 
this animal is pleaſed with the abode, which 


\thus adds to its a =o The hunting the 


A F 


s AW MALLS + or rar 


W is very laborious and ere 
ficult. The moſt uſual way is to hide behind 


the clefts of the tocks and ſhoot them. This, 
| however, muſt be done with great ptegaution; 
the ſportſman muſt. creep for a vaſt, way upan 
his belly, in filence, and take alſo the advan · 
tags of the wind, which: if it; blow from him 
ey would inſtantliy perer ive. When arriyed 


tn proper diſtanceſ he then / adyanoes his piece, 


guage 1s to be: rile-bartelled, and to carry one 


rtune among them. Some 
ase hi animal as they do the ſtag, by 
| placing proper perſons at all the paſſages of 2 


[ Slalle, or valley, and them ſencling in others 


eds fouls the game. Doge are quite uſeleſs | 


this chace, as they rather alarm than. 
Nor ls it without danger even to the men neon 
it often! happens chat when the animal finde ir- 
ſelf overcpreſſed, it drives at the hunter with its. 
| head; and often tumbles him down the neigh- 
boring precipice.” eee u e r eel 
ice hen ſmooth; bat if there be the leaſt in- 
equalities on its-furface, it then bounds along in 
ſeourity, an@quickly evades all purfuit:: 


The ſkin ef the hamtmey was uber ech 


wh tanned; for its ſoftmuſßs and warmth; at 
Preſent, however; fnee the art of tanning has 
wWuneuthhe to beer OS the FO, 


. 
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un s ade nd from thoſe: of tho 
tame gvat/ the ſheep, and the daer. Many mes 


5 dieinal virtues alſo were ſaid to reſide in the 
A blood, fat, gall, e honcreddon: ſometimes 


found in the ſtomach of this animal, called the 
German Berbar. The fat, mixed with milk, was © 


aid to he guad in alders of the lungs. The gall 
_ was ſaid tobe uſeful in RE e the light; 


the ſtorie, Which is generally ite ol 
a walnut, and blackiſh, was a formerly in great 
requeſt/for having the ſame virtues with oriental 
bezoar, 5 However, in the preſent enlightened 
Rate of iphyſic, all theſe medicines: are quite 
out of "repute; and, although we have the 


natmôs ich ſeveral medicines procurable from 


upedes, vet, except the muſk or hart. 
alone, I know ef none in any degree of 


quadr 
et derne eve, : the fat, the urine, the 


| beak) aid eren the dung, of various animals, 
may be found efficacious where better remedies . 
are not to be had; but they are far ſurpaſſed | 


by many xt Pelost ia ufd, whoſe operations we 


| know, and whoſe virtues are ee den * * 


N 


Pested expetience, NE 
Such Are the ee that more A. 
_ inly belong to the gvat kind. Each of theſe, 
itt all probability, can engender and breed with 


f | 5 
he tber; and were the whole race extin- 
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guiſhed, except any two, theſe would: be ſofs 5 
ficient to repleniſh the world, and dontinue the 


kind. Nature, however, proceeds in her va- 


riations by flow and inſenſible degrees, and 
ſcarce draws a firm diſtinguiſhed line betweell 


any two neighbouring races of animals what- 


ſoever. Thus it is hard to diſcover where 


the ſheep ends und the goat: begins; and we 


ſhall find it ſtill harder to fix reciſely the 


boundaries ' between the goat kind and the 


deer. 8 In all tranſitions from one kind to the + 
other, there are to be found a middle race of 


. animals, that ſeem to paftake of the nature f 
both, and that dan preeiſely be referred to nei- 


. ther. a That race .of- quadrupedes,. called the ; 


gazelles, are of this kind; they are properly 
neither goat nor deer, and yet they haye many 


of the marks of both; they 1 the, ſhade 


between theſe two kinds, and fi 
in Nature, EE Io 5 


VN 


THE GALELLES | 
Tur Gatelles of which 1 are re 


kinds, can, with propriety, be referjed, neither b 


to the goat nor the deer; and yet they partake | 
of both natures.” Like: the goat, they have 
hollow horns that never fall, which! is | other, 


* 
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File 1 in the deer. T hey have a eil bidde 5 
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which is found in the goat and not in the deer; 
and, like that animal, they feed rather upon 
chrubs than graſſy paſture. '* On the other 
hand, tliey reſemble the roe.buck in fize and 
; delicacy of form; they have deep pits under 
the eyes like that animal; they reſemble the 
roe-buck in the colour ad nature of their 
hair; they reſemble him in the bunches upon 
cheir legs, which: only differ in being upon the 
| fore-legs in theſe, and on the hind-legs in the 
other. They ſeem, therefore, to be of a middle 
nature between theſe two kinds; or, to ſpeak 
with greater truth and precifion, n a di- 
ARES kind by. themfelves. „ 
The diſtinguiſhing marks of this: tribe of” 
| eh by which they differ both from the 
goat and deer, are theſe: their horns are made 
differently, being annulated or ringed round, at 
the ſame time that there are longitudinated de. 
preſſions running from the bottom to the point. 
They have bunches of hair upon their fore- legs; 
they have a ſtreak of black, red, or brown, 
running along the lower part · of their ſides, 
and three ſtreaks of whitiſh hair in the internal 
| ſide of the ear. Theſe are characters that none 
of them are without; beſides theſe, there are 
others which, in general, they are found to 
have, and which are more obvious to the be- 
| | F 4 
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| holder... Ot all, avimals.; in dhe world, the; . 
zelle has the moſt beautiful eye, ebener 

| brilliant, and- yet ſo meek that all- the eaſtern 
poets compare the eyes of their iſtneſlss +6 | 
thoſe. of this animal. A gatelle- ey : 1 
is conſidered as the higheſt -eompliment that 

à lover can pay; and, indeed, the Greeks 
themſelves thought it no Inelegant piece of - 
flattery to reſemble the eyes of a beautiful wo- 
man to thoſe. of a cow. The gazelle, for the 
molt part, is more delicately and finely limbed | 
than even the -roe-buck ; its hair is as ſhort, 
but ſiner and more gloſſy. ths, hinder legs are 

lon ger than thoſe before, as in the hure, which 
gives it greater ſecurity. in aſcending of de- 

_ Jeending ſteep places, Their Griftnels: is equal, 

il not ſuperior to that of the ros but a8 the 
„ latter bounds forward, fo.theſe run along in an 
even uninterrupted courſe. Moſt of them 
are brown upon the back, white under rc 
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| + belly, with a black fitipe; ſeparati 
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© lours between, Their tail is of yari ous length, oft 
but in all covered with pretty Ne hair; and are 


. their euts are beautiful. well placed, and ter- 
minating in a point. They all have a cloved 
hoof; like the ſheep; ' they, all bave permanent 
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ot theſe animals, Mr. Buffon: makes twelve 
ve however, is much fewer than 
= other naturaliſts have made them. The 
flrſt is the ganella, properly ſo called; which is 
ol the fize of the toe · buck, and very much res 
ſembling it in all the proportions. of its body, 
bat entirely. differing, as was ſaid in the nature 
| and faſhion of the: horns, which: are Mack and 
hollow, like thoſe of the ram, or the goat, and 
never fall. The ſecond he oalls the eved, 
which: is rather leſß than the former; its eyes 
alſo. ſeem larger; and its horns, inftead of 
being round, are flatted on the ſides, as well 
in the male as the female. The third he calls 
the corin, which very mych reſembles the two 
former, but that it is fill leſs than either. Its 
horns alſo are ſmaller in proportion, ſmoother 
than thoſe of the other tup, and the annular 
| prominences belonging to the kind are ſcarce © 
diſcernible, and may rather be galled wrinkles 
than prominentes. Some of theſe animals ert 
| enen ſeen ſtreaked like the tiger Theſe three 
are ſuppoſed. to bo of the ſame ſpecies, - The 
fourth he calls the /nrvran,;the.[horns only. of 
which he has ſeen ; which, from their figs, and x 
the; deſtription-of travellers, he ſuppoſes to be- 
long to a larger kind of the gazelle, e in 
® N een en eee 
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The fifth he calls the Lobau, and the Arth the - 
7 bob; theſe two differ from each other only in 

fize, the former being much larger than the 
latter. The muzzle of theſe animals is much 
longer than thoſe of the ordinary gazelle; the 
head i is differently ſhaped, and they have no de- 
preſſions under the eyes. The ſeventh he calls 
after its Egyptian name, the algazel ; which is 
ſhaped pretty much like the ordinary gazelle, 


| | except that the horns are much longer, | being 
generally three feet from the point to the in- 


ſertion; whereas, in the common gazelle, they 
re not above a foot; they are ſmaller alſo, and 
ccraighter, till near the extremities, when they 
turn ſhort, with a very ſharp flexure; they are 
black and ſmooth, and the annular prom inences 
are ſcarcely obſervable. The eighth is called 
the pazan; or, by ſome, the bezoar goat, which 
_ greatly reſembles the former, except a ſmall 
Fafiety in their horns; and alſo with this dif- 
ference, that as the en feeds upon the 
Plains, this is only found in the mountains. 
They are both inhabitants of the ſame countries 
and climate 3 being, found in Egypt, Arabia, 
and Perſia. This laſt is the animal famous for 
chat concretion in the inteſtines or ſtomach, 
_ called: the oriental beꝛbar, -wh ich was once in 
| fuck 8 138 over 28 world: for its . 
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nen The word kuba: is ſuppoſed to take 
its name either. from the pazan or paar, which 55 
is the animal that produces it; or from a word a 
in the Arabic language, which ſigniſies antidate; 
or counter-peiſen. It is a ſtone! of a glazed 
blackiſh colour, found in the ſtomach, or tho 
inteſtines of ſome animal, and brought over to 
us from the Eaſt Indies. Like all other animal- 
concretions,: it is found to have a kind of nus 
dleus;6r" hard: {ubſtance within, upon which 
the external coatings were formed; for; upon 
| being ſawed through; it is ſeen to have layer 

over layer, às in an onioh. This nucleus is of 
various kinds; ſoinetimes dhe buds of a ſlirub, 

ſometimes a piece ofuſtone and ſometimes a 
marcaſitẽ. This flone is from the ſize of an 
àcorn to that of a pigeon's egg; the larger 
the ſtone; the more valuable it is held; its 
price increaſing, lĩke chat of diamnd. There 
was a time when a ſtone of four ounces fold in 
Europe for above two hundred pounds; but; 
at preſent, the price is greatly fallen, and thẽ 
are in very little eſteem: The hezoar is of va- 

rious: Colours; ſomietimes of à Blood.” colour, 

ſometimes: af a pale yellow, and of all the 

5 ſhades between theſe two. It is generally gloſly; 
ſmooth, and has a fragrant ſmell, like that 


of  ambergris,” probably ariſing from the aro« 
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when beconie too large to p block or the | i 
of the food, eee e The „ 
ſubſtaner of theſe balls, however, is different | 1 
from the bezoar mentioned above; being rather | 
a concretion of hair than of Kons. e | 3708 
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Minh wt the rdnquer,. dann 4 native of | 
Senegal. This differs ſome what in ſhape and 
colour from the reſt; but particularly in the 
ape of its 1 borns, which are frraight to near the 
points, whoſe: they crook forward, pretty much 
in the ſame manner as in the ſhammoy they crook 
backward. The tenth variety of the gazelle 
s the antelope, ſo well known to the Engliſh, 
who gave it the name. This animal is of the 
fize of a roe-buck, yy reſembles the gazelle 
in many particulars, but differs in others: it 
has deeper eye- pits than the former; the horns 
are formed differently alſo, being about fixteen 
inches long, almoſt tauching each other at the 
bottom, and ſpreading as they riſe, ſo as at their 
tips to be fixteen inches aſunder. They have 
the annular prominences of their kind, but not 
ſo diſtinguiſnable as in the gaxzelle: however, 
they have à double flexure, which is very re- 
markable, and ſerves to diſtinguiſh them from 
alt others of their kind. At the root they have 
à tuft o hair, which is longer than that of any 
part of the body. Like others of the ſame 
kind, the antelope is brown on the back, and 
Wzhite under the belly; but theſe colours are 
not ſeparated by the black ſtreak which. is to be 
found in all. the reſt of the gazelle kinds. 
e are en t Sorts: 10 this en de ſome 
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with lager horns than others, and others with | 
leſs. The one which makes the eleventh vas | 
riety in the gazelle kind, Mr. Buffon calls the 


lidme, which has very long horns; and the 
other, which is the twelfth and laſt, he calls ; 


1 5 the zaun ee, 0 horns of which es | 


We theſe n Fry added . or mat w. varieties 13 
more, which it is not eaſy to tell whether to re- | 
fer to the goat or the gazelle, as they equally 


- reſemble both. The firſt of theſe is the Bu-. 


balus,. an animal that ſeems to partake of the 


mixed natures of the cow, the goat, and the 


deer. It reſembles the ſtag in the ſize and the 


iure of its body, and particularly in the ſhape 


of its legs. But it has permanent horns, like 


the goat; and made entirely like thoſe of 
4 the gazelle kind. It alſo reſembles that ani! 


mal in its way of living: however, it differs 
in the make of its head, being exactly like 

the cow in the length of its muzzle, and i a. 
the diſpoſition of the bones of the ſkull ; from 


which fimilitude it has taken it name. This 
animal has a narrow long head; the eyes are 


placed very high; the forehead wort and nar. 
row; the horns permanent, about a foot long; 
black, thick, annulated, and the rings of the 


gazelle kind, remarkable large; its ſhoulders | 


— 


dre an it; bes u Lind of unch on 
them, that terininates at the neck; the tail is, 
about a foot long, and tufted with Hair at the 
extremity, The hair of this aniinal is remark- 
| 4 able in being thicker at the wiadle than at che 
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1 loatott its lin ob bel l are « ihe only PO 
tudes, between them: as the one has a very 
large branching Head of {oli id horns that are an- | 
noally deciduous, the other has black uribranch- 
ig hollow harns that never fall. The 4 
is common enough in Barbary; and has often 
| been called by the name of the barbary cow 
from which animal it differs ſo widely. It p 
takes pretty much of the nature of the antelope; 
like that having the hair ſhort, the hide coil 
dhe ears pointed, and the fleſh good for food. 
W e — animdl-of A r 
ks to be e 4 125 to the en 
but with hollom horns, like: thoſe of the goat 
"_ and with 83 bee ee b 
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long, ate well It proportioned. 


Jͤͤͤĩ[Eꝛ; ñĩ]“ 5ͤ xx ß I 0 
7 — IS * . 2 * 5 * 5 


14 


| eukrr an SS æ Nb. 9. 
fiber. All along the back there runs a white 5 
liſt, which ends at tlie infertion of the tail; 


anotlier of the fame colour croſſes this, at the 
bottom of the neck, whict it entirely ſurrounds: 


— 


there are t-Wo more of the fame kind running fo | 


round the body, one behind the fore-legs, and 


the other running parallel to it before the 


hinder. The colour of the reſt of the body is 
greyiſh, except the belly, which'is white: it has 
alſo a Jong grey beard'; and To legs, though 


, he cats | 
the aid. It reſembles the N in every 
particular, except in the colour of the belly, 
whieh, as we have feen, is white in them, but in 
this is of a deep brown. Its horns alſo are not 
marked with annular prominences, but are | 
ſmooth and poliſhed. It is alſo remarkable for 
white lifts, on a brown ground, that are dif- 
poſed along the animal's body, as if it were 
covered with an harneſs. Like the former, i it is | 


| 4 native of Africa. 


The African wild Foat of Grinimids: is the 
fourth,” It is of a dark aſh-· colour; and in the 


middle of the head is an hairy tuft, ſtanding 


upright; on both fides, between the eyes and 

the noſe, there are very deep eavities, greater 

than thoſe of the other a. which contain a 
Vor. UI. Ts | 
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yellow oily. liquor, which conmalites 206. , 4 


| 
j 


it 


black ſubſtance, that has a ſmell between muſk: 


and civet. This being taken away, the liquor : 


again runs out, and coagulates, as before. 


Theſe cavities have no. communication with the . 
eyes, and, conſequently, this 00ZIng ſubſtance 
can have nothing of the nature of tears. 


To this we may add the chevrotin, or little 


guinea deer, which is the leaſt of all cloven 


footed quadrupedes, and perhaps the moſt 
beautiful; its legs, at the ſmalleſt part, are not 
much thicker than the ſhank of a tobacco - pipe; 


| it is about ſeven inches high, and about twelve 
from the point of the noſe to the inſertion of the 
tail, It is the moſt delicately ſhaped animal in 


the world, being completely formed like a ſtag 
in miniature; except that its horns, when it has 


any, are more of the gazelle kind, being hollow 
and annulated in the ſame manner. It has two 


canine teeth in the upper jaw; in which reſpect 
it differs from all other animals of the goat or 
deer kind, and thus makes a ſpecies entirely 


diſtinct by itſelf. This wonderful animal's 
colour is not leſs plealing; the hair which is 


ſhort and gloſſy, being in ſome of a beautiful 
yellow, except on the neck and belly, which 


is white. They are natives of India, Guinea, 
and 08, warm climades between the OE; 4 


T 
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| and are found in great plenty. But though | 


they are amazingly ſwift for their ſize, yet the 


I Negroes often overtake. them in the purſuit, 


and knock them down with their ſticks. They 


may be eaſily tamed, and then they become 


familiar and pleaſing; but they are of ſuch de- 
licate conſtitutions, that they can bear no cli- 
mate but the hotteſt; and they always periſh 


with the rigours of ours, when they are brought 


over. The male in Guinea has horns; the fe- 


male is without any; as are all the kinds of 


this animal, to be found either in Java or 
e where they chiefly abound. 1 

Such is the liſt of the gazelles; all which 
pretty nearly reſemble the deer in form, and de- 
licacy of ſhape; but have the horns hollow, 


ſingle, and permanent, like thoſe of the goat, 


They properly fill up, as has been already ob- 
ſerved, the interval between theſe two kinds of 


animals; ſo that it is difficult to tell where the 


goat ends, and the deer may be ſaid to begin. 


If we compare the gazelles with each other, we 


ſhall find but very flight diſtinctions between 
them. The turn or the magnitude of the 
tforns, the different ſpots on the ſkin, or a dif- 
ference of ſize in each, are chiefly the marks by 


; with their varieties are to be known; but _ 5 
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way of -liviog, Wiens ani l 5 
ſwiftneſs, all come under one deſorip tion. 
The gazelles are, in- general, inhabitants of 
the warmen eli mates; and ons ein mann 

other embelliſhments; to add beauty to | 
foreſts that are for ever green. ———— 
ſeen feeding in-herds; onithe ſides of the moun- 


tain, or in the fade of the: -woods:;| and fly all 


together, upon the ſmalleſt approaches of dan - 
ger. Fhey bound with ſuch ſwiftneſs and are 
To very ſny, that dogs or men vainly attempt 
to purſue them. They traverſe thoſe pre- 
cipices with eafe and ſafety, Which to ever, 
auadrupede elſe are quite impracticableʒ nor 
can any animals but of the winged kind, over- 
take them. Accordingly, in all thoſe countries 
where they are chiefly found, they are purſued 
by falcons; and this admirable manner of 
hunting makes one of the principal amuſements 
of the upper ranks of people all over the Eaſt. 
The Arabians, Perſians, and Turks, breed 
upefon this purpoſe, that kind of hawk called 
the falcon: gentle, with which, when properly 


trained, they go forth on horſeback, among the 


foreſts and the mountains, the falcon perching 
upon the hand of the hunter. Their expedition 
is. conducted with profound filenee;: their dogs 

are taught to . behind; while the men, on 
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che fleeteſt novice ſors look round for the-game. 
Whenever they ſpy a gazelle at the proper 
diſtance, they point the falcon to its object, 
and encourage it to purſue. The falcon, with 
the ſwiftneſs of an arrow, flies to the animal; 
that, knowing its danger, endeavours, but too 

late, to eſcape. The falcon ſoon coming up 
with its prey, fixes it talons, one into the ani- 
mal's check, the other into its throat, and 
deeply wounds it. Onithe other hand, the ga- 


pelle sttempts to ęſcape, but is generally 


wounded too deep to run far. The falcon clings 
with the utmoſt perſeverance, nor ever leaves 
its prey fill it ills; upon which the hunters | 
from behind approaching, take up both, and 
reward the falcon with the blood of the ſpoil. 
They alſo teach the young ones, by applying 
them to the deadanima['s throat, and accuſtom- 
Y Mar betimes to fix upon that particular 

Part; for if it ſhould happen that the falcon 
fixed upon any other part of the gazelle, either 
its back or its haunches, the animal would 
eaſily eſcape: among the mountains, and the | 
hunter would alſo loſe his falcon. : 
I)! bey ſometimes alſo hunt theſe animals with 

the ounce. ''This carnivorous and fierce CreA- 
ture enn tame and domeſtic, generally 

: & 3: 


86 ANIMALS OF THE: 


| fits on horſeback behind the hunter, and re- 

mains there with the utmoſt compoſure; until 
the gazelle is ſhewn ; it is then that it exerts 
all its arts and fierceneſs; it does not at once 


fly at its prey, but approaches ſlyly, turning TED 


and winding about until it eomes within the 


05 proper diſtance, when all at once it bounds 


upon the heedleſs animal, and inſtantly kills it, 
and ſucks its blood. If, on the other hand, it 
miſſes its aim, it reſts in its place, without at- 
tempting to purſue any farther, but ſeems 
aſhamed of its own inability, - 

There is ſtill another way of taking the * 
zelle, which ſeems not ſo certain, nor ſo amuſing 
as either of the former. A tame gazelle is bred 
up for this purpoſe, who is taught to join thoſe 
of its kind, wherever it perceives them. When 
the hunter, therefore, perceives à herd of theſe 


together, he fizes a nooſe round the horns of the 


tame gazelle, in ſuch a manner, that if the reſt 
but touch it, they are entangled; and thus pre- 
pared, he ſends his gazelle among the reſt. The 
tame animal no ſooner approaches, but the 
males of the herd inſtantly ſally forth to oppoſe 
him; and, in butting with their horns, are 
caught in the nooſe. In this, both ſtruggling 
for ſome time, fall together to the ground; and, 
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at laſt, the hunter coming up, diſengages the 
one, and kills the other. Upon the whole, 
however, theſe animals, whatever be the arts 
uſed to purſue them, are very difficult *to he 
taken. As they are continually ſubject to 
alarms from carnivorous beaſts, or from man, 
they keep chiefly in the moſt ſolitary and inac- 
ceſſible places, and find their only protection 


from fituations of the greateſt ane 
1 


G4 


. CHAP 


protracted enquiry is 


deſty, than to produce information. "Alebough 
the number and nature of quadrupedes at firſt 


glance ſeems very little known ; 


deſcriptions. | 


IV . 
> 7, 1 
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TRE n more we ſearch into 8 the more A 
we ſhall find how little ſhe is known; and we 
ſhall more than once haye occaſion to kad, oy 
more apt to teach us 
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Jet, when we 
come to examine cloſer, we find ſome with 
which we are very partially acquainted, and 
others that are utterly unknown. There is ſcarce _ 
a cabinet of the curious but what has the ſpoils 
of animals, or the horns or the hoofs f qua- 
1 drupedes, which do not come within former 
There is ſcarce a perſon whoſe 
trade is to dreſs or. improve furs, but knows 
ſeveral creatures by their ſkins, which no 
naturaliſt has hitherto had notice of. But 
of all quadrupedes, there is none ſo juſtly the 


5 reproach 'of natural hiſtorians, as that which 


' bears the muſk. This perfume, ſo well known 
to the elegant, and fo very uſeful in the hands 
of the phyſician, 4 medicine that has for more 
than a century been imported from the Eaſt in 
great quantities, and during all that time has 
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been improving in its reputation, is, neverthe- 

leſs, ſo very little underſtood, that it remains a 

doubt whether the animal that produces it be ann 9 

hog, an ox, a goat, ox a deer. When an animal N 

with which we are 5 nearly gonnected, is ſo 8 | 

utterly unknown, h w little muſt we know of fl 

many that are more remote and unſeryiceable! - A 

Yet naturaliſts proceed in the ſame train, en- . 1 

lg their catalogues and their names, with- 

out endeayouring.40 find ont the nature, and 

flix the preciſe hiſtory of thoſe with which we 

are very partially-acquainted. It is the ſpirit _ - 

of the ſcholars of the preſent age, to be fonder 

of increaſing the bulk of our knowledge than 

its utility; of extending their dena _m_ 

of improving their empire. 5 

The muſk which comes to Donkin is esche | 

over in ſmall bags, about the ſize of a pigeon's / 

egg, which, vhen cut open, appear to contain 
à kind of duſky-reddidh ſubſtance, like coa- 


gulated blood, and which, in large quantities, : 
has 4 very ſtrong ſmell; but, when mixed and i] 

_ diffuſed, © hecomes a very agreeable perfume. 1 
Indeed, no ſubſtance now. known in the world 9 
has a ſtronger or a more permanent ſmell. A 9 
grain of muſkk perfumes a whole room; and its 1 
odour continues for ſome days, within dimi- 4 
nution. But in a larger quantity it continues | 
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for years together ; and ſeems ſcarce waſted i in 
its weight, although j it has filled the atmoſphere 


to a great diſtance with its parts. It is par- 
ticularly uſed in medicine, in neryous and hy- 
ſteric diſorders; and is found, in ſuch caſes, to 
be the moſt powerful remedy now in uſe : how- 


ever, the animal that furniſhes this admirable 
medicine, has been very variouſly deſcribed, 


| and 1 is known but- very imperfectly. 


The deſcription given of this animal by 


5 Grew, is as follows: The muſk animal is pro- 


perly neither of the goat nor deer kind, for it 
has no horns, and it is uncertain whether it ru- 


minates or not; however, it wants the fore- 


teeth in the upper jaw, in the ſame manner as 
in ruminating animals; but, at the ſame time, 


it has tuſks like thoſe of a hog. It is three feet 


ſix inches in length, from the head to the tail ; 


and the head is above half a foot long. The 


fore- part of the head is like that of a grey- 


hound; and the ears are three inches long, and 
erect, like thoſe of a rabbit; but the tail is not 


above two inches. It is cloven footed, like 


beaſts of the goat kind; the hair on the head 
and legs is half an inch long, on the belly an 
inch and an half, and on the back and buttocks 
three inches, and proportionably thicker than 


in any other animal. It is brown and white 
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alternately, from the root to the point ; on the 
head and thighs it is brown, but under the 


belly and tail white, and a little curled, eſpe- 


cially. on the back and belly. On each fide 


of the lower Jaw, under the corners of the 
mouth, there is a tuft of thick hair, which is 


| ſhort and hard, and about three quarters of an 
inch long. The hair, in general, of this ani- 

mal, is remarkable for its ſoftneſs and fine tex- 
the tuſks, which are an inch and an half long, 


and turn back in the form of an hook; and 


more particularly the bag which contains the 
muſk; which is three inches long, two broad, 

and ſtands out from the. belly an inch and an 
half. It is a very fearful animal, and, there- 
fore, it has long ears; and the ſenſe of hearing 


is ſo quick, that - it can eee eden at a 


| great, diftandeos 14nd: nad ett ro ad al 22 Br 
- After:ſo Tong and B ee a deletion 
of thin animal, its nature is but very little 
known ; nor has any auatomiſt as yet bs 
its internal ſtructure; or been able to inform us 
whether it be a ruminant animal, or one of the 
hog kind; how the muſk is formed, · or whether 


thaſe/ bags in which it comes to us be really be- 


longing ta the animal, or are only the ſophiſti⸗ 
cation b the venders. Indeed, when we con- 
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| Which are conſumed in Europe: alone, not to 
mention che eaſt, where it is in fill greater: re- 


poſethat:any 


pute than here, we-canchardlyſy 


one animal can furniffi the ſopply'; 5 and parti · 3 


gularly when it muſt-be killed before the bag 


can be obtained. We are told, it is true, that 
the muſk. is often depoſited by the animal upon 


i trees and ftones, againſt which itirzabs itſelf 


hen the quantity becomes uneaſy but it is 


not in hat form which We receive it, but al- 
ways in hat ſeems to be its own natural blad - 


der. Of theſe, Tayerner/ ht home near 


duo thouſand -in ane-year; and 36 the animal 
; is "wid! 4 many muſt, during that ſpace, have 

been hunted and taken But as the creature 

z mms very ſby, and as it js found but 
1 provinces of the eaſt, the 


| wands is how its bag ſhould be ſo cheap, and 


Fuatniſbed in Seh great plenty. The bag in 
common dos mot caſt (if I du not forget) above 
a crown by retail, ah yet this is ſuppoſed the 


only one belenging te the animal; and for the 


obtaining of which, it mut have been hunted 
and killed. The only. wa of ſolvintz this 


difficulty, is to ſuppoſe that thee bags are, in a 
8 meaſure; counterfeit, | taken "from: fone 


al, or Sam: ira 
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filled with its blood, and a very little of the 


perfume, but endugh to impregnate the reſt 
with a ſtrong and permanent odour. It comes 
to us from different parts of the eaſt; from 


China, Tonquin, Bengal, and often at Muf- 


covy : that" of Thibet is reckoned the beſt, and 


ſells for fourteen ſhillings an ounce ; that of 


Muſcovy the worſt, and ſells but for three; the 
odour of this, though very ſtrong at firſt, being 


. quickly found to evaporate. 


Muſk was ſome years ago in the higheff re- 
queſt as a perfume, and but little regarded as a 
medicine ; but at prefent its reputation is to- 


_ tally changed ; and having been found of great 
benefit in phyſic, it is but little regarded for 


the purpoſes of elegance. It is thus that things 
which” become neceſfary, ceaſe to continue 
pleaſing and the conſciouſneſs of their uſe, 


deſtroys their power of adminiſtering delight. 
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Is « we. compare the ſlag ol the bull; as. to o Hape 
and form, no two animals can be more unlike ; 


and yet, if we examine their internal LOI 


we ſhall find a ſtriking fimilitude between them. 
Indeed, their differences, except to a nice ob. 


ſerver, will ſcarcely be perceivable. All of the 


deer kind want the gall-bladder; their kidnies 5 


are formed differently; their ſpleen is alſo pro- 


portionably larger; their tail is ſhorter; z and 
their horns, which are ſolid, are renewed every 


year... Such are the ſlight internal diſcrimina- 


tions between two animals, one of which is 5 
among the ſwifteſt, and the other the heavieſt 


of the brute creation. | 
we he ſtag i is one of thoſe innocent und peace- 


able animals that ſeems made to embelliſh the 
foreſt, and animates the ſolitudes of Nature. The 
eaſy elegance of his form, the lightneſs of his 
motions, thoſe large branches that ſeem made 
rather for the ornament of his head than its de- 
fence, the ſize, the ſtrength, and the ſwiftneſs 
of this beautiful creature, all ſufficiently rank 


him among the firſt of quadrupedes, among the 
moſt noted objects of human curioſity. 


THE DEER KIND. 95 


The ſtag, or hart, whoſe female i is called a 


hind, and the young a caff, differs in ſize and 
in horns from a fallow-deer. He is much 
larger, and his horns are round; whereas in the 
fallow kind they are broad ud palmated. By 


theſe the animal's age is known. The firſt year 


the ſtag has no horns, but an horny excreſcence, 
which is ſhort, rough, and covered with a thin 
hairy ſkin. The next year the horns are ſingle 


and ſtraight; the third year they have two 
antlers, three the fourth, four the fifth, and 
five the fixth ; this number is not always cer- 

_ tain, for ſometimes there are more, and often 


leſs. When arrived at the ſixth year, the ant- 


lers do not always increaſe ; and, although the 


number may amount to fix or ſeven on each 


fide, yet the animal's age is then eſtimated ra- 
ther from the ſize of the antlers and the thick- 
neſs of the branch which ſuſtains Ps than 


from their variety. 


Theſe horns, large as they ſeem, are, not- 
withſtanding, ſhed every year, and new ones 


come in their place. 'The old horns are of a 
firm ſolid texture, and uſually employed in 


making handles for knives and other domeſtic 


utenſils. But, while young, nothing can be 
more ſoft or tender ; and the animal, as if con- 


ſcious of his own imbecility, at thoſe times, in- 
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from the reſt of his fellows, and hides bimſelf | 


to paſture, except by night. During this time, 


the old horn is fallen off, the new does not be- 
rent perioſteum, or ſkin, which, as atiatomiſts 


| teach us, covers the bones of all animals. Af- 


to be covered with a downy ſubſtance that has 


more than a continuation of the ee of 


8 ANIMALS OF-. — 
fantly üpon ſhedding his Ans förtier Bong e 


in folitudes and thickets, never venturing out 


a which moſt uſually happens in the ſpring, the 
new Horus are very painful, and have a quick 

ſenſibility of any external ropreffion.- The flies 
alſo are extremely troubleſotiie to Him. Wheri 


gin immediately to appear; but the bones of 
the ſkull are ſeen covered only with a tranſpa- 


ter a ſhort time, however, this Kin begins to 
ſwell, and to form a ſoft tumour, which con- 
tains a great deal of blood, and which begins 


the feel of velvet, and appears nearly of the 
fame colour with the reft of the animal's hair. 
This tumour every day buds forward from the 
point like the graft of a tree; and, riſing by 
degrees from the head, ſhoots out the antlers 
on either fide, ſo that in a few days, in pro- 
portion as the animal is in condition, the 
whole head is completed. However, as was 
ſaid above, in the beginning, its conſiſtence is 
very ſoft, and has a ſort of bark, which is no 


i} 
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the Aciil, = 11 is velveted and away, and waeren 
where furniſhed with bl66y-yellels, that ſupply 


the growing horns with nouriſhment. 'As they | 


creep along the fides of the branches, the print 
is marked over the whole ſurface ; and tlie 
larger the blood - veſſels, the deeper theſe marks 
are found to be; from hence ariſes the inequd- 
lity of the ſurface of the deer's horns; which, 
as we ſee, are furrowed all along the ſides, the 
impreſſions diminiſhing towards the point, v whete 
the fubſtance i is as ſmooth and as ſolid as Ivory. 
But it ought to be obferved, that this ſubſtance, 
of which the horns is compoſed, begins to 
harden at the bottom while the upper part re- 
mains foft, and ſtill continues growing; from 
whence it appears that the horns grow diffe. 
rently in deer frem thoſe of ſheep or cows; in 
which they are always ſeen to increaſe from the 
bottom. However, when the whole head has 
received its full growth, the extremities then 


begin to acquire their ſolidity ; ; the velvet co- 


vering, or bark, with its blood - veſſels, dry up, 
and then begin to fall; and this the animal 
haftens, by rubbing its ane againſt every tree. 
it meets. In this manner, the whole external 
ſurface being tripped off by degrees, at length 
the whole head acquires its complete hardneſs, 
expanſion, and beauty. 
Vo. III. 8 5 1 


— 


bo 


"= ANIMALS or. THE. 


It would be a vain taſk to enquire nts the 
cauſe of the animal production of theſe horns ; ; 
it is ſufficient to obſerve, that if a ſtag be ga 
ſtrated when. Its horns, are fallen off, they will 
never grow again ; 3, and, on the contrary, if 
the ſame operation 18 performed When they are 
on, they will never fall off. If only one of his 

teſticles are | taken opt, he will want the horn 

on that fide ; if one of the teſticles only be tied 
up he will want the horn of. the oppbſite fide, 
| T he increaſe of their proviſion alſo tends to fa, 
| cilitate the growth and the expanſion of the 
horns; and Mr. Buffon thinks it poſſible to re? 
tard their growth entirely, by greatly retrench · 
| ing their food *, As a proof of this, nothing | 
can be more obvious than the difference bes 
tween a ſtag bred in fertile paſtures and un- 


5 diſturbed by the hunter, and one often purſued | 


and ill nouriſhed. The former has his head 
expanded, his antlers numerous, and the 
branches thick; the latter has but few antlers, 

the traces of the blood - veſſels upon them are 
but ſlight, and the expanſion but little. The 
beauty and ſize of their horns, therefore, mark 
their ſtrength and their vigour; ſych of them 
as are ſickly, or have been wounded, never 
| ſhooting out chat magnificent profuſion o much 


* Buffon, » vol. Xi. p. td 


„ tact SE ana, 
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| Amine in this animal. Thus the horns may, 


in every reſpect, be reſembled to a vegetable 


ſubſtance, Stade upon the head of an animal. 
Like a vegetable they grow from the extremi- 


ties; like a vegetable they are for a while co- 
yered with a bark that nouriſnes them; like a 


vegetable they have their annual production 


and decay; and a ſtrong imagination might 
ſuppoſe thut the leafy productions on which the 
animal . go 0 once more to W in his 
horns 

The flag is patty; a eirdvertorith old before 


the horns begin to appear, and then a fingle 
branch is all that is ſeen for the year enſuing. 


About the beginning of ſpring, all of this kind 


are ſcen to ſhed their horns, which fall off of 
themſelves; though ſometimes the animal aſ- 


ale the'efforts of Nature, by rubbing ben 
againſt a tree. It ſeldom happens that the 


branches on both ſides fall off at the ſame time; 
there often being two or three days between the 


dropping of the one and the other. The old 


ſtags uſually ſhed their horns firſt; which gene- 


rally happens towards the latter end of Fe- 


bruary, ' or the beginning of March. Thoſe of 
the ſecond head, (namely, fuch as are between 


4 Me Buffon has ſuppoſed ſomething like cis, Vide at. 
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five and fix years old) ſhed their: horns about 


the middle or latter end of March; thoſe {till 
younger, in the month of April ; and the 


youngeſt of all not till the middle, or the latter 
end of May; they generally ſned them in pools 


of water, whither they retire from the heat; 
and this has given rife to the opinion of their 
always hiding their horns. Theſe rules, though 


true in general, are yet ſubject to many varia- 
tions; and univerſally it is known that a ſevere 
winter retards the ſhedding of the horns. 1 


The horns of the ſtag generally increaſe in 


thickneſs and in height from the ſecond year of 
its age to the eighth. In this ſtate of perfection 


they continue during the vigour of life; but as 
the animal grows old the horns feel the impreſs 
ſions of age, and ſhrink like the reſt of the 


body. No branch hears more than twenty or 


twenty-two antlers even in the higheſt ſtate of 
vigour ; and the number is ſubject to great va · 


riety ; for it happens that the ſtag at one year 
has either leſs or more than the year preceding, 
in proportion to the goodneſs of his paſture, or 
the continuance of his ſecurity, as theſe animals 


ſeldom thrive when often rouzed by the hun- 
ters. The horns are alſo found to partake of 
the nature of the ſoil; in the more fertile pa- 


| ſtures they are large and tender; on the con- 


ho 


rut 
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thy, in the barren ſail they are hard, Framed 


and brittle. 


As ſoon as the ſtags have med their horns, 
they ſeparate from each other, and ſeek the 


plainer parts of the country, remote from every 


other animal, which they are utterly unable to 
oppoſe. They then walk with their heads 
ſtooping down, to keep their horns from ſtrik- 
ing dgairiſt the branches of the trees above. 
In this ſtate of imbecility they continue near 
three months before their heads have acquired 
their full growth and ſolidity; and then, by 


rubbing them againſt the branches of every 


thicket, they at length clear them of the ſkin 


which had contributed to their growth and 


nouriſhment. It is faid by ſome that the horn 


. takes the colour of the ſap of the tree againſt 5 
which it is rubbed; and that ſome thus become 
red, when rubbed againſt the heath; and others 


brown, by rubbing againſt the oak; this how- 
ever, is a miſtake, ſince ſtags kept in parks 
where there are no trees, have a variety in the 
colour of their horns, which can be aſcribed to 
nothing but Nature. | 

A ſhort time after they have furniſhed their 


Horns, they begin to feel the impreſſions of the 


rut, or the defire of copulation. The old ones 
are the moſt forward ; and about the end of 
Hz | 
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Auguſt, « or. the beginning of September, they 
quit their thickets, and return to the mountain 
in order to ſeek the hind, to. whom they call 
with a toud tremulous note. At this time their 


neck is ſwoln; they appear bold and furious; 


fly from country to country; ſtrike with their 


horns againſt the trees and other obſtacles, and 

continue reſtleſs and fierce until they haye found 
the female; who at firſt flies from them, but 

1s at laſt compelled and overtaken. When two 
ſtags contend for the ſame female, how. tumor- 
ous ſoever they may appear at other times, 


they then ſeem agitated with an uncommon 


degree of ardour. They paw up the earth, 
menace, each, other with their horns, bellow - 
with all their force, and ſtriking in a deſpe- 
rate manner againſt each other, ſeem deter- 

mined upon death or victory. This combat 


continues till one of them is defeated or flies; 


and it often happens that the victor is obliged 
to fight ſeveral of thoſe. battles before it 8 
mains undiſputed maſter of the field. The 
old ones are generally the conquerors upon 
theſe occaſions, as they have more ſtrength 
and greater courage ; and theſe alſo, are pre- 
ferred by the hind itſelf to the young ones, as 
the latter are more feeble, and leſs. ardent. 
Ho vever, they are e all "nr inconſtant, * 
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big to the female but a few days, and then 


ſeeking out for another, not to be enjoyed, 


perhaps, without a repecition of their former 
danger. Cy 

In this manner the flag continues to range 
from one to the other for about three weeks, 
the time the rut continues; during which he 
ſcarce eats, ſleeps, or refts, but continues to. 


purſue, to combat, and to enjoy.” At the end 


of this period of madneſs, for ſuch in this ani- 


mal it ſeems to be; the creature that was be- 
fore fat, ſleek, ind gloſſy, becomes lean, feeble, 


and timid. He then retires from the herd to 
ſeek plenty and tepoſe ; he frequents the fide 


of the foreſt, and chooſes the moſt nouriſhing 


- paſtures, remaining there till his ſtrength is 
renewed. Thus is his whole life paſſed in the 


alternations of plenty and want, of corpulence 


and inanition, of health and fickneſs, without 


having his conſtitution much affeded by the 


| violence of the change. As he is above five 


years coming to perfection, he lives about forty 


years; and it is a general rule, that eyery ani- 
mal lives about ſeven or eight times the num- 
ber of years which it continues to grow. What, 


therefore, is reported concerning the life of 
this animal, has ariſen from the credulity of ; 


; duenne ſome ſay, that a ſtag having been 
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taken in France, with a collar, on which wers 
written theſe words, « Ceſar hoc me donavit;" 
this was interpreted of Julius Cæſar; but it is 
not conſidered that Cæſar is a general name 
for kings, and that one of the Emperors of 
Germany, who are always ſtyled Cæſars, might 
have ordered the inſcription. 85 

This animal may differ in the term 'of his 
life according to- the goodneſs of his paſture, 
or the undiſturbed repoſe he happens to enjoy. 
Theſe are adyantages that influence not only 
his. age, but his ſize and his vigour. The ſtags 
of the plains, the vallies, and the little hills, 


| which abound in corn and paſture, are much 


more corpulent and much taller than ſuch as 
are bred on the rocky waſte, or the heathy 
mountain. The latter are low, ſmall, and 
meagre, incapable of going ſo ſwift as the 


former, although they are found to hold out 


much longer. They are alſo more artful in 
evading the hunters; their horns are generally 
black and ſhort, while thoſe of the lowland 
ſtags are reddiſh and flouriſhing ; ſo that the 
animal ſeems to increaſe in beauty and ſtature 
in proportion to the goodneſs of the * 


which he enjoys in ſecurity. 


The uſual colour of the ſtag i in 1 was 
red; nevertheleſs, the e number 3 in other 
1 


oountries are brown. There are ſome few that 


are white; hut theſe ſeem to have obtained 


this colour in a former ſtate of domeſtic tame- 
neſs. Of all the animals that are natives of 


this climate, there are none that have ſuch a 


beautiful eye as the ſtag: it is ſparkling, ſoft, 


and ſenſible. His ſenſes of ſmelling and hear- 


ing are in no. leſs perfection. When he is in 
the leaſt alarmed, he lifts the head and erects 
the ears, ſtanding for a few minutes as if in a 
liſtening poſture. Whenever he ventures upon 
ſome unknown ground, or quits his native co- 
vering, he firſt ſtops at the ſkirt of the plain 
to examine all around; he next turns againſt 
the wind to examine by the ſmell if there be 


any enemy approaching. If a perſon ſhould 


a happen to whiſtle or call out, at a diſtance, 
the ſtag is ſeen to ſtop ſhort in his flow mea- 
ſured pace, and gazes upon the ſtranger with a 
kind of aukward admiration: if the cunning 


animal perceives neither dogs nor fire- arms 


preparing againſt him, he goes forward, quite 


unconcerned, and ſlowly proceeds without of- 
fering to fly. Man is not the enemy he is moſt 
afraid of; on the contrary, he ſeems to be de- 
lighted with the ſound of the ſhepherd's pipe; 


> and the hunters ſometimes make uſe of that in- 


ſtrument to e the poor animal to his de- 
ſtruction. 
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The flag eats flowly, and is very delicate it 


the choice of his paſture,” When he has eaten 
a ſufficieney, hie then retires to tlie covert of 


ſome thicket to chew the cud in ſeeurity. His 
rumination; however, ſeems performed with 
much greater difficulty than with the cow or 
ſheep ; for the graſs is not returned from the 


firſt ſtomach without much ſtraining, and a kind 


of hiecup; which is eaſily perceived during the 
whole time it continues. © This may proceed 
from the greater length of his neck and the 


narrowneſs of the paſſuge, all thoſe of the cow 


and the ſheep kind having it much wider: 


This animaPs voice is much tronger, Iouder, 
and more tremulous in proportion as he ad- 
vances in age; in the time of rut it is even ter- 


rible. At that ſeafon' he ſeems ſo 'tranfported 


with paſſion that nothing obſtructs His fury; 
and, when at bay, he keeps the dogs off with 


great intrepidity. Some years agb, the Duke 
of Cumberland cauſed #- tiger and a ſtag to be 
encloſed in the fame area; and the ſtag made 
fo bold a defence, that the tiger was at laft 
obliged to fly. The ſtag feldom drinks in the 
winter, and ſtill leſs in the ſpring, while the 


plants are tender and covered over with dew. 


It is in the heat of fummer, and during the 
time of rut, that he is ſeen conſtantly fre- 


j 
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quenting the fide of rivers and lakes, as well to 
' flake his thirſt as to cool his ardour. He 
ſwims with great eaſe and ſtrength, and beſt at 
thoſe times when he is fatteſt, his fat keeping 
him buoyant, like oil upon the ſurface of the 
water. During the time of rut he even ven- 
tures out to ſea, and ſwims from one iſland to 
another, although there may be ſome lo 
diſtance between them. 
The cry of the hind, or ile, is not ſo 
loud as that of the male, and is never excited 
but by apprehenſion for herſelf or her young. 
10 need ſcarce be mentioned that ſhe has no 
horns, or that ſhe is more feeble and unfit for 
hunting than the male. When once they have 
conceived, they ſeparate from the males, and 
then they both herd together apart. The time 
of geſtation. continues between eight and nine 
months, and they generally produce but one 


/ at a time. Their ufual ſeaſon for bringing 
e forth is about the month of May, or the be- 
e ginning of June, during which they take great 
ſt care to hide their young in the moſt obſcure 
e thickets. Nor is this precaution without rea- 
Ee ſon, ſince almoſt every creature 1s then a for- 
* midable enemy. The eagle, the falcon, the 
Ee ofprey, the wolf, the dog, and all the rapa- 


cious family of the cat kind, are in continual 


— ot = 
= 8 — 7 3%. 2 ES — F 
— Een : 


. ——¼ñ — — 
— —— 2 
PR. _— 
-% P SS 
—— — -uꝛi 2 
7 — — 2 
r Wan — 
— — — 
— —— 


. * * * 

* — —_— 
— : 

—.— = 


. 
Fa 
' 
1 
=_ 
I. 
. 7 
1 
£ 5 
1 
1 
FI 
0 ; 
0 
1 
"77 
1 
49 
: 
1 
[5 


* 
— 


OI 4 
— 
—— es 
— - - — ee * 
2 "or 5 * Pugh 
. reer 
2 — _ tn, 2 rev 


SS — v 
— — 
— — 2 


— 
—— — 
. — — 


— 
- 


1. Bris: ore En 


i 
MM 
6! 
8 
1 
1 
il 
+ 
2 
ky 
: 


- — — — 1 wc — — 
- 
5 


18 ANIMALS, OF The 


employment to find out her retreat. But, what 
is more unnatural ſtill, the ſtag himſelf is a pro- 
feſſed enemy, and ſhe is obliged to uſe all her 
arts to conceal her young from him as from the 
moſt dangerous of her purſuers. At this ſea- 
ſon; therefore, the courage of the male ſeems 
transferred to the female; ſhe defends her 
young againſt her leſs formidable opponents by 
force; and when purſued by the hunter, ſhe 


ever offers herſelf to miſlead him from the prin- 


cipal object of her concern. She flies before 
the hounds for half the day, and then returns 


to her young, whoſe life ſhe has thus preſerved 


at the hazard of her own. The caff, for ſo 
the young of this animal is called, never quits 

the dam during the whole ſummer; and in 
winter, the hind, and all the males under a year 
old, keep together, and aſſemble in, herds, 
which are more numerous in drops ag the 


ſeaſon is more ſevere. In the ſpring they ſe- 
parate; the hinds to bring forth, while none 


but the year olds remain together; however, 
theſe animals are, in general, fond of herding 
and grazing in company ; it is danger or neceſ- 
1 alone that ſeparates them. e 
The dangers they have to fear from other 
Adee are nothing when compared to thoſe 
from man. The men of every age and nation 
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have made the chace of the 480 one of their 


moſt fayourite purſuits; and thoſe who firſt 


hunted from neceſfity, haye continued it far 
amuſement. In our on country, in particular, 
hunting was ever eſteemed as one of che prin- 
cipal diverſions of the great *. At firſt; indeed, 
the beaſts of chace had the whole iſland for 
their range, and knew no other n. than 


thoſe. of the ocean. 
The Roman as which was e 


on the manners of the firſt ages, eſtabliſhed it 
as a law, that, as the natural right of things 
which have no maſter belongs to the firſt paſ- 
ſeſſor, wild beaſts, birds, and fiſhes, . are the 
property of whoſoever could. firſt take them, 
But the northern barbarians, who over-ran the 
Roman empire, bringing with them the 


ſtrongeſt reliſh for this amuſement, and, being 


now poſſeſſed of more eaſy means of ſubſiſtence 5 
from the lands they had conquered, their 


chiefs and leaders began to appropriate the 


right of hunting, and, inſtead of a natural right, 


to make it a royal one. When the Saxon kings, 


therefore, had eftabliſhed. themſelves into an | 


heptarchy, the chaſes were reſerved by each 
ſovereign for his own particular amuſement, 
Hunting and war, in thoſe uncivilized ages, 
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110 ANIMALS OF THE 
were the: only employment of the great. | 


active, but uncultivated minds, were ſuſceptible 


of no pleaſures but thoſe of a violent kind, fuch 
as gave exerciſe to their bodies, and prevented 
the uneaſineſs of thinking. But as the Saxon 
kings only appropriated thoſe lands to the bu- 
ſineſs of the chace which were unoccupied be- 


fore, ſo no individuals received any injury. 
But it was otherwiſe when the Norman kings 


were ſettled upon the throne. The paſſion for 
hunting was then carried to an exceſs, and every 
civil right was involved in general ruin. This 


ardour for hunting was ſtronger than the con- 
ſideration of religion even in a ſuperſtitious 
age. The village communities, nay, even the 


moſt! ſacred edifices; were thrown down, and all 


turned into one vaſt. waſte, to make room for 


animals, the objects of a lawleſs tyrant's plea- 
ſure. Sanguinary laws were enacted to preſerve 
the game; and, in the reigns of William Rufus 
and Henry the Firſt, it was leſs criminal to de- 


ſtroy one of the human ſpecies than a beaſt of 


chace. Thus it continued while the Norman line 
filled the throne; but when the Saxon line was 
reſtored, under Heriry the Second, the rigour 


of the foreſt- laws were ſoftened. The barons 


alſo for a long time imitated the encroachments, 
as well as the amuſements, of the monarch ; bot 


. 
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when a became. more 3 divided, 
by the introduction of arts and induſtry, theſe 


| extenſive. hunting grounds become more li- 


mited; and as tillage and huſbandry increaſed, 
the beaſts of chace were obliged to give way to 


others more uſefl to community. Thoſe vaſt 
tracts of land, before dedicated to hunting, 
were then eontracted; ; and, in proportion as 


the uſeful arts gained ground, they protected 


and encouraged the labours of the induſtrious, 
and repreſſed the licentiouſneſs of the ſportſ- 
man. It is, therefore, among the ſuhjects of a de- 
5 ſpotio government only that theſe laws remain 


in full force; where large waſtes lie uncultivated 
for the . purpoſes of hunting, where the huſ- 


| bandman can find no protection from the in- 


vaſions of his lord, or the eontinual depreda- 
tions of theſe animals which = en the ob- 
jects of his pleaſure 6 


In the preſent e Bute of this nr 
_ therefore, the ſtag is unknown in its wild na- 
tural ſtate; and ſuch of them as remain among 
us are kept, under the name of red deer, in 
| among the fallow-deer. But they are 
became leſs common than formerly; its exceſ- 


ive viciouſnels, during the rutting ſeaſon, and 

the badneſs of its fleſh, inducing moſt people to 

part with the ſpecies, The few that ſtill re- 
o To 2 1 1 | | 
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main wild's are to be Wund on the moors FO 
border on Cornwall and Devonſhire; and in 


Ireland, on moſt of hack] mountains of f that | 


country. ien | 1 2 4716: 
1 England, he! huntjog: the Gag? und the 
byck are performed in the ſame manner; the 


animal is driven from ſome gentleman's park, 
and then hunted through the open country. 


But thoſe who purſue the wild animal, have a 
much higher object, as well as a greater va- 
riety in the chace. To let looſe a creature that 


was already in our poſſeſſion, in order to catch 
it again, is, in my opinion, but a poor pur- 


ſuit, as the reward, when obtained, is only what 
we before had given away. But eee an 
animal that owns no proprietor, and which he 


that firſt ſeizes may be ſaid to poſſeſs, has ſome- 


thing in it that ſeems at leaſt more rational; 
this rewards the hunter for his toil, and ſeems 
to repay his induſtry. Beſides, the ſuperior 
ſtrength and ſwiftneſs of the wild animal pro- 


longs the amuſement; it is poſſeſſed of more 
various arts to eſcape the hunter, and leads him 


to precipices where the danger ennobles the 
chace. In purſuing the animal let looſe from a 


park, as it is unuſed to danger, it is but little 


verſed in the ſtratagems of eſcape; the hunter 
follows as ſure of overcoming, and feels none 
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bf hel Ihembeisas of: hope and fear which 
atiſe om the unertainty of ſucceſs, But it is 
otherwiſe with the moutitain Rag: having ſpent 
his whole life in a ſtate of continual apprehen- 
ſion; baving frequently been followed, and as 


| frequently. eſcaped, he knows every trick to 
miſlead, to confbund, or intimidate his pur- 


ſuers ; to Rimulate: ANY and aan 
— ni: 9:14: 61 Þ 

Thoſe who hunt this aditaal hoe welt Am 
ber terms for the different objects of their pur- 
ſuit. The profeſſors in every art take a pleaſure 
in thuß employing a language known only to 
themſelves, and thus accumulate words which 
to the ignorant have the appearance of n 


ledge. In this manner, the ſtag is called the 
firſt year, a raif; or bind calf; the ſecond year, 


a Anobber ; the third, a brot; the fourth; a 
flaggard;;. the: fifth, a flag ; the ſixth; -ari hart. 
The female is called an bind; the firſt year ſhe 


is a ca the ſecond; an henry the third, an 


bind. This animal is ſaid to harbour in the place 

where he rd des. When he cries he is ſaid to 

bell; the print of his hoof is called the Not; his 

tail is called the ne his excrement the few- 
met; his horns axe called his head when fimple, 

the firſt year, they are called droches; the 

third year, * 7 that a 
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which bears the antlers is called the beam,' and 
the little impreſſions upon its ſurface litter; 
thoſe which riſe. from the eruſt of the beam are 
called pearls. The antlers alſo have diſtinct 
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names: the firſt that branches off is called the 


antler; the ſecond the ſur antler; all the reſt 
which grow afterwards, till you come to the 


top, which: is called the crown; are called 


royal antlers. The little buds about the tops 


are called crachet. The impreſſion on the place 


where the ſtag has lain, is called the layer. If 
it be in covert or a thicket, it is called his har. 
bour. When a deer has paſſed into a thicket, 


leaving marks whereby his bulk may be gueſſed, 
it is called an entry. When they caſt: their 
heads, they are ſaid to mew. When they rub 
their heads againſt trees, to bring off the peel 


of their horns, they are ſaid to fruy. When a 
ſtag hard hunted takes to ſwimming in the 
water, he ſaid to ga ai; When he turns his 
head againſt the hounds, he is ſaid to bays and 
when the hounds purſue upon the ſcent, until 

they have unharboured the ſtag, es are: ſaid 


to draw un the ſlo t. 


Such are but a few of the many tlirmE; cuſed 


by hunters in purſuing of the ftag, moſt of 
which are now laid aſide; or im uſe only among 


game-keepers. The chace, however, is con- 
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tinued in many parts of the country where 
the red deer is preſerved, and. ſtill makes the 


amuſement of ſuch as have not found out more 


liberal entertainments, In thoſe few places 


where the animal is. perfectly wild, the amuſe- 
ment, as was ſaid above, is ſuperior... The 
firſt gfeat care of the hunter, when he leads out 
his hounds to the mountain fide, where the deer 


are generally known to harbour, is to make 
choice of a proper ſtag to purſue. His am- 


bition is to unharbour the largeſt and the 
boldeſt of the whole herd; and for this purpoſe 
he examines the track; if there be- -any; which 
if he finds long and large, he concludes, that 
it muſt have belonged to a ſtag; and not an 
hind, the print of whoſe foot is rounder. Thoſe 


marks alſo which he leaves on trees, by the 
rubbing of his horns, ſhew his ſize, and point 
him out as the proper object of purſuit. Now 
to ſeek out a ſtag in his haunt, it is to be ob- 


ſerved, that le changes his manner of feeding 


every month. From the concluſion of rutting- 
time, which is November, he feeds in heaths 


and broomy places. In December they herd 


together, and withdraw into the ſtrength of the 
_ foreſts, to ſhelter themſelves from the ſeverer 
weather, feeding on holm, elder trees, and 


brambles. The three following months they 
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leave herding, but keep four or five in a ont. 
pany, and venture out to the corners of the 
foreſt, where they feed on winter paſture, ſome- 


times making their ineurſions into the neiglhi- 


bouring corn- fields, to feed upon the tender 
ſhoots, juſt as they peep above ground. In 


April and May they reſt in thickets and ſhady 
places, and ſeldom venture forth, unleſs rouzed 
dy approaching danger. In September and 


October their annual ardour returns; and then 
they leave the thickets, boldly Rei ng every 
danger, without any certain place for food or 
harbour. When, by a knowledge of theſe cir- 
cumſtances, the hunter has found out the refi- 
dence, and the quality of his game, his next 
care is to uneouple and caſt off his hounds in 
the purſuit: theſe no fooner perceive the ti- 


morous animal that flies before them, but they 
altogether open in full cry, purſuing rather by 


the ſcent than the view, encouraging each other 


to continue the chace, and tracing the flying 


animal with the moſt amazing ſagacity. The 


hunters alſo are not leſs ardent in their ſpeed 
on horſeback, cheering up the dogs, and direct- 
ing them where to purſue. On the other hand, 
the ſtag, when unharboured, flies at firſt with 


the ſwiftneſs of the wind, leaving his purſuers 
ſeveral miles in the rear; and at length having 


er 


E . , 
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ied his former coverts, and no mee hearing | 
| Sis cries of the dogs and men that he had juſt 
left behind, he ſtops, gazes round him, and feems 


to recover his natural tranquility. But this 
calm is of ſhort duration, for his inveterate pur- 


: ſuers ſlowly and fecurely trace him along, and 


he once more hears the approaching deſtruction 


from behind. He again, therefore, renews his 


efforts to eſcape, and again leaves his purſuers 
at almoſt the former diſtance; but this ſecond 
effort makes him more feeble thi before, and 
when they come yp 2 ſecond time, he is unable 


to outſtrip them with equal velocity. The poor 


animal now, therefore, is obliged to have recourſe 
to all his little arts of eſcape, which, ſometimes, 


though but ſeldom, ayail him. In proportion 


as his ſtrength fails him, the ardour of his pur- 


ſuers is inflamed ; he tracks more heavily on 


the ground, and then increaſing the ſtrength 


of the ſcent, redoubles the cries of the hounds, 
and enforces their ſpeed. It is then that the 
ſtag ſeeks for refuge among the herd, and tries 
every artiſice to put off ſome other bead for 
bis own. Sometimes he will ſend forth ſome 


little deer in his ſtead, in the mean time lying 


cloſe himſelf, that the hounds may overſhoot 
dim. He will break into one thicket after 
another to find deer, rouzing them, gathering 
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s ANIMALS OF THE 
them together, and endefvouring to put them 
upon the tracks he has made. His old com- 


panions, however, with a tr e ſpirit of ingrati- 


tude, now all forſake and ſhun him with the 


moſt watchful induſtry, leaving the unhappy 


creature to take his fate by himſelf.” Thus 
abandoned of his fellows, he again tries other 
arts, 'by doubling and croſſing in ſome hard 
beaten highway, where the ſcent is leaſt per- 


ceivable. He now alſo runs againſt, the wind, 


not only to cool himſelf, but the better to hear 
the voice, and judge of the diſtance of his im- 


placable purſuers. It is now eaſily perceivable 
how ſorely he is preſſed, by his manner of 


running, which, from the bounding eaſy pace 
with which he began, - is converted into a ſtiff 
and ſhort manner of going; his mouth alſo is 
black and dry, without foam on it; His tongue 
hangs out; and the tears, as ſome ſay; are ſeen 


_ ſtarting from his eyes. His laſt refuge, whien 
every other method of ſafety has failed him, 
is to take the water, and to attempt an eſcape 


by croffing whatever lake or river he happens 


to approach. While ſwimming, he takes all 
| poffible care to keep in the middle of the 


ſtream, leaſt, by touching the bough of a tree, 
or. the herbage on the banks, he may give ſcent 
to the hounds. He is alſo ever found to ſwing 
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againſt the ſtream; whence the huntſmen have 


made it into a kind of proverb, at be ibat 


uud hit chace find, muſt up -with'the river and 


down with the wind. On this occaſion too he 
will often cover himſelf under water, ſo as to 
ſhew nothing but the tip of his noſe. Every 


reſource, and every art being at length ex- 


hauſted, the poor creature tries the laſt remains 
of his ſtrength, by boldly oppoſing thoſe ene- 
mies he cannot eſcape ; he therefore faces the 


dogs and men, threatens with his horns, guards 


himſelf on every fide, and for ſome time ſtands 
at bay. In this manner, quite deſperate, he 
furiouſly aims at the firſt dog or man that ap- 


proaches; and it often happens that he does not 


die unrevenged. At that time, tlie more pru- 


dent, both of the dogs and men, ſeem willing 
to avoid him 55 but the whole pack quickly 
coming up, he is ſoon ſurrounded and brought 
down; and the huntſman winds a treblie wart, . 
it is called, with his horn. 


Such is the manner of purſuing: this aku : 


in panda, but every country has a peculiar 
method of its own, adapted either to the nature 
of the climate, or the face of the ſoil. The 


ancient manner was very different from that 


practiſed at preſent; they uſed their dogs only 


to find out the game, but not to rouze it. 
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Hence hey were not eutious as to the [muſic 
ef their hounds, or the compoſition of thein 
Pack; the dog that opened before he Had diſ- 


eovered his game, was held in no eſtimation. 
It was their uſual manner filently to ſind out 


the animab's retreat, and ſurround it with nets 


and engines, then 46 drive him up with all 


their cries, [an thus: force him into 2 | 


which they have preyiouſly prepared. 
In ſucceeding times the faſhien a to 


abr; and particularly in Sicily, the manner of 


| hunting was as follows x. The nobles and 


gentry being informed which way an herd of 


deer' paſſed, gave notice to one another, and | 
appointed a day of hunting.” For this purpoſe; 


every one was to bring a eroſs- bow, or a long 
bow, and a bundle of ſtaves, ſhod with iron, 
the heads bored, with a cord paſſing through 
them all. Thus provided they eame to where 
the herd continued grazing, and eaſting them- 
ſelves about in a large ring, ſurrouaded the 
deer on every fide. Then each taking his 


tand, unbound his faggot, ſet up his ſtake, 


and tied the end of the cord to that of his next 


Acighbour, at the diſtanee of about ten feet one 


from the other. Between each of theſe ſtakes 
was hung 2 buneh of erimſon ſeathers nal: an 


| ih 8 Pier Hieroghph lib, vil. . cap, vi. 


8. S. Ss Kern- re. 


paſſed by their ſtand, commanded him to ſhoot 


PPP aire decoction w 5m mmdæ ⁰Kãů i an & I 
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difpoledycthat: with ;the leaſt breath. of wind 
they would whirl round, and. preſerve a fort of 
flutteriag motion. This done, the perſons who 
ſet up the ſtaves withdrew, and hid themſelves 
in the neighbouring coverts: then the chief 
huntſman, entering with bis hounds within the 


lines, rouzed the game with a full cry. The 


deer, frighted, and flying an all fides, upan ap- 
proaching the lines, were feared away by the 
ſtuttering of the feathers, and wandered about 
within this artificial paling, ſtill awed by the 
ſhining and fluttering plumage that: encircled 
their retreat: the huntfivan, however, ſtill pur- 
ſuing, and-calling every perſon by name, as he 


the firſt, third, or fixth, as he pleaſed ; and if 
any of them miſſed, or ſingled out another than 
that aligned him, it was confidered as a moft 
ſnameful miſthance. In this manner, however, 
the whole herd was at laſt deſtroyed; and the 
day concluded with mirth and feaſtinng. 
The ſtags of Chipa are of a particular kind, 
for they are. no talter than a common houfe- 
dog; and hunting them is one of the principal 


diverſſons of ihe great. Their fleſh, while 


young, is exceedingly good; but when they ar- 
rive at maturity, it begins to grow hard and 
tough : however, the tongue, the muzzle, and 
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| the ears, are in particular eſteem among thüt 
luxurious people. Their manner of taking 
them is ſingular enough: they carry with them 


theheads of ſome of the females ſtuffed; and 


learn exactly to imitate their cry; upon this the 


male does not fail to appear, and looking on 

all ſides, perceives the head, which is all that 
the hunter, who is himſelf concealed, diſ. 
covers. Upon their nearer approach, the whole 
company te ſorround, and _ yoke. him 


alive. 
There are very few varieties in the ack For 


of this country; and they are moſtly found of 


the ſame ſize and colour. But it is otherwiſe 


in different parts of the world, where they are 
ſeen to differ in om in —_ in _—_ and i in. 


colour. ff 
Te ſtag of Corſſea is a n mall animal 


— 


being not above half the ſize of thoſe common 
among us. His body is ſhort and thick, his 


legs ſhort, and his hair of a dark brown. _ 
There is in the foreſts of Germany, a kind 


of ſtag, named by the ancients the Trage/aphus, 


and which the natives call the bran deer, or the 
brown deer. This is of a darker colour than 
the common ſtag, of a lighter ſhade upon the 
belly, long hair upon the neck and throat, by 
which it * bearded, like the a 


ta! 


DEER KIND. 23 


There! is alſo a very beautiful ſtag, which by 


ſome is ſaid to be a native of Sardinia; but 
others (among whom is Mr. Buffon) are of 
opinion that it comes from Africa or the Eaſt 
Indies. He calls it the axzs, after Pliny; and 


conſiders it as making the ſhade between the 


ſtag and the fallow deer. The horns of the 
axis are round, like thoſe of the ſtag ; but the 


form of its body entirely reſembles that of the 
buck, and the ſize alſo is exactly the ſame. 


The hair is of four colours; namely, fallow, 
white, black, and grey. The white is predo- 
minant under the belly, on the inſide of the 
thighs and the legs. Along the back there 
are two rows of ſpots in a right line; but thoſe 
on other parts of the body are very irregular, 
A white line runs along each fide of this ani- 
mal, while the head and neck are grey. The 
tail is black above, and white beneath ; and the 


hair upon it is ſix inches long. 
Although there are but few individuals of - 


the deer kind, yet the race ſeems diffuſed over 
all parts of the earth. The new continent of 


America, in which neither the ſheep, the goat, 


nor the gazelle, have been originally bred, ne- 


vertheleſs produces ſtags, and other animals of 


the deer kind, in ſufficient plenty. The Mexi- 
cans have a breed of white ſtags in their 
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parks, which they call Jags royal *. The flags 
of Canada differ from ours in nothing except 
the ſize of the horns, which in them is greater; 
and the direction of the antlers, which rather 


turn back, than project forward, as in thoſe of 


Europe. The ſame difference of ſize that ob- 
tains among our ſtags, 1 is alſo to be ſeen in that 
cofintry.; and, as we are informed by Ruyſch, 
the Americans have brought them into the 
ſame ſtate of domeſtic tameneſs that we have 


our ſheep, goats, or black cattle. They ſend 


them forth in the day- time to feed in the 
foreſts; and at night they return home with the 
herdſman who guards them, The inhabitants 


have no other milk but what the hind pro- 


duces ; 'and uſe no other cheeſe but what is 
made from thence. In this manner we find, 
that an animal which ſeems made only for man's 
amuſement, may be eaſily brought to ſapply 
his neceſſities. © Nature has many ſtores of 
happineſs and plenty in reſerye, which only 
want the call of induſtry to be produced, and 
now remain as candidates for human 
dation. ? 7 


e Buffon, vob. xii, p. 33. 


fe 


THE FALLOW DE ER. 
No two animals can be more nearly allied 
than the ſtag and the fallow deer“. Alike in 
form, alike in diſpoſition, in the ſuperb fur- 
niture of their heads, in their ſwiftneſs and 
timidity ; and yet no two animals keep more 


diſtin, or avoid each other with more fixed 
animofity. - They ate never ſeen to herd in the 


fame place, they never engender together, or | 


form a mixed breed; and even in thoſe coun- 


tries where the ſtag is common, the buck ſeems 


to be entirely a ſtranger. In ſhort, they both 
form diſtin families; which, though ſo ſeem- 
ingly near, are ftill remote; and although 


with the fame habitudes, yet retain an unal- 


terable averſion. 

'The fallow deer, as they are much ſmaller, 
ſo they ſeem of a nature leſs robuſt, and leſs 
favage than thoſe of the ſtag kind. Theſe are 
found but rarely wild in the forefts ; they are, 
in general, bred up in parks, and kept for the 
purpoſes of hunting, or of luxury, their fleſh 


being preferred to that of any other animal. 


It need ſcarce be mentioned, that the horns of 
the buck make its principal diſtinction, being 
broad and palmated; whereas thoſe of the ſtag 


* Buffon, vol. xii, p-. 36. 
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are in every part round. In the one, they are 
flatted and fpread like the palm of the hand; 
in the other they grow like a tree, every branch 


being of the ſhape of the ſtem that bears it, 
The fallow deer alſo have the tail longer, and 


the hair lighter t than the ſtag; in other reſpects, 


they pretty near reſemble one another. | 


The head of the buck, as of all other animals 
of this kind, is ſhed every year; and takes the 
uſual time for repairing. The only difference 
between it and tlie ſtag i is, that this change 
happens later in the buck} and its rutting-time, 
conſequently, falls more into the winter, It is 
not found o furious at this ſeaſon as the for- 


mer; nor does it ſo much exhauſt itſelf by the 
Samos of its ardour. It does not. quit its na- 


tural paſtures in queſt of the female, nor does 


it attack other animals with indiſcriminate fe- 


rocity: however, the males combat for the fe- 
male among each other; and it is not without 
many conteſts, that one . is ſeen to become 
maſter of the whole herd: 

It often happens alſo, that an herd of fallow 
deer is ſeen to divide into two parties, and en- 
gage. each other, with great ardour and ob- 
ſtinacy x. They both ſeem defirous of gaining 


ome favourite ſpot of the park for * 


. * vol. ii. p. 36. 
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arid of driving. the venadifhed party into the 
coarſer and more diſagreeable parts. Each of 
theſe factions has its particular chief; namely; 
the two oldeſt and ſtrongeſt of the herd. Theſe 
lead on to the engagement; and the reſt follow 
under their direction. Theſe combats are ſin- 
gular enough, from the diſpoſition and conduct 
which ſeems to regulate their mutual efforts. 
They attack with order, and ſupport the aſſault 
with courage; they come to each other's aſſiſt- 
ance, they retire, they rally, and never give 
up the victory upon a ſingle defeat. The com- 
bat is renewed for ſeveral days together; until 
at length the moſt feeble fide is obliged to give | 
way, and is content to eſcape to the moſt diſa- 
greeable part of the park, where only they can 
find ſafety and protection. 
The fallow deer is eaſily tamed, wad foods 
2 many things which the ſtag refuſes. By 
this means it preſerves i its veniſon better; and 
even after rutting, it does not appear entirely 
exhauſted. It continues almoſt in the ſame 
ſtate through the whole year, although there 
are particulas ſeaſons when its fleſh is chiefly 
in eſteem. This animal alſo browzes cloſer 
than the ſtag; for which reaſon it is more pre- 
judicial among young trees, which it often 
ſtrips too cloſe for recovery. The young deer 


i 
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eat much faſter and more greedily Ain the 


old; they ſeek the female at theit ſecond year, 


and, like the Rag, are fond of variety. The 


doe goes with young above eight months, like 
the hind; and commonly brings forth one at a 
time: but they differ in this, that the buck 


comes to perfection at three, and lives till fix- 
teen; whereas the ſtag does not come to , 
fection till ſeven, and lives till fort!: 
As this animal is a beaſt of chate, Uke the 
flag, ſo the hunters have inverted a number of 
names relative to him. The buck is the firſt 
year called a aun; the ſecond, a pricker ;' the 
third, a /orel; the fourth; -a fore; the fifth, u 
buck of the firſt head; de ee agreat bugk: 
The female is called a dor; the firſt year a 
fawn; and the ſecond, a tegg. The manner of 


hunting the buck is pretty much the ſame as 


that of Rag hunting, except that leſs ſkill is re- 


quired in the latter. The buck; is more eaſily 


rouzed ; it is ſufficient to judge by the view, 


and mark what grove or covert it enters, as it 


is not known to wander far from thence ; nor, 
like the ſtag, to change his /ayes,- or place of 
repoſe. When hard hunted, it takes to ſome 
ſtrong hold or covert with which it is ac- 
quainted, in the more gloomy parts of the 

wood, or the ſteeps of the mountain; not. like 
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the flag, flying far before the hounds, nor 
eroſſiug nor doubling, nor uſing any of the 
| ſiibileties which the ftap is accuſtomed to. It - 
will take the water when ſorely preſſed, but 
feldom a great river; nor can it ſwim ſo long, 
hor fo ſwiftly, as tte former. In general, the 
ſtrength, the cunning, and the courage of this 
animal, are inferior to thofe of the ſtag; and, 
conſequeinly, it affords neither ſo long; fo va- 
tious; nor fo obſtinate a Chace: beſides, being 
Ughter, and not tracking ſo deeply, it leaves 4 
leſs powerful and laſting ſcent, and the dogs itt 
the purſuit are niore frequently at a _ 
As the buck is a more delicate animal than 
the ftag, fo allo it is ſubject to greater varieties®, 
We have in England two varieties of the fallow⸗ 
deer, which ate faid to be of foreign origin. 
The beautiful ſpotted kind, which is ſuppoſed 
to have been brought from Bengal; and the 
Fiery deep brown ſort, that are now ſo common 
in ſeveral parts of this kingdom. Theſe were 
introduced by king James the Firſt, from Nor- 
way : for having obſerved their hardineſs, and 
that they could endure the winter, even in that 
ſevere climate, without fodder, he brought over 
ſome of them into Scotland, and diſpoſed of them 
— his chaces, Since that time, they have 
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multiplied in many parts of the Britiſh em- 
pire; and England is now become more fa - 
mous for its veniſon, than any other country in 
the world. Whatever pains the French have 
taken to rival us in this particular, the fleſh of 
their fallow-deer, of which they keep but a 
few, has neither the fatneſs nor the flayour of 
that fed upon Engliſh paſture. TY 

However, there is ſcarce a country in Europe, 


except far to the northward, i in which this ani- 
mal is a ſtranger. The Spaniſh fallow-deer 


are as large as ſtags, but of a darker colour, 
and a more ſlender neck: their tails are longer 


than thoſe of ours, they are black above, and 


white below. The Virginian deer are larger 
and ftronger than ours, with great necks, and 
their colour inclinable to grey. Other kinds 


have the hoofs of their hind legs marked out- 
wardly with a white ſpot ; and their ears and 


tails much longer than the common. One of 
theſe has been ſeen full of white ſpots, with a 


black lift down the middle of his back. In 


Guiana, a country of South America, according 


to Labat, there are deer with out horns, which 


are much leſs than thoſe of Europe, but re- 
ſembling them in every other particular. They 
are very lively, light of courſe, and exceflively 


fearful; : their hair is of a reddiſh fallow, their 
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| Beads are ſmall and lean, their ears little, their 


necks long and arched, the tail ſhort, and the 
ſight piercing. When purſued, they fly into 
places where no other animal can follow them. 


The Negroes, who purſue them, ſtand to - 


watcli for them in narrow paths, which lead to 
the brook or the meadow where they feed; 


there waiting in the utmoſt filence, for the 


ſligheſt ſound will drive them away, the 


Negroe, when he perceives the animal within 


reach, ſhoots, and is happy if he can bring 
down his game. Their fleſh, though ſeidom 
fat, is conſidered as a great delicacy, and the 
hunter is well rewarded for his trouble. 


| 41k ROE-BUCK. 


THE roe-buck is the ſmalleſt of tbe deer 
kind known i in our climate, and is now-almoſt 


extinct among us, except in ſome parts of the 
highlands of Scotland. It is generally about 
three feet long, and about two feet high. The 


horns are from eight to nine inches long, up- 
right, round, and divided into only three 
branches. The body is covered with very 


long hair, well adapted to the rigour of its 
mountainous abode. The lower part of each 
hair is aſh colour; near the ends is a narrow 
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| bar of black, and the points are yellow. The 
hairs on the face are black, tipped with aſh 
colour. The ears are long, their inſides of a 
pale yellow, and covered with long hair. The 
ſpaces hordering on the eyes and mouth. are 
black. The cheſt, belly, and legs, and the in- 
ſide of the thighs, are of a yellowiſh white; 


the rump. is of a puxe white, and the tail very 
ſhort... The. make of this little animal is very 


elegant; and its ſwiftneſa equals its beauty. 

It differs from the fallow- deer, in having round 
horns, and not flatted like theirs. It differs 
from the ſtag, in its ſmaller ſiae, and the pro- 
portionable pausgity of its antlers: and it differs 


from all of the goat kind, as it annually ſheds 


its head, and. ohtaius a new one, which none of 
that kind are ever ſeen to do., 


As the ſtag frequents the thickeſt foreſts, | 


15 the ſides of the higheſt mountains, the roe· 


buck, with humbler ambition, courts the ſnady 


thicket, and the riſſiog ſlope; Although. leſs in 


ſize, and far inferior in ſtrength' to the ſtag, it 


is yet more beautiful, more active, and. even 


more courageous. Its hair is always ſmooth, 


clean,. and gloſſy; and it frequents only the 
dryeſt places, and of the pureſt air. Thougli 
but. a very little animal, as we have already 
obſervad, yet, when, its: young is attacked, it 
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Faces even the ſtag himſelf, and often comes 
off viAorious*. All its motiotis are elegatit 


and eaſy; it bounds without effort, and con- 


tinues the courſe with but little fatigue. It is 
alſo poſſeſſed of more cunnitig in avoiding the 
hunter, is more difficult to purſue, and, ak 
though its ſcent is much ſtronger than that of 
the ſtag it is more frequently found to make 


good a retreat. It is not with the roe-buck, 


as with the ſtag, who never offers to uſe art 


uvntit his ſtrength is beginning to decline; this 


more cunning animal, when it finds that its 
firſt efforts to eſcape are without ſucceſs, re- 
turns upon its former track, again goes for- 
ward, and again returns, until by its various 
windings it has entirely confounded the ſcent, 
and joined the laſt emanations to thoſe of its 
former courſe, It then, by a bound, goes to 


one fide; lies flat upon its belly, and permits 


the pack to yu by very near, without offering 
to ſtir, 


But the W berk differs not only from the 


ſtag in ſuperior cunning, but alſo in its natural 
appetites, its inclinations, and its whole habits 
of living. Inſtead of herding together theſe 


animals live in ſeparate families; the fire, the 
dam, and the young ones, affociate geren 


* Buffon, vol. xii. p. 75. 
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and never admit a ſtranger into their little com- 


munity. All others of the deer kind are in- 


conſtant in their affection; but the roe-buck 
never leaves its mate; and as they have been 
generally bred up together, from their firſt 
fawning, they conceive ſo ſtrong an attach- 
ment, the male for the female, that they never 
after ſeparate. Their rutting- ſeaſon continues 
but fifteen days; from the latter end of October, 


to about the middle of November. They are 


not at that time, like the ſtag, overloaded with 
fat; they have not that ſtrong odour, which is 


perceived in all-others of the deer kind; they 


have none of thoſe furious exceſſes; nothing, in 


ſhort, that alters their ſtate: they only drive 


away their fawns dpon theſe occaſi ons; the 
buck forcing them to retire in order to make 
room for a ſucceeding progeny; however, when 
the copulating ſeaſon is over, the fawns return 
to their does, and remain with them ſome time 
longer; after which, they quit them entirely, 


in order to begin an independant family of 
their own. The female goes with young but 


five months and an half; which alone ſerves to 
diſtinguiſh this animal from all others of the 


deer kind, that continue pregnant more than 


eight. In this reſpect, ſhe rather approaches 


more nearly e 15 gout kind; from which, 
; ; * 


bo we ver this race is ſeparated by the male 8 
annual caſting its horns. | 
When the female is ready to bring forth ſhe 
feeks a retreat in the thickeſt part of the woods, 
being not leſs apprehenſive of the buck, from 
whom ſhe then ſeparates, than of the wolf, the 
wild cat, and almoſt every ravenous animal of 


the foreſt; ſhe generally produces two at a time, 


and three but very rarely. In about. ten or 
twelve days theſe are able to follow their dam, 
except in caſes of warm purſuit, when their 
ſtrength is not equal to the fatigue. Upon 
ſuch occaſions, the tenderneſs of the dam. is 
very extraordinary; leaving them in the deepeſt 
thickets, ſhe offers herſelf to the danger, flies 


before the hounds, and does all in her power 
to lead them from the retreat where ſhe has 
lodged her little ones. Such animals as are 
nearly upon her own level ſhe boldly encoun- 
ters; attacks the ſtag, the wild cat, and even 
the wolf; and while ſhe has life continues her 
efforts to protect her young. Yet all her en- 
deavours are often vain; about the month of 


May, which is her fawuing time, there is a 
greater deſtruction among thoſe animals than 
at any other ſeaſon of the year. Numbers of 
the fawns are taken alive by the peaſants; num- 
bers are found out, and worried by the dogs; 
K 4 
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and ſtill more by the wolf, which has alin 
been their moſt inveterate enemy. By theſe 
continual depredations upon this beautiful 
5 creature, the roe-buck is eyery day becoming 
ſcarcer; and the whole race in many countries 
is wholly worn out. They were once common 
in England; the huntſmen, who characteriſed 
only ſuch beaſts as they knew, have given 
names to the different kinds and ages, as to 
the ſtag: thus they called it the firſt year an 
_ hind; the ſecond, a &prie 5 and the' third, an 
hemuſe ; but theſe names at preſent are utterly 
uleleſs, ſince the animal no longer exiſts among 
us. Even in France, where it was once ex- 
tremely common, it is now confined to a few: 
provinces; and it is probable that in ap age or 
two the whole breed will be utterly extirpated, 
Mr. "Buffon, indeed, obſerves, that in thoſe 
diſtricts where it is moſtly. found, it ſeems ta 
maintain its uſual plenty, and that the balance 
between its deſtruction and increaſe is held 


Dy Pretty even; however, the number in general 


is known, to decreaſe; for wherever cultivation 
takes place, the beaſts of Nature are known ta 
retire. Mapy animals that once flouriſhed in. 
the world may now be extinct; and the deſcrip- 
tions of Ariſtotle and Pliny, though taken from 
life, may be conſidered as fabulous, as chain 
: grehetyper are no longer exiſting. 


* 
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The fawns continue to follow che deer eight 
or nine months in all; and upon ſeparating, 
their horns begin to appear, ſimple and without 
antlers the firſt year, as in thoſe of the ſtag 

kind *. Theſe they ſhed at the latter end of 

autumn, and renew during the winter; differ- 
ing in this from the ſtag, who ſheds them in 
ſpring and renews them in ſummer. When 

the roe-buck's head is completely furniſhed, -it . 
rubs the horns againſt trees in the manner of 

the ſtag, and thus ſtrips them of the rough 

Kin and the blood veſſels, which no. longer 

contribute to their nouriſhment and growth. 

When thele fall, and new ones begin to appear, 

the roe-buck does, not. retire as the ſtag to the 

covert of the wood, but continues its -uſual 

haunts, only keeping down its head to avoid; 

ſtriking its horns againſt the branches of trees, 

the pain of which it ſeems. to feel with exquiſite; | 
ſenſibility. The flag, who ſheds his horns in 

ſummer, is obliged, to ſeek a retreat from the 

flies, that at that time greatly incommode him; 

but the roe-buck, Who ſheds. them in winter, 1 
is under no ſuch nedeſſity; and, conſequently, 

does nat ſeparate from its little family, but 

keeps with the female all the year round f. 

As the growth of the roe-buck, and its arrival 


*. Buffon, vol, xi p. 88, f Buſſ6n, ibid, 
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at maturity, is much ſpeedier than that of the 


ſtag, fo its life is proportionably ſhorter. It 
feldom is found to extend above twelve or fif- 
teen years; and if kept tame it does not live 
above ſix or ſeven. It is an animal of a very de- 


licate conſtitution, requiring variety of food, 


air, and exerciſe, It muſt be paired with a 8. 


; male, and kept i in a- park of at leaft an hundred 
acres. "They may eaſily be ſubdued, but never 
thoroughly tamed. No arts can teach them to 


be familiar with the feeder, much leſs attached 


to him. They ſtill preſerve a part of their 
natural wildneſs, and are ſubject to terrors 


without a cauſe. They ſometimes, in attempt- 


ing to eſcape, ſtrike themſelves with ſuch force 
againſt the walls of their incloſure, that they 
break their limbs, and become utterly diſabled. | 

Whatever care is taken to tame them, they are 
never entirely to be relied on, as they have ca- 

pPricious fits of fierceneſs, and ſometimes ſtrike 
at thoſe they diſlike with a e of force that 


— 


is very dangerous. 
The cry of the roe-buck is neither ſo loud 


nor ſo frequent as that of the ſtag. The young . 
ones have a particular manner of calling to the 
dam, which the hunters eaſily imitate, and 

often thus allure the female to her deſtruction. 


Upon, ſome occaſions alſo they become in a 
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anner intoxicated eh their food, which, 


during the ſpring, is ſaid to ferment in their 
ſtomachs, and they are then very eaſily taken. 
In ſummer they keep cloſe under covert of 


the foreſt, and ſeldom venture out, except in 
violent heats, to drink at ſome river or foun- 


tain. In general, however, they are contented 


to ſlake their thirſt with the dew that falls on the 
graſs and the leaves of trees, and ſeldom riſk 


their ſafety to ſatisfy their appetite, They de- 
light chiefly in hilly grounds, preferring the 
tender branches and buds of trees to corn, or 
other vegetables; and it is univerſally allowed 


that the fleſh of thoſe between one and two 


years old is the greateſt delicacy that is known. 
Perhaps alſo, the ſeargeneſt of is , its 


flavour. n 


In America this 1 is much more com- 
mon than in Europe. With us there are but two 
Known varieties; ; the red, which is the largeſt 


fort; and the brown, with a ſpot behind, which 
is leſs. But in the new continent the breed is 


extremely numerous, and the varieties in equal 


proportion. In Louiſiana, where they are ex- 


tremely common, they are much larger than in 
Europe, and the inhabitants live in a great. 


meaſure upon its fleſh, which taſtes like mut- 


jon vie well fatted. They: are found alſo in 
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Brafil, where they have the name of a 
apara, only differing from ours in ſome' ſlight 
deviations in the horns. This animal is alſo 
ſaid to be common in China; although ſuch as 
have deſcribed it ſeem to confound it with the 


| THE EEE. 
WE have hitherto been Jelbcibing minute 


animals in compariſon of the elk; the fize of 
which, from concurrent teſtimony, appears to 


be equal to that of the elephant itſelf. It is an 
animal rather of the buck than the ſtag kind, 


as its horns are flatted towards the top; but it 


is far beyond both in ſtature, ſome of them 


being known to be above ten feet high. It is 
a native both of the old and new continent, 
being known in Europe under the name of the 
elt, and in America by that of the Mooſe- 
deer. It is ſometimes taken in the German 


and Ruffian foreſts, although ſeldom appear- 


ing; but it is extremely common in North 


America, where the natives. purſue, and track 
it in the ſhow. The accounts of this' ani- 
mal are extremely various; ſome deſcribing it 


as being no higher than an Koen and others -4 
. twelve feet high. 
As the ſtature of this creature makes its chief 
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peculiarly, ſo it were to be wiſhed that we 
could come to ſome preciſion upon that 
head. If we were to judge of its ſize by the 
horns, which are ſometimes fortuitouſly dug 
up in many parts of Ireland, we ſhoald not be 
much amiſs in aſcribing them to an animal at 
leaſt ten feet high. One of theſe I have ſeen, 
which was ten feet nine inches from one tip to 
the other. From ſuch dimenfions, it is eaſy 
to perceive that it required an animal far be- 


yound the ſize of an horſe to ſupport them. To : 


bear an head with ſuch extenfive and heavy ant- 
lers, required no ſmall degree of ſtrength; and 
without all doubt the bulk of the body muſt 
have been proportionable to the fize of the 
horns. I remember ſome years ago; to have 


feen à ſmall mooſe-deer, which was brought 
from America, by a gentleman of Ireland ; it 


was about the ſize of an horfe, and the horns 
were very little larger than thoſe of a common 


ſtag: this, therefore, ferves to prove that the 


horns bear an exact proportion to the animal's 
fize; the ſmall elk has but ſmall Horns; whereas 
thoſe enormous ones, which we have deſcribed 
above, muſt have belonged- te a proportionable 
creature. In, all the more noble animals, Na- 
ture obſerves a perfect ſymmetry; and it is not 
to be en ſhe. fails in this nale inſtance. 


— 
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We have ho reaſon, therefore, to doubt the 


accounts of Jocelyn and Dudley, who affirm, 


that they have been found fourteen ſpans ; 
which, at nine inches to a ſpan, makes the 
animal almoſt eleven feet high. Others have 
extended their accounts to twelve and fourteen 


feet, which makes this creature one of the 
moſt formidable of the foreſt. . 


There is but very little Hifſetence deen 
the European elk, and the American mooſe- 
deer, as they are but varieties of the ſame 
animal. It may be rather larger in America 
than with us; as in the foreſts of that unpeopled 
country, it receives leſs diſturbance than in our 
own. In all places, however, it is timorous 
and gentle; content with its paſture, and never 


willing to diſturb any other animal, when * 
plied itſelf. 6 ; 


The. European elk grows to dove ſeven or 


| eight feet high. In the year 1742, there was a 
female of this animal ſhewn at Paris, which was 


caught in a foreſt of Red Ruſſia, belonging to 
the Cham of Tartary *; it was then but young, 


and its height was. even at that time fix feet 


ſeven inches; but the deſcriber obſerves, that 


it has ſince become much taller and thicker, 
ſo that we may ſuppoſe this female at leaſt 


 * DiRtionaire Raiſonnee des Animaux. Au Nom, Elan. 
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ſeven feet high. There have been no late op- 


portunities of ſeeing the male; but, by the rule 
of proportion, we may eſtimate his ſize at eight 
or nine feet at the leaſt, which is about twice 
as high as an ordinary horſe. The height, 


however, of the female, which was meaſured, 
was but fix feet ſeven inches, Paris meaſure ; 
or almoſt ſeven Engliſh feet high. It was ten 
feet from the tip of the noſe to the inſertion of 


the tail; and eight feet round the body. The 
hair was very long and coarſe, like that of a 


wild boar. The ears reſembled thoſe of a 


mule, and were a foot and an half long. The 


upper jaw was longer, by fix inches, than the 
lower; and, like other, ruminating animals, it had 
no teeth (cutting teeth I ſuppole the deſcriber 


means). It had a large beard under the throat, 
like a goat; and 1n the middle of the forehead, 
between the horns, there was a bone as.large 
as an egg* The noſtrils were four inches long 


on each fide of the mouth. It made uſe of its 


fore-feet, as a defence againſt its enemies. 
Thoſe who ſhewed it, aſſerted, that it ran, with 
aſtoniſhing ſwifrneſs; that it ſwam alſo with 
equal expedition, and was very fond of the 
water. They gave it thirty pounds 'of bread 
every day, beſide hay, and it drank eight 


ih 
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buckets of water. It was tame and kumillar; 
und ſubmiſlive enough to its keeper.. 
This deſcription differs in many cireum- 
fances from that which we have of the mooſe, 
or American elk; which the French call the 


original: Of theſe there are two kinds, the 


eommon ligit grey mooſe, which is not very 


large; and the black mooſe, which grows to an 


enormous height. Mr. Dudley obſerves, that 
a doe or hind of the black mooſe kind, of the 
fourth year; wanted but an inchi of ſeven feet 


high. All; however, of both kinds; have flat 


palmed torns, not unlike the fallow-deer; only 


that the palm is much larger, having a fhoft 


trunk at the head, and then immediately fpread- 
ing above a foot broad, with a kind of ſmall 


antlers, like teeth, on ont of the edges. In this 


particular, all of the elk kind agree; as well 
the European elk, as the n the black 


-  mooſe<deer.' 
The grey e is about the fe of att 


horſe; and although it has large buttocks, its 
tail is not above an inch long. As in all of this 
kind the upper lip is much longer than the 
under, it is ſaid that they continue to go back- 


ward as they feed. Their noſtrils are ſo large 


that a man inay thruſt his hand in a confiderable 


rge 


ble 
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way; and their horns are as long as thoſe of a 
ſtag, but, as was obſerved, much broader: 

The black mooſe is the enormous animal 
mentioned above, from eight to twelve feet 
high: 1 ofſeleyn; whio is the firſt Engliſh writer 
that mentioils it, ſays, that it is a goodly crea- | 
ture, twelve feet high, with exceeding fair 
horns, that have broad palms, two fathoms 
from the top of one horn to another. He aſſures 
us, that it is a creature, or rather a monſter of 
ſuperfluity, and many times bigger than an 


Engliſh ox. This account is confirmed by 


Dudley; but he does not give ſo great an ex- 


panſion to the horns, meaſuring them only 
thirty- one inches between one tip and the other: 


however, that ſuch an extraordinary animal as 


Joſſeleyn deſcribes, has actually exiſted, we can 


make no manner of doubt of, ſince there are 


horns common enough to be ſeen among us, 


twelve feet from one tip to the other. 
Theſe animals delight in cold countries, feed- 


ing upon graſs in ſummer, and the bark of 


trees in winter. When the whole country is 


deeply covered with ſnow, the mooſe-deer herd 
together under the tall pine-trees, ſtrip off the 


bark, and remain in that part of the foreſt 
while it yields them ſubſiſtance. It is at that 


time that the natives prepare to hunt them: 
Vor. III. | > L ; 
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and particularly when the ſun begins to male 


the ſnow by day, whichis frozen again at night; 
for then the icy cruſt which covers the ſurface 


of the ſnow, is too weak to ſupport ſo great a 
bulk, and only retards the animal's motion, 
When the Indians, therefore perceive an herd 
of theſe at a diſtance, they immediately prepare 
for their purſuit, which is not, as with us, the 
ſport of an hour, but is attended with toil, 


difficulty, and danger . the timorous animal 
no ſooner obſerves its enemies approach, than 


it immediately endeavours to eſcape, but ſinks 
at every ſtep it takes; Still, however, it pur- 
ſues. its way through a thouſand obſtacles: the 
ſnow, which is uſually four feet deep, yields to 
its weight, and embarraſſes its ſpeed; the ſharp 


ice wounds its feet; and its lofty horns are en- 
tangled in the branches of the foreſt; as it 


paſſes along. The trees, however, are broken 


down with eaſe; and wherever the mooſe-deer 
runs, it is perceived by the ſnapping off the 


branches of the trees, as thick as a man's thigh, 
with its horns. | The chaſe laſts in this manner 
for the whole day; and ſometimes it has been 
known to continue for two, nay three days 


together; for the purſuers are often not leſs ex- 


eited by famine, than the purſued by fear. 
* Phil, Tran, vol. i Us. p. 436. f 0 
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Their preſervance, however, generally ſuc- 
ceeds; and the Indian who firſt comes near 
enough, darts his lande, with unerring aim. 
which ſticks in the poor animal, and at firſt 
increaſes its efforts to eſcape. In this manner 
the mooſe trots heavily on, (for that is its 
uſual pace) till its purſuers once more come up, 
and. repeat their blow: upon this, it again ſum- 
mons up "ſufficient vigour to get a-head; but, 
at laſt, quite tired, and ſpent with loſs of blood, 
it ſinks, as the deſcriber expreſſes it, like a 


_ ruined building, "wr makes che en ane 
beneath its fall. | 


This animal, when killed, is 1 a very valuable 5 


acquiſition to the hunters. The fleſh is very 


well taſted, and ſaid to be very nouriſhing. 
The hide is ſtrong, and ſo thick that it has 
been often known to turn a muſket-ball; how- 
ever, it is ſoft and pliable, and, when tanned. | 
the leather 1s extremely light, yet very laſting. 


The fur is a light grey in ſome, and blackiſh . 
in others; and when viewed through a micro- _ 


ſcope, appears ſpongy like a bulruſh, and is 
ſmaller at the roots and points than in the 


middle; for this reaſon, it lies very flat and 
| ſmooth, and though beaten or abuſed never fo 


much, it eee returns to its former ſtate, The 
PETE 5 : L 2 #5 f 
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horns alſo are not leſs uſeful, being applied to 
all the purpoſes for which hartſhorn is bene- 
ficial: theſe are different in different animals; | 
in ſome they reſemble entirely thoſe of the 
European elk, which ſpread into a broad 
palm, with ſmall antlers on one of the edges; 
in others they have a branched brow-antler 
between the bur and the palm, which the 
German elk has not: and i in this they entirely 
agree with thoſe whoſe horns are ſo frequently 
dug up in Ireland. This animal i is ſaid to be 
troubled with the epilepſy, as it is often found 
to fall down when purſued, and thus becomes 
an eaſier prey; for this reaſon, an an - imaginary 
virtue has been aſcribed to the hinder hoof, 
which ſome have ſuppoſed to be a ſpecific 
againſt all epileptic diſorders. This, however, 
may be confidered as a vulgar error; as. well as 
that of its curing itſelf of this diſorder by ap- 
plying the hinder hoof behind the ear. After 
all, this animal is but very indifferentiy and 
confuſedly deſcribed by travellers; each mixing 
his account with ſomething falſe or trivial; 

often. miſtaking ſome other quadrupede for | 
the elk, and confounding. its hiſtory. Thus 
ſome have miſtaken it for the rein-deer, which 


in every thing but ſize it greatly reſembles; 


ſome have ſuppoſed it to be the ſame with the 
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Tapurette *, from which it entirely differs; 


ſome have deſcribed i it as the common red Kits 
rican ſtag, which ſcarcely differs from our own; 
and, laſtly, fome have confounded it with the 


Bubalus, which is more properly a gazelle. of 


Africa 1 
THE) REIN-DEER. 


OF all animals 1 thn 0 bind the rein- 


deer is the moſt extraordinary and the moſt 
uſeful. It is a native of the-icy regions of the 


north; and though many attempts have been 


made to accuſtom it to a more ſouthern cli- 


mate, it ſhortly feels the influence of the 


| change, and i in a few months declines and dies. 
Nature ſeems to have fitred it entirely to 
anſwer the neceſſities of that hardy race of 
mankind that live near the pole. As theſe 
would find it impoſſible to ſubſiſt among their 
barren ſnowy mountains without its aid, ſo this 
animal can live only there, where its aſſiſtance 
is moſt abſolutely. neceſſary. From it alone the 
natives of Lapland and Greenland ſupply moſt 
of their wants; it anſwers / the purpoſes of an 


horſe, to convey them and their ſcanty fur- 
niture from one mountain to another; it anſwers 


Condamine. f De Deſcription de e p· 17. 
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fore, they receive as many. advantages as we 
derive from three of our moſt uſeful creatures; 
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the purpoſes of a cow, in giving wilk; and it 
anſwers the purpoſes of the ſheep, in e 
them with a warm, though an homely kind of 
clothing. From this quadrupede alone, there · 


ſo that Providence does not leave theſe poor 
outcaſts entirely deſtitute, but gives them a 
faithful domeſtic, more patient and ſerviceable 
than any other in Nature. 5 
The rein-deer reſembles the 4 elk 
in the faſhion of its horns. It is not eaſy in 
words to deſeribe theſe minute differences; 
nor will the reader, perhaps, have a diſtinct 


M „ was a 


idea of the ſimilitude, when told that both 2 
have brow- antlers, very large, and hanging a 
over their eyes, palmated towards the top, n 
and bending forward, like a bow. But here the a 
ſimilitude between theſe two animals ends; 1 
for, as the elk is much larger than the ſtag, ſo h 
the rein-deer is much ſmaller. It is lower. and - Fr 
ſtronger built than the ſtag; its legs are ſhorter 1 
and thicker, and its hoofs much broader than T 
in that animal; its hair is much thicker and e. 
warmer, its horns much larger in proportion, | 
and branching forward over its eyes; its ears 1 
are much larger; its pace is rather a trot than a . 


houndipg, and this it can continue for a whole co 
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day; its hoofs are cloven and moveable, ſo that 
it ſpreads them abroad as it goes, to prevent 
its finking in the ſnow. When it proceeds on 


a journey, it lays its great horns on its back, 


while there are two branches which always. 
hang over its forehead, and almoſt :cover its 


face. One thing ſeems peculiar to this animal 


and the elk; which i is, that as they move along, 
their hoofs are heard to crack with a pretty 
loud noiſe. This ariſes from their manner of 


8 treading; for as they reſt upon their eloven 


Hoof, it ſpreads on the ground, and the two 
diviſions ſeparate. from each other; but when 


they lift it, the diviſions cloſe again, and ſtrike 


againſt each other with a crack. The female 
alſo of the rein-deer has horns as well as the 
male, by which the ſpecies is diſtinguiſhed from 
all other animals of the deer kind whatſoever. 
When the rein-deer firſt ſned their coat of 
hair, they are brown; but in proportion as 
ſummer approaches, their hair begins to grow 
whitiſh; until, at laſt, they are nearly grey *. 
They are, however, always black about the 
eyes. The neck has long hair, hanging down, 


„For the greateſt part of this deſcription of the rein-deer, 
I am obliged to Mr. Hoff berg; upon whoſe authority, being 


a native of Sweden, and an e N we may 


conhdently 2 
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and coarſer than upon any other part of the 
| body. The feet, juſt at the inſertion of the 
hoof, are ſurrounded with a ring of white. 


The hair in general ſtands ſo thick over the 


whole body, that if one ſhould attempt to ſe- 
parate it, the ſkin, will no where appear un- 


covered: whenever it falls alſo, it is not ſeen 
to drop from the root, as in other quadrupedes, | 
but ſeems broken ſhort near the bottom; ſo 


that the lower part of their NE is ſeen EroWIng, 


while the upper falls away: 
The. horns of the female are made like thoſk 


of the male, except that they are ſmaller and 
lefs branching. As in the reſt of the deer 


kind, they ſprout from the points; and alſo i in 
the. beginning, are furniſhed. with an hairy 
> which ſupports the blood-veſlels, of moſt 
exquiſite. ſenſibility. The rein- deer ſhed their 
horns, after rutting- time, at the latter end of 


N vember; and they are not completely fur - 
niſhed again till towards autumn. The female 
always retains hers. till ſhe brings. forth, and 
then ſheds them, about the beginning of No» 
vember. If ſhe be barren, however, which is 


not unfrequently the caſe, ſhe does not ſhed | 


them till winter. . The caſtration of the rein- 


deer does not prevent the ſfiedding of their 


 borns; thoſe which are the ſtrongeſt, caſt them 
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early in winter; thoſe which are more weakly 
not ſo ſoon. Thus, from all theſe circum- 
ſtances, we ſee how greatly this animal differs 
from the common ſtag. The female of the 
rein- deer has horns, which the hind is never 
ſeen to have; the rein-deer, when caſtrated, 
rene ws its horns, which we are aſſured the ſtag | 
never does; it differs not leſs in its habits and 
manner of living, being tame, ſubmiſſive, and 
patient; while the ſtag, is wild, capricious, and 
unmanageable. I 

The' rein-deer,' as Was Ai is naturally an 
inhabitant of the countries bordering” on the 
arctic circle. It is not unknown to the natives 
of Siberia. 'The North. Americans alſo hunt 
it under the name of the caribou. But in Lap- 


land, this animal is converted to the utmoſt 


advantage; and ſome herdſmen of that country 
are known to o patſels WE a ane, in a 
fingle herd. 
Lapland is Hivided! intotwo Aiftricts, themoun- 
tainous and the woody. The mountainous part 
of the country is at beſt barren and bleak, exceſ- 
fively cold, and uninhabitable during the winter; 
ſill, however, it is the moſt defirable part᷑ of 
this frightful region, and is moſt thickly 
peopled during the ſummer. The natives ge- 
perally reſide on the declivity of the mountains. 
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three or four cottages together, and lead 2 
' 'cheerful and ſocial life. Upon the approach 
of winter, they are obliged to migrate into the 
plains below, each bringing down his whole 
herd, which often amounts to more than a 
thouſand, and leading them where the paſture 
country is much more deſolate and hideous. 
The whole face of Nature there preſents a fright- 
ful ſcene of trees without fruits, and plains 
without verdure. As far as the eye can reach, 
nothing is to be ſeen, even in the midſt of 
ſummer, but barren fields, covered only witk 
a moſs, almoſt as white as ſnow; no graſs, 
no flowery landſcapes, only here and there a 
pine- tree, which may have eſcaped the frequent 
conflagrations by which the natives burn 
down their foreſts. But what is very extra- 
ordinary, as the whole ſurface of the country 
is clothed in white, ſo on the contrary, the 
foreſts ſeem to the laſt degree dark and 
gloomy. While one kind of moſg makes the 
fields look as if they were covered with ſnow, 
another/kind blackens over all their trees, and 
even hides their verdure. This moſs, however, 
which deforms the country, ſerves for its only 
ſuppert, as upon it alone the rein-deer can 
ſubſiſt. The inhabitants, who, during the ſum- 


im- 


D E ER KIND. „ 48- 


mer, lived among the mountains, n down 
their herds in winter, and people the plains 
and woods below. Such of the Laplanders 

inhabit the woods and the plains, all the year 
round, live remote from each other, and having 
been uſed to ſolitude, are melancholy, igno- 


rant, and helpleſs. They are much poorer alſo 
than the mountaineers for, while one of thoſe 


is found to poſſeſs a thouſand rein-deer; at a 
time, none of theſe are ever known to rear the 
tenth part of that number. The rein-deer 


makes the riches of this people; and the cold 


mountainy parts of the country agree beſt with 
its conſtitution. It is for this reaſon, therefore, 


_ that the mountains of Lapland are preferred to 


the woods ; ; and that many claim an excluſive 
right to the tops of hills, covered in almoſt 


| As ſoon as ; the ſummer begins 1 to appear, the 
Laplander, who had fed his rein-deer upon the 
lower grounds, during the winter, then drives 


them up to the mountains, and leaves the 
woody country, and the low paſture, which at 


that ſeaſon are truly deplorable. The gnats, 


bred, by the ſun's, heat, in the marſhy bottoms, 
and the weedy lakes, with which the country 


abounds more than any other part of the world, 


are all e the wing, and fill the Whole ar, 


poor animal almoſt to diſtraction. 


4 


72565 ANIMALS or THE 


like clouds of duſt ina dry windy day. The 
inhabitants, at that time, are obliged: to daub . 
their faces with pitch, mixed with milk, to 
ſhield their ſkins from their depredations. All 


places are then fo greatly infected, that the poor 
natives can ſcarce open their mouths” without 
fear of. ſuffocation; ; the inſects enter, from their 
numbers and minuteneſs, into the noſtrils'and 
the eyes, and do not leave the ſufferer a mo- 
ment at his eaſe. But they are chiefly enemies 


to the rein- deer: the Horns of that animal 


being then in their tender ſtate, and poſſeſſed 
of extreme ſenſibility,” a famiſhed cloud of in- 
ſects inſtantly ſettle upon them, and drive the 
In this ex- 
tremity, there are but two remedies, to which 
. the quadrupede, as well as its maſter, are ob- 
li ged to have recourſe. The one is, for both to 
take ſhelter near their cottage, Where a large 


fire of tree moſs is prepared, which filling the 
Whole place with ſmoke, keeps off the gnat, 


and thus, by one inconvenience, expels a 
greater; the other is, to aſcend to the higheſt 
fummit of the mountains, where the air is too 
thin, and the weather too cold, for the gnats to 
come. There the rein. deer are ſeen to continue 
the whole day, although without food, rather 
than to venture down to the lower parts, 
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he khere they can have no delete againſt their | _ 
ab unceaſing perſecutors. . 1 
to . Beſides the gnat, ons is 418 a gadfly, that, "i 
Al . the ſummer ſeaſon, is no leſs formidable — 
or to them. This inſect is bred under their {kins, il 
ut whereſthe egg has been depoſited the preceding - 
eir ſummer; and it is no ſooner produced as a fly, a [ 
nd than it again endeavours to depoſite its eggs in " 
10+ ſome place fimilar to that from whence it --2Þ 
ies came. Whenever, therefore, it appears flying 1 
1al over an herd of rein-deer, it puts the whole ä i 
ed body, how numerous ſoever, into motion; = | 
in- they know their enemy, and do all they can, by 8 
he toſſing their horns, and running among each l 
X. other, to terrify or avoid it. All their en- 1 
ich deavours, however, are too generally without = 
3b- effect; the gadfly is ſeen to depoſite its eggs, | 
'to which burrowing under the ſkin, wound it in | 
ge ſeveral places, and often bring on an incurable. | 
the diſorder. 1 | N 
at, In, the morning, 1 as 1 as the _ Fl 
2 bnd herdſman drives his deer to paſture, 
eſt his greateſt care is to keep them from ſcaling 4 
too the ſummits of the mountains where there is a 
to no food, but where they go merely to be at 1 
me eaſe from the gnats and gadflies that are ever = 
her annoying them. At this time, there is a ſtrong 4 
rts, conteſt between the dogs and the deer; the one * 


pour teh n 
9 . 240 II, 


ts antMats or Tur 


endeavouring to climb up againſt the fide of 
the hill, and to gain thoſe ſummits that are cos 
vered in eternal ſnows; the other forcing them 
down, by barking and threatening,” and, ina 

manner, compelling them-into the places where 
their food is in the greateſt plenty. There the 
men and dogs confine them; guarding them 
with the utmoſt precaution the whole day, and 
driving them home at the | {pr ſeaſons or 


Bev . 
The female beine N in the middle of 


" May; and gives milk till about the middle of 
October. Every morning and evening; during 
the ſummer, the herdſman returns to the cottage 
with his deer to be milked, where the women 
previouſly have kindled up a finoky fire, which 
_ effeQtually drives off the gnats, and keeps 
the rein-deer quiet while milking. The fe- 
male furniſhes about a pint, which though 
- thinner than that of the cow, is neverthelefs 
14 | ſweeter and more nouriſhing. 'This done, the 
Ks | herdfman drives them back to paſture ; as he 
= neither folds nor houſes them, neither provides 
for their ſubſiſtence during the een nor im- 
proves their paſture by cultivation. e 
_ Upon the return of the winter, what the 
gnats and flies are no longer to be feared, the 
Laplander deſcends into the lower grounds; 
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ak as there are but few to diſpute the poſſeſſion 
of that deſolate country, he has an extenſive 
range to feed them in. Their chief, and almoſt 
their only food at that time, is the white moſs 
already mentioned; which, from its being fed 
upon by this animal, obtains the name of the 
lichen rangiferinus. This is of two kinds: the 
woody lichen, which covers almoſt all the 
deſert parts of the country like ſnow; the other 
is black, and covers the branches of tlie trees in 
very great quantities. However unpleaſing theſe 
may be to the ſpectator, the native eſteems 
them as one of his choiceſt benefits, and the 
moſt indulgent gift of Nature. While his fields 

are clothed with moſs, he envies neither the 

fertility nor the verdure of the more ſouthern 
landſcape; drefſed up warmly in his deer-ſkin _ 
clothes, with ſhoes and gloves. of the ſame ma- 

terials, he drives his herds along the deſert, 
fearleſs and at eaſe, ignorant of any higher lux- 
ury than what their milk and ſmoke-dried fleſh 
affords him. Hardened to the climate, he ſleeps 
in the midſt of ice; 3 or, awaking, dozes away his 
time with tobacco; while his faithful dogs ſup- 
ply his place, and keep the herd from wander- 
ing. The deer, in the mean time, with inſtincts 
adapted to the ſoil, purſue their food, though 
covered in the deepeſt ſnow. They turn it up 


— 


} 
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with their noſes, like ſwine; and 1 lied 
its ſurface he frozen and ſtiff, yet the hide is fo 
hardened in that part, that they eaſily overcome 
the difficulty. It ſometimes, however, happens, 
though but rarely, that the: winter commences 
with rain, and a froſt enſuing, covers the whole 
country with a glazed cruſt of ice. Then, in- 
_ deed, both the rein- deer and the Laplander are 

undone; tliey have no proyiſions laid up in caſe 

of accident, and the only reſource is to cut down 
the large pine-trees, that are covered with moſs, 


which furniſhes but a ſcanty ſupply ; ſo that the 


greateſt part of the herd is then ſeen to periſh, 
without a poſſibility of affiſtance. It ſometimes 
alſo happens, that even this ſupply is wanting ; 
for the Laplander often burns down his woods, 
in order to improve and fertilize the ſoil which 


produces the moſs, 0 which he go his | 


Sale.. 
In this manner. . ene life * Gill con- 
tinued near the pole; neither the coldneſs of the 


1 winter, nor the length of the nights, neither the 


wildneſs of the foreſt, nor the vagrant diſpoſi- 


tion of the herd, interrupt the even tenour of 

"the Laplander's life. By night and day he is 
ſeen attending his favourite cattle, and remains 
unaffected, in a ſeaſon which would be ſpeedy 


death to ä * a milder climate. He 
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gives himiſelf no uneaſineſs to Houſe his herds or 
to provide 4 winter fubfiſterice for them ; he is 
at the trouble neither of manuring his grounds, 
nor bringing in His harveſts; he is not the hires 


ting of another's luxury; all His labouts are 
to obviate the neceſſities of his own ſitua- 


tion; and theſe he undergoes with cheerfulneſs, ; 


as he is ſure to enjoy the fruits of his own in- 


duſtry: If, therefore, we compare the Lap- 
lander with the peaſant of more ſouthern cli- 
mates, We ſhall have little reaſon to pity his 
' fitoation; the climate in which he lives is ra- 


ther terrible to us than to him; and, as for 


the reſt, he is bleſſed with liberty, plenty, and 


eaſe. The rein-deer alone ſupplies him with 
all the wants of life, and ſome of the conve- 
fiences, ſerving to ſhew how many advantages 
Nature is capable of ſupplying, when neceſfity 


gives the call. Thus, the poor, little, helpleſs | 


native, who was originally, perhaps, driven 
dy fear or famine into thoſe inhoſpitable eli- 


mates, would ſeem, at firſt view, to be the 
moſt wretched of mankind : but it is far other- 
wiſe; he looks round athong the few wild ani- 


mals that his barren country can maintain, and 


 fingles out one from among them, arid that of 
a kind, which the reſt of mankind. bave not 
thought worth taking from a ſtate of Nature; 
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this he cultivates, propagates, . and multiplies 
and from this alone derives every comfort th at 
can ſoften the ſeverity of his fituation.., ... 


. 


* 2 * 


The rein-deer of this country are of — 
5 kinds, the wild and the tame. The wild are 
larger and ſtronger, but more miſchie vous than 
the others. Their breed, however, is pre- 
ferred to that of the tame; and the female of 


the latter is often ſent into the woeds, from 
whence ſhe returns home impregnated. by one of 
the wild kind. Theſe are fitter for drawing the 


fledge, to which the Laplander accuſtoms them 


betimes, and yoaks them to it by a ſtrap, which 
goes round the neck, and comes down between 
their legs. The fledge i is extremely light, and 


ſhod at the bottom, with the Kin of a young 


deer, the hair turned to flide on the frozen 
ſnow. The perſon who ſits on this guides, the 


animal with a cord, ' faſtened round the horns, 
and encourages it to proceed with his voice, and 


drives it with a goad. Some of the wild breed, 


though by far the ſtrongeſt, are yet found re- | 


fractory, and often. turn upon their drivers; who 


have then no other reſource but to eover them- 


ſelves with. their ſledge, and let the animal vent 
its fury upon that. But it 1s, otherwiſe with 


thoſe that re tame; no creature can be r more 
aQtive, ponent, and williog: when har Sued, 


ad ag 
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they” will trot nine or ten Swediſh miles, or 
between fifty and fixty Engliſh miles at one 
ſtretch. ' But, in ſuch a caſe, the poor obe- 
dient creature fatigues: itſelf to death; and, if 
not prevented by the Laplander, who kills it 
immediately, it will die a day or two after. In 
general, they ean go about thirty miles without 
| halting, and this without any great or dangerous 
efforts. This, which is the only manner of 


travelling in that country, can be performed 


only in winter, when the ſnow is glazed over 


with ice; and although it be a very ſpeedy me- 


thod of conveyance, yet it is inconvenient, 

dangerous, and troubleſome. 

In order to make theſe animals more obe- 
dient, and more generally ſerviceable, they 


caſtrate them; which operation the Laplanders 


perform with their teeth; theſe become ſooner 
fat when taken from labour; and they are found 


to be ſtronger in drawing the ſledge. There is 


uſually one male left entire for every fix fe- 
males; theſe are in rut from the F eaſt of St. 
Matthew to about Michaelmas. At this time, 


their horns are thoroughly burniſhed, and their 
battles umong each other are fierce and obſti- 


nate. The females do not begin to breed till 

they are two years old; and then they continue 

regularly breeding every year till mah are ſu- 
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perannuated. They go with young: bows eighs 


months, and generally bring forth two, at à 


time. The fondneſs of the dam for her young: 


Bs very remarkable; it often happens that wen 


they are ſeparated from her, ſhe will return 


from paſture, keep calling round the cottage 
for them, and will not deſiſt until, dead or 
alive, they are brought and laid at ber feet. 


They are at firſt of a light brown; but they 


become darker with age; and at laſt the old 


ones are of a brown almoſt. approaching. to 
blackneG. The young follow the dam for tuo 
or three years; but they do not acquire their: 
full growth until four. They axe then broke 
in, and managed for draw ing the ſledge; and 
they continue ſerviceable for four or fave years: 


longer. They never hve above fifteen o fixteen 


years; and, when, they arrive at the Proper age, 
the Laplander generally kills them for the fake: 
of their ſkins and their fleſh. This he performs: 
by ſtriking them on the back of the neck, with 


His knife, into the ſpinal marrow; upon which 


they inſtantly fall, and he then euts the arteries 


that lead ta the heart, and lets the blood dif 
charge itſelf into the cavity of the. breaft... 


There is ſcarce an paxt of this animal has! 18: 
hot converted: to its peculiar uſes, - As foor as: 


i begins. to grow: old, and ſame time before 
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che rut, it is Killed, and the fleſh aried 3 ir: the 


air. It is alſo ſometimes hardened with ſmoke, 
and laid up for travelling proviſion, when the 


natives migrate from one part of the country to 


another. During the winter, the rein- deer are 
flaughtered as ſheep with us; and every four 
perſons in the family are allowed one rein- deer 
for their week's ſubſiſtence. In ſpring, they 
ſpare the herd as much as they can, and live 
upon freſh fiſfl. In ſummer, the milk and 


curd of the rein-deer makes their chief provi- 
ſion; and, in autumn, they live wholly upon 
| fowls, which they kill with a croſs-bow, or 


catch in ſpringes. Nor is this fo ſcanty | an al- 
lowatice; fitice, at that time, the ſea-fowls 


come in ſuck abundance that their ponds and g 


ſprings are covered over. Theſe are not fo ſhy 


as with us, but yield themſelves an eaſy prey. 


They are chiefly allured to thoſe places by the 
ſwarms of gnats which infeſt the country during 
ſummer, and now repay the former inconve- 
niences, by ioviting ſuch numbers of birds as 
ſupply the natives with food à fourth part of 
the year, in great abundance, 

The milk, when newly taken, is warmed i in 
a cauldron, and thickened with rennet, and then 
che curd is preſſed into cheeſes, which are little 


and well taſted. Theſe are never found to 
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breed mites as the cheeſe of other,countries, 
probably becauſe the mite fly is not to be found | 
in Lapland. The whey which remains is 
warmed up again, and becomes of a conſiſtence 
as if thickened with the white of eggs. Upon 
this the Laplanders feed during . the ſummer ; 
it is pleaſant and well taſted, but not very nou- 
riſhing. As to butter. they very ſeldom make 
any, becauſe the milk affords but a very ſmall 
quantity, and this, both in taſte and conſiſtence, 
is more nearly reſembling to ſuet. They never 
keep their milk till it turns ſour; and do not 
dreſs it into the variety of diſhes which the more 
ſouthern countries are. known to do, The only 
delicacy they make from i it is with wood ſorrel, 
which being boiled up with it, and coagulating, 75 
the whole as put into caſks, or deer. ſkins, and 
kept under ground to be eaten in winter. 
The ſkin is. even a more valuable part. of 
this animal than either of the former, From that 
part of it it which covered the head and feet, they 
make their ftrong ſnow-ſhoes with the hair on 
the outſide. Of the other parts they compoſe 
their garments, which are extremely warm, | 
and which cover them all over. The hair of 
theſe alſo is on the autfide; and they ſometimes 
line them within with the fur. of the glutton, 
or r ſome other“ warm furred animal of that cli- 
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mate. Theſe iss alſo ſerve en for beds, 
They ſpread them on each fide of the fire, upon” 


ſome leaves of the dwarf birch-tree, and in this 


manner lie both ſoft and warm. Many gar- 
ments, made of the ſkin of the rein- deer, are 
ſold every year to the inhabitants of the more 
ſouthern parts of Europe; and they are found 
ſo ſerviceable in keeping out the cold, that 
even people of the ey rank a are I to wear 


them. 


In ſhort, nr no pen of this a0 is throng 
away as uſeleſs: The blood is preferyed i ig 
ſmall caſks, to make ſauce with the marrow . 
in ſpring. The horns are ſold to be converted 
into glue. The finews are dried, and divided 
ſo as to make the ſtrongeſt kind of ſowing 
thread, not unlike catgut. The tongues, which. 
are conſidered as a. great delicacy, are dried, 
and fold into the more ſouthern ' provincęs. 
The inteſtines themſelves are waſhed like our 
tripe, and in high efteem among the natives. 
Thus the Laplander finds all his neceſſities 
amply ſupplied from this ſingle animal; and 
he who has a large herd 15 theſe animals has o 


idea of higher luxury. 1 


But, although the ib-deer 1 be a very af 


and vigorous animal, it is not without its dif- 


kaſes. I have already mentioned the pain it 
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; feels fram the gnat, and the apprehenſions it is 


under from the gadfly. Its hide is often found 


pierced in an hundred places, like à ſieve, from 
this inſect, and not a few die in their third year, 
from this very cauſe. Their teats Alſo are 


9 


ſubject to cracking, {a that hload cames inſtead 
of milk. They ſametimes take à loathing for 
their faod; and, inſtead of eating, ſtand ſtill, 


and chew the cud. They are alſo troubled 
with a yertigo, like the elk, and turn round 


often till they die. The Laplander judges of 
their ſtate by the manner af their turning. If 


| they turn to the right, be judges their diſorder 


but ſlight; if they turn to the left, be deemg 
it incurable. The rein-deer are alfo ſubject ta 
ulcers near the hoof, which, unqualiſies them for 
travelling, or keeping with the herd. But the 
moſt fatal diſorder of all is that which the na- 


tives call the uddatala, which attacks this ani- 
mal at all ſeaſons of the year, The inſtant it is 
ſeized with this diſeaſe it begins to breathe with 


greater difficulty, its exes begia to ſtare, and 
It acquires alſo an un- 


ſyal degree of terogity, and attacks all it meets 
indiſcriminately. Still, however, it continues 


to feed as if in health, but is not ſeen to che w 
the cud, and it lies down more frequently than 
before, In this MARE + us t ues, ve day 
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conſuming and growing more lean, till ub laſt 
it dies from mere jnanition; and not one of 
theſe that gre attacked with this diſorder. are | 
ever found to recover. Notwithſtanding, it is 
but very lately known in that part of the world; 
although, during the laſt ten or fifteen years, it 
has: ſpoiled whole provinces of this neceflary 
creature. It is contagious; and the moment the 
Laplander petceives any of his herd infected, 
he haſtens to kill them immediately, before it 
ſpreads any farther. When examined internally, 
there is a frothy ſubſtance found in the brain 
and round the lungs; the inteſtines are lax 
and flahby, and the ſpleen is diminiſhed almoſt 
to nothing. The Laplander's only cure in all 
theſe diſorders, is to anoint the animal's back 
with tar; if this does not ſucceed, he conſiders 
the diſeaſe as beyond the power of art;-and, 
with his natural phlegm, ſubmits to the ſeve- 
_ Tities of Fortune. 

Beſides the internal maladies of this nin 
there are ſome external enemies which it has to 
fear. The bears now and then make depreda- 
tions upon the herd; but of all their perſecu- 
tors, the creature called the glutton is the moſt 
dangerous and the moſt ſuccesful. The war + 
between theſe is carried on not leſs in Lapland 
than in North America, where the rein- deer is 
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called the caribou, and the glutton the cares. 
jou. This animal, which is not above the ſtze 


of a badger, waits whole weeks together for its 
prey, hid in the branches of ſome ſpreading 


tree; and when the wild rein- deer paſſes under. 
neath, it inſtantly drops down upon it, fixing its 


teeth and claws into the neck, juſt behind the 
horns. It is in vain that the wounded ani- 


mal then flies for protection, that it ruſtles 
among the branches of the foreſt, the glutton 
ſill holds its. former poſition, and, although it 
| often loſes a part bf its ſkin and fleſh, which 
are rubbed off againſt the trees, yet it ill keeps 
faſt; until its Prey drops with fatigue and loſs 
of blood. The deer has but one only method 
of eſcape, which is by jumping into the water; 
that element its enemy cannot endure; for, as 
we are told, it quits its hold immediately, and 

then thinks 5 only of p rovidin g for. its own pro- 
Per ſecurity. PB. | e 9 T0: 3 
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1 of the th kind ſeem; to unite: 
in themſelves all thoſe diſtinctions by which 
others are ſeparated.;.| They reſemble thoſe: of 


the horſe:kind in the number of their teeth, 
which in all amount to forty· four, in the length 


of their head, and in having but a ſingle ſto- 
mach. They reſemble the cow kind in their 
eloven hoofs and the poſition of their inteſtines; 
and they reſemble thoſe of the clay · footed kind 
in their appetite for fleſh, in their not chewing 


the cud, and i in their numerous progeny. Thus 


this ſpecies ſerves to fill up that chaſm which 
is found between the carnivorous kinds and 


thoſe; that live upon graſs; being poſfeſſed of - 
the ravenous: appetite! of the one, and the: inof- 


fenfive nature of the other. . We may. conſider 


them, therefore, as of a middle nature, which 
we can refer neither to the rapacious nor the 


peaceful kinds, and yet partaking ſomewhat! of 


the nature; of both. Like the rapaeious kinds, 
they are found to have ſhort inteſtines their 


hoofs alſo, though cloven tothe ſight, will, 


upon ana tomical inſpection, appear to, be ſup- 
plied with bones like beaſts of prey; and the 
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number of theit teats alſo increaſe the ſimili- 
| tude; on the other hand, in a natural flate 
they live upon vegetables, and ſeldom ſeek 
after animal food, except when urged by ne- 
ceflity. They offend no other animal of the 
| Foreſt, at the ſame time that they : are furniſhed | 
with arms to terrify the braveſt. | 
The wild boar, ' which is the ant of all 
the varieties we find in this creature, is by no 
means ſo ſtupid nor ſo filthy an animal as that 
we have reduced. to tameneſs; he is much 
ſmaller than the tare hog, and does not vary 
in his colour as thoſe of the domeſtic kind do, 
but is always found of an iron grey, inclining 
to black; his ſnout is much longer than that 
of the tame hog, and the ears are fhorter, 
rounder, and black; of which colour are alſo 
the feet and the tail. He roots the ground in 
a different manner from the common hog; for 
as this turns up the earth in little ſpots here 
and there, ſo the wild boar plows it up like a 
furrow, and does irreparable damage in the 
cultivated lands of the farmer. The tuſks alfo 
of this anjmal are larger than in the tame bred, 
fome of them being ſeen almoſt à foot long *. 
Theſe, as is well known, grow from both the 
under and upper jaw, bend upwards eircu- 
JON vol. ix. p. 147. 
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larly, and are exceeding ſharp at the points. 


They differ from the tuſks of the elephant in 


this, that they never fall; and it is remarkable 
of all the hog kind, that they never ſhed their 


teeth as other animals are ſeen to do. The 
tuſks of the lower jaw are always the moſt to 


be dreaded, and are wound 8 give very. terrible 


wounds. N 
The wild dan ata called neither 


a ſolitary nor a gregarious animal. The three 


firſt years the whole litter follows the fow, and 


the family lives in a herd together. They are. 


then called beaſts of company, and unite their 
common forces againſt the invaſions of the wolf, 
or the more formidable beaſts of prey. Upon 
this their pxincipal ſafety. while young depends; 
tor when attacked they give each other mutual 
aſſiſtance, calling to each other with a very 


loud and fierce note: the ſtrongeſt face the dan- 
zer; they form a ring, and the weakeſt fall into 


the centre» In this poſition few tavenous beaſts 
dare venture; to atack them, but purſue the chace 
where there is leſs reſiſtance and danger. How. 
ever, when the wild boar is come to a ſtate of 
maturity, and when conſcious of his own ſu- 
perior ſtrength, he then walks the foreft alone, 
and fearleſs: At that time he dreads no ſingle 
— does he turn but of his way even 
We 
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for man himſelf: He does: not "Teek' Aariget, 
ad he does not much femto'dvoid it. 
_ ©" PhisAvimalis therefore feldom attacked, but 


dt a Uifadvanrage, either by numbers, or when 


found ſleeping by moonlight: The hunting 
the wild boar is one of che prinei al amuſe- 
ments of the nobility ii thoſe Countries where 
it is to be found. The dogs provided for this 
| ſport are of the ſſow Heavy Kind:“ Thoſe uſed 
for hunting the ſtag, or the 'roe-buck, would 


be very improper, as they would too ſoon come 


un with their e and, inſtead of a hae, 


_ ſmall ity is therefore lebwlen; n rift the | 


| hunters much mindful of tHe goodneſs of their 
noſe, as the wild boar leaves ſo ſtrong a ſcent, 
that it is impoſſible for them to miſtake its 
courſe. They never hunt any but the largeſt 
_ andthe oldeſt, which are hnnwniby their tracks. 
When the boar is rar d, as is the expreſſion of 
driving him from his covert, he goes ſlowly 
and uniformly forward, not much afraid; nor 


very far before his purſuers. At the end of 
every half mile, or thereabouts, hel turns round, 


ſtops till the hounds dome up; andl offers to at- 
tack them. Theſe, on the other hand, know- 
ing their danger, keep off, and bay him at a 
diſtance. Aftes they chave for a while gazed 


re 
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pon each other, with mutual animoſity; the 


boar again ſlowly goes on his courſe, and the 
dogs renew their purſuit. In this manner the 
charge is ſuſtained, and the chace continues till 


the bore is quite tired, and refuſes to go any 
farther. The dogs then attempt to cloſe in 


upon him from behind; thoſe which are young, 


fierce, and unaccuſtomed to the chace, are ge- 


nerally the foremoſt, and often loſe their lives 
by their ardour.. Thoſe. which are older and 


better trained are content to wait until the hun- 


ters come up, who ſtrike at him with their 
ſpears, and, after ſeveral blows, diſpatch or diſ- 


able him. The inſtant the animal is killed, 


they cut off the teſticles, which would other- 
wiſe give a taint, to the fleſh;- and the huntſ- 


men celebrate the victory with their horns. 


The hog, in a natural ſtate, is found to feed 
chiefly upon roots and vegetables; it ſeldom 
attacks any other animal, being content with 


ſuch proviſions as it procures without danger. 
Whatever animal happens to die in the foreſt, 


or is ſo wounded that it can make no reſiſtance, 


becomes a prey to the hog, who ſeldom refuſes 


animal food, how putrid ſoever, although it 

is never at the pains of taking or procuring it 
alive. For this reaſon, it ſeems a glutton ra- 
ther by accident than choice, content with ve - 


— 


1% QUADRUPEDES ON | 
getable food, and only devouring fleth when 


preſſed by 'neceſlity, and when it happens to 


offer. Indeed, if we behold the hog in its do- 


meſtie ſtate, it is the moſt ſordid and brutal 
animal in Nature ®: The aukwardneſs of its 
form ſeems to influenee its appetites; and all 


its ſenſations are às groſs as its ſhapes are un- 


fightly. It ſeems poſleffed only of an inſatiable 
deſtre of eating; and feems to make choice 


only of what other animals find the moft offen - 


five. But we ought to confider that the hog 
with us is in an unnatural ſtate, and that it is in 
a manner compelled to feed in this filthy manner 
from wanting that Proper nouriſhment which it 
finds im the foreſl. When in a flate of wild« 
nefs, it is of all other quadrupedes the moſl 


delicate in the choice of what vegetables it ſhall 
feed on, and rejects a greater number than any 
of the reft. The cow, for inftance; as we are 


affured by Linnæeus, eats two hundred and fe- 
venty-fix plats, and rejects two hundred and 


_ eighteen; tlie goat eats four hundred and forty- 

nine, and rejects ar hundred and twenty-ſix ; - 
the fheep eats three hundred and eighty feven, 
and rejects an hundred and forty- one; the 


horfe ears two hundred and ſixty-two, and re- 
ſects two hundred and twelve; but the hog, 


' ® Buffon, ver ix. p. 14. 
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morenice in its proviſion than any of the fra 
eats but ſeventy-twa plants, and rejects an hun- | j 
dred and feventy-one. The indelicacy of this , J 
animal is, therefore, rather in our apprehenſions | [! 
than in its nature; fince we find it makes a _ 
very diſtinguiſhing choice in the quality of its = 
food; and if it does not reject animal putrefac- i 
tion, it, may be becauſe it is abridged in that fil 
food which is moſt wholeſome and agreeable to | 
it in a ſtate of nature. This is certain, that its 
palate is not inſenſible to the difference of eat- 
ables; for, where it finds variety, it will reject 
the worſt, with as diſtinguiſhing a taſte as any 
other quadrupede whatſoever &. Inthe orchards 
of peach; trees in North America, where the hog 
has plenty of delicious food, it is obſerved, 
that it will reject the fruit that has lain but a 
few hours on the ground, and continue on 
the watch whale hours e for a freſh | 
windfall. . | 
Namen che hog is nally formed i in a 
more imperfect manner than the other animals 
that we have rendered domeſtic around us, leſs 
active in its motions, leſs furniſhed with inſtinct 
in knowing what to purſue or avoid. Without 
attachment, and incapable of inſtruction, it 
continues, while it lives, an uſeleſs or rather a 


Britiſh Zodlogy, vol. br p. 42. ; 
Vol.. III. N | 
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fapacious dependant. The coarſeneſs of its 
hair, and the thickneſs of its hide, together 
with the thick coat of fat that lies immediately 
under the ſkin, render it inſenfible to blows; 
or rough uſage. Mice have been known to 
burrow in the back of theſe animals while fat- 
tening in the ſty®, without their ſeeming to 
perceive it. Their other ſenſes ſeem to be in 
tolerable perfection; they ſcent the hounds at 


a diſtance; and, as we have ſeen, they are not 


inſenſible in the choice of their proviſions. - 
The hog is, by nature, ſtupid, inactive, and 
drowſy; if undiſturbed, it would ſleep half its 
time; but it is'frequently awaked by the calls of 
appetite, which when it has ſatisfied, it goes to 
reſt again. Its whole life is thus a round of ſleep 
and gluttony; and if ſupplied with ſufficient 
food, it ſoon grows unfit even for its own ex- 
iſtence; its fleſh becomes a greater load than its 
legs are able to ſupport, and it continues to feed 
lying down, or kneeling, an helpleſs inſtance of 
indulged ſenſuality. The only time it ſeems to 
have paſſions of a more active nature, are, when 
it is incited by venery, or when the wind blows 
with any vehemence. Upon this occaſion, it is 
fo agitated as to run violently towards its ſty, 
ſcreaming horribly at the ſame time, which ſeems 
Buffon. 


/ 


mouth, preparing a bed, and hiding itſelf from 


the impending ſtorm. Nor is it leſs, agitated: 
when it hears any of its kind in diſtreſs: when 
a hog is caught in a gate, as is often the caſe, 
or when it ſuffers any of the uſual domeſtic ope- ; 
rations of ringing or ſpaying, all the. reſt are. 
then ſeen to gather round it, to lend their fruit- 
leſs aſſiſtance, and to ſympathize with its ſuffer- 
ings.” They. have often alſo: been known to 


gather round a dog that had teazed them, and- 
kill him upon the ſpot. | 
Mioſt of the diſeaſes of this animal ariſe Fs 


intemperance; meaſles, impoſthumes, and ſcro- 


phulous- ſwellings, are reckoned among the 


number. It is thought by ſome that they wal- 
low in the mire to. deſtroy a ſort of louſe or in- 


ſect that is often. found to infeſt them; however, 


they are generally known to live, when ſo per- 
mitted, to eighteen: or. twenty years; and the 
females produce till the age of fifteen. As they 
produce from ten to twenty young at a litter, 
and that twice a year, we may eaſily compute 
how, numerous they would ſhortly become, if 
not diminiſhed by human induſtry. In the wild 


ſtate they are leſs prolific; and the ſow of the 


N2 
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to argue that it is naturally fond of a warm cli- 
mate. It appears alſo to foreſee the approach 
of bad weather, bringing ſtraw to its ſty in its 
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woods brings forth but once a year, We 
becauſe exhauſted by rearing. up her former 
numerous pro gen. | 
It would be ſuperfluous to dwell 8 upon 
the nature and qualities of an animal too well 
known to need à deſeription: there are few, 
even in eities, who are unacquainted with its 
uſes, its appetites, and way of living. The 
arts of fattening, rearing, guarding, and ma- 
naging hogs, fall more properly under the 
cognizance of the farmer than the naturaliſt; 
they make a branch of domeſtic economy, 
which, properly treated, may be extended to 
a great length; but the hiſtory of Nature ought 
always to end where that of Art begins. It will 
be ſufficient, therefore, to obſerve that the wild 
boar was formerly a native of our country, 
as appears from the laws of Hoeldda*, the 
famous Welſh legiſlator, who permitted his 
grand huntſman to chace that animal from the 
middle of November to the beginning of 
December. William the Conqueror alſo pu- 
niſhed ſuch as were convicted of killing the wild 
boar in his foreſts, with the loſs of their eyes. 
At preſent, the whole wild breed is extinct; 
but no country makes greater uſe of the tame 
| kinds, as their fleſh, which bears falt better 


* Britiſh Zoolcgy, vol. 1. p. 44. 
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Son that of any other animal, makes a principal [| 
part of the proviſions of the Britiſh navy. 1 

As this animal is a native of almoſt every 1 
country, there are ſome varieties found in the 1 
ſpecies. That which we call the Eaſt-India breed, 1 
is lower, leſs furniſned with hair, is uſually 9 
black, and has the belly almoſt touching the ll 
ground; it is now common in England, to 1 
fatten more eaſily than the ordinary kinds, and 1 
to make better bacon. | [ 


There is a remarkable variety of this aig 1 
about Upſal t, which is ſingle hoofed, like the 
horſe; but in no other reſpect differing from the 
common kinds. The authority of Ariſtotle _ | 
who firſt made mention of this kind, has been | 
often called into queſtion; ſome have aſſerted, 

that ſuch a quadrupede never exiſted, becauſe f | 
it happened not to fall within the ſphere of their * 
own confined obſervation; however, at preſent, 
the animal is too well known to admit of any 
doubt concerning it, The hog common in 
Guinea differs alſo in ſomethings from our own; 
though ſhaped exactly as ours, it is of a reddifh 
colour, with long ears, which end in a ſharp 
point, and a tail which hangs down to the paſ- 
tern; the whole body is covered with ſhort red 
{ſhining hair, without any briſtles, but pretty 
+ Amænit Accad. vol. v. p. 465, | _ 
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long near the tail. Their fleſh i is ſaid to be ex- 
cellent, and they are very tame. 

All theſe, from their near reſemblance to the 
hog, may be conſidered as of the ſame ſpecies; 
the Eaſt-Indian hog, we well know, breeds 
with the common kind; whether the ſame ob- 


tains between it, and thoſe of Upſal and Guinea, 


We cannot directly aſſirm; but where the ex- 
ternal ſimilitude is ſo ſtrong, we may be induced 
to believe that the appetites and habits arę 
the ſame. It is true, we are told, that the Gui- 
nea breed will not mix with ours, but keep 
ſeparate, and herd only together: however, 


this is no proof of their diverſity, fince every 
animal will prefer its own likeneſs in its mate; 


and they will only then mix with another ſort, 
when depriveꝗ of the ſociety of theirown. Theſe, 
. therefore, we may conſider as all of the hog 
kind; but there are other quadrupedes, that, 
in general, reſembles this ſpecies, which never- 
theleſs, are very diſtinct from them. I ravellers, 
indeed, from their general form, or from their 
habits and way of living, have been content to 
call theſe creatures hogs alſo; but upon a cloſer 
_ inſpeRion, their differences are found to be ſuch 
as entirely to ſeparate the kinds, and me each 
2 diſtinct animal by itlelf. e 
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THE PECCARY, OR « TAJACU. 


1 HAT 3 which of all 3805 molt: re- 
ſembles an hog, and yet is of a formation very 

diſtinct from it, is called the peccary or tajacu. 
It is a native of America, and found there, 
in ſuch numbers, that they are ſeen in herds of 
ſeveral hundreds together, grazing among the 
woods, and inoffenſive, except when offended. 


The peccary, at firſt view, reſembles a ſmall 


hog; the form of its body, the ſhape of its head, 
the length of its ſnout, and the form of its legs, 
are entirely alike: however, when we come to 
examine it nearer, the differences begin to 
appear. The body is not ſo bulky; its legs not ſo 
Jong; its briſtles much thicker and ſtronger 
than thoſe of the hog, reſembling rather the 
quills of a porcupine, than hair; inſtead of a 
tail, it has only a little fleſhy protuberance, 
which does not even cover its. poſteriors; but 
that which is ſtill more extraordinary, and in 
which it differs from all other quadrupedes 


whatſoever, is, that it has got upon its back a 


jump, reſembling the navel in other animals 

which is found to ſeparate a liquor, of a very 

ſtrong ſmell. . The peccary is the only creature 

W! has thoſe kind of glands which diſcharge the 
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muſky ſubſtance, on that part of its body. Some 
have them under the belly; and others under 
the tail; but this creature, by a conformation 


peculiar to itfelf, has them on its back. This 


Jump, or navel, is ſituated on that part of the 


back which is over the hinder legs; it is, in 


general, ſo covered with long briſtles, that it 
cannot be ſeen, except they be drawn aide. 


A ſmall ſpace then appears, that is almoſt bare, 


and only beſet with a few ſhort fine hairs. In 
the middle it riſes like a lump; and in this there 
is an orifice, into which one may thruſt a 
common gooſe quill. This hole or bag 1s not 
above an inch in depth; and round it, under 
the ſkin, are fituated a number of ſmall glands, 
which diſtil a whitiſh liquor, which, in colour 
and ſubſtance, reſembles that obtained from the 
civet animal. Perhaps it was this analogy, that 
led Dr. Tyſon to ſay, that it ſmelt agreeably 
alſo, like that perfume. But this Mr. Buffon 


abſolutely denies; affirming, that the ſmell is at. 


every time, and inevery proportion, ſtrong and 


offenfive ; and to this I can add my own teſti- 
mony, if that able naturaliſt ſhould 1 fer a 


voucher. 

But, to be more pertivalay | in the acm 
of the other parts of this quadrapede; the 
colour of the body is grizly, ard beſet "with 
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briſtles, thicker and ſtronger than thoſe of a 
common hog; though not near ſo thick as thoſe 
of a porcupine, they reſemble, in this reſpect, 
that they are variegated with black and white 
rings. The belly is almoſt bare; and the ſhort 
briſtles on the fides, gradually increaſe in 
length, as they approach the ridge of the back, 
where ſome are ſive inehes long. On the head 
alſo bet tyeen the ears, there is a large tuft of 
briſtles, that are chiefly black. The ears are 
about two inches and an half long, and ſtand 
upright; and the eyes reſemble thoſe of a 
common hog, only they are ſmaller. From 
the lower corner of the eye to the ſnout, is 
uſually fix inches; and the ſnout itſelf is like 
that of an hog's, though it is but ſmall. One 
fide of the lower lip is generally ſmooth, by the 
rubbing of the tuſk of the upper jaw. The 
feet and hoofs are perfectly like thoſe of a 
common hog; bat, as was already obſerved, 
it has no tail. There are ſome anatomical 
differences in its internal ſtructure, from that of 
the common hog. Dr. Tyſon was led to ſuppoſe, 
that it had three ſtomachs; whereas the hog 
has but one: however, in this he was deceived, 
as Mr. Daubenton has plainly ſhewn, that the 
ſtomach is only divided by two cloſings, which 
givevitthe'appeatatice as if divided 3666 three; 
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and there is no conformation that' prevents the 
food in any part of i it, from going or n. 
to any other. 

The peccary may Wy cad like the hog, 
pd has pretty nearly the lame habits and na- 
tural inclinations, - It feeds upon the ſame 
aliments; its fleſh, though drier and leaner than 
that of the, hog, is pretty good eating; it is 
improved by caſtration ; and, when killed, not 
only the parts. of. generation muſt be taken 
inſtantly away, but alſo the navel. on the back, 
with all the glands that contribute to its ſupply, 
If this operation be deferred for only half an 
Hour, the fleſh becomes N unt to be 
„„ [4 

The peccary is ; e numerous in al 
the parts of Southern, America. They go in 
herds of two or three hundred together ; and 
unite, like hogs, in each other's defence. They 
are particularly fierce when their young are 
attempted to be taken from them. They ſurround 
the plunderer, attack him without fear, and 
frequently make his life pay the forfeit of his 
raſhneſs. When any of the natives are purſued 
by an herd in this manner, they frequently climb 
a tree to avoid them; while the peccaries gather 
round the root, threaten with their tuſks, and 
their rough. briſtles ſtanding exect, 9s, in the 
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hog kind, they aſſume a very terrible appear: 
ance.” In this manner they remain at the foot 


of the tree for hours together; while the hunter 


is obliged to wait patiently, and not without 
apprehenſions, until they think fit to retire. 
The peccary is rather fond of the mauntain- 
ous parts of the country, than the lowlands; 


it ſeems to delight neither in the marſhes nor 
the mud, like our hogs; it keeps among the 


woods, where it ſubſiſts upon wild; fruits, roots, 
and vegetables; it is alſo an unceaſing enemy 
to the lizard, the toad, and all the ſerpent kinds, 
with which theſe uncultivated foreſts -abound. 


As ſoon as it perceives a ſerpent, or a viper, it 


at once ſeizes it with its fore hoofs and teeth, 
ſkins it in an inſtant, and devours the fleſh. 
This is often ſeen; and may, therefore, be rea- 
dily credited : but as to its applying to a proper 
vegetable immediately after, as an antidote to 


the poiſon of the animal it had devoured, this 


part of the relation we may very well ſuſpect. 
The fleſh, neither of the toad nor viper, as 


every one now knows, are poiſonous; and, 
therefore, there is no need of a remedy againſt 
their venom. © Ray gives no credit to either 
part of the account; however, we can have no 
reaſon to diſbelieve that it feeds upon toads 
and ſerpents; it is only the making uſe of a vege- 
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table antidote, that appears improbable, and 
which perhaps had its riſe in the Ignorance 
and credulity of the natives. 

The peccary, like the hog, is very prolific; 
the young ones follow the dam, and do not 
ſeparate till they have come · to perfection. If 
taken at firſt, they are very eaſily tamed, and 
ſoonlofe all their natural ferocity; however, they 
never ſhew any remarkable ſigns of docility, but 
continue ſtupid and rude, without attachment, 
or even feeming to know the hand that feeds 
them. They only continue to do no miſchief; 
-and they may be permitted to run tame, 
without apprehending any dangerous conſe. 
quences, They ſeldom ſtray far from home; 
they return of themſelves to the ty ; and do 
not quarrel among each other, except when 
they happen to be fed in common. At ſuch 
times, they have an angry kind of growl, much 
ſtronger and harſher than that of an bog; but 
they are ſeldom heard to fcream as the former, 
only now and then, when frighted, or irritated, 
they have an abrupt angry manner of blowing 
kike the boa. 

The peccary, though like the a in ſo many 
axnrions reſpects, is, nevertheleſs, a very diſtind 
Trace, and will not mix, nor produce an inter- 
mediate breed. The European hog has been 
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tranſplanted. into America, and ſuffered to run 
wild among the woods; it is often ſeen to herd 
among a drove of peccaries, but never to breed 
from them. They may, therefore, be conſidered 
x two diſtin creatures; the hog is the larger, 
and the more uſeful animal; the peccary, more 
feeble and local; the hog ſubſiſts in moſt parts 
of the world, -and in almoſt eyery climate ; the 
peccary is a native of the warmer regions, and 
cannot ſubſiſt in ours, without ſhelter and 
aſſiſtance. It is more than probable, however, 

that we could readily propagate the breed of 
this quadrupede, and that, in two or three ge- 
nerations, it might be familiarized to our 
climate: but as it is inferior. to the hog, in 
eyery reſpect, ſo it would be needleſs to admit 
2 new domeſtic, whoſe RR are better "oo 

pied! in 2 0 


THE CAPIBARA, on C ABIAI. 


THERE are ſome- inn ſo entirely 
different from any that we are acquainted with, 
that it is hard to find a well known animal to 
which to refemble them. In this caſe, we muſt 
be content to place them near ſuch as they moſt 
approach in form and -habits, ſo that the reader 
may at once have ſome idea of the creature's 
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ſhape'or diſpoſition, although, perhaps, d ie; 


rs and a very vonfuſed. one. 


V pon that confuſed idea, however; it vill be be 


our buſineſs to work; to bring it; by degrees, 
to greater preciſion; to mark out the differences 
of form, and thus give the cleareſt notions that 
words can eaſily convey. The known animal 


is a kind of rude ſketch of the figure we want 


to exhibit ; from which, by degrees, we faſhion 
out the ſhape of the creature we deſire ſhould be 
known; as a ſtatuary ſeldom. begins his work, 
till the rude outline of the figure is given by 
ſome other hand.—In this manner, I have 
placed the capibara among the hog. kind, 
merely becauſe it is more like an hog than any 
other animal commonly known, and yet, more 
cloſely examined, it will be found to i 
ſome of the moſt obvious particulars. ; ::. '_ 

The capibara reſembles an hog of hour two 
years old, in the ſhape, of its body, and the 
coarſeneſs and colour of its hair. Like the 
hog, it has a thick ſhort neck, and a rounded 


briſtly black; like the hog, it is fond of the 


water and marthy places, brings forth many at 
a time, and, like it, feeds upon animal and ve- 
getable food. But when examined more nearly, 


the differences are many and obvious. The 


head is longer, the eyes are larger, and the 
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ſnout, inſtead: of being rounded, as in the hog, 
is ſplit; like that of à rabbit or hare, and fur- 
niſned with thick ſtrong whiſkers ; the mouth 
is not ſo wide, the number and the form of 
the teeth are different, for it is without tuſks: 
like the peccary, it wants a tail; and, unlike 
to all others of this kind, inſtead of a cloven 
hoof, it is in a manner web-footed, and thus 
entirely fitted for ſwimming, and living in the 
water. The hoofs before are divided into four 
parts; and thoſe behind, into three ; between 
the diviſions, there 1s a prolongation of the 
ſkin, ſo that the foot, when ſpread in ſwim- 
ming, can beat a greater ſurface of water. 

As its feet are thus made for the water, fo 


it is ſeen to delight entirely in that element; 


and ſome naturaliſts have called it the water-hog 


for that reaſon. It is a native of South America, 


and is chiefly ſeen frequenting the borders of 
lakes and rivers, like the otter. It ſizes the 
fiſh upon which it preys, with its hoofs and 
teeth, and carries them to the edge of the lake, 
to devour them at his eaſe. It lives alſo upon 
fruits, corn, and ſugar-canes. As its feet are 


long and broad, it is often ſeen fitting wn 


like a dog that is taught to beg. Its cry mor 
nearly reſembles the braying of an aſs, than the 


grunting of an hog. It ſeldom goes out, exe 
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cept at night, and that always in company. It 
never ventures far fram the ſides | of the river 


becauſe of the length af its feet, and the ſhort- 


neſs of its legs, ſo its only place of ſafety is the 
water, into which it immediately plunges when 
purſued, and keeps ſo long at the hattom, that 
the hunter can have no hopes of taking it there. 
The Capibara, even in a ſtate of wildneſs, is 
of a gentle nature, and, when taken young, is 
eaſily tamed. It comes and goes at command, 
and even ſhews an attachment to its keeper. Its 
fleſh is ſaid to be fat and tender, but, from 
the nature of its food, it has a fiſhy taſte, like 


that of all thoſe which are bred: in the water. 
Its head, however, is ſaid to be excellent; and, 


in this, it reſembles the beaver, whoſe fore 
parts taſte like fleſb, and the hinder like the 
filh it feeds on. of 


THE BABYROQUESSA, OR . INDIAN 00. 
THE Bobyeanells l is ſtill more remote from 


the hog kind than the capibara; and yet, moſt 
traveliers who have deſcribed this, animal, do 


not ſeruple to call it the hog of. Borneo, which 


s an land in the Eaſt-Indies, where it is prin- 


cipally to be found. Probably the animal's 
Ggure upon the whole- moſt reſembles that of 
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the hog; kind; and may have induced them to 
rank it among the number: however, when 


they come to its: deſcription, they repreſent ĩt 


as baving neither the hair, the briftles, the head, 


the ſtature, nor the. tail of an hog. Its legs, 
we are told, are: longer, its ſnout ſhorter, its 
body more ſlender, and ſome what reſembling 


that of a ſtag; its hair is finer, of a grey colour, 
rather reſembling wool than briſtles, and its 
tail alfo tufted with the fame. From theſe va- 
rieties, therefore, it can ſcarcely be called an 
bog ; and yet, in this claſs, we muſt be content 
to rank it until its form and nature come to 


be better known. What we at preſent prin- 
cipally diſtinguiſh at by are four enormous tuſks, 


that grow out of each jaw; the two largeſt from 
the upper, and the two finalleſt from the under. 
The jaw- bones of this extraordinary animal are 
found to be very thick and ſtrong; from whence 
theſe monſtrous tuſks are ſeen to proceed, that 
diſtinguifhit from all other quadrupedes what- 


ſoever. The two that go from the lower jaw 


are not above a foot long, but thofe of the 


upper are above half a yard: as in the boar, 


they bend circularly, and the two lower ſtand 

in the jaw as they are ſeen to do in that animal; 

but the two upper riſe from the upper jaw, 

rather like horns than teeth; and, bending up- 
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wards and ma ſometimes have their a 
points directed to the animal's eyes, and are 
often fatal by growing into them. Were it not 
that the Babyroueſſa has two ſuch large teeth 
underneath, we might' eaſily ſuppoſe the two 
upper to be horns; and, in fact, their ſockets 
are directed upwards; for which _ reaſon Dr. 
Grew was of that opinion. But, as the teeth 
of both jaws are of the ſame conſiſtence, and 
as they both grow out of. ſockets in the ſame 
manner, the analogy between both is too ſtrong 
not to 1uppole thein of the ſame nature. The 
upper teeth, when they leave the ſocket, im- 
mediately pierce the upper lips of the animal, 
and grow as if they immediately went from its 
cheek; The tuſks in both jaws are of a very 
- fine ivory, .{moother and whiter than that of 
: the elephant, but not ſo hard or 'ſerviceable. 
Ihle enormous tulks give this anĩmat a very 
anidahte appearance; and yet it is thought 
to be much leſs dangerous than the wild boar *. 
Like animals of the hog kind, they go together 
in a body, and are often ſeen in company with the 
wild boar, with which, however, they are never 
known to engender. They have a very ſtrong 
ſcent, which diſcovers them to the hounds; and, 
when purſued, they growl me, neg n. 
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jag back upon the dogs, and wounding them | 


with the tuſks of the lower jaw, for thoſe of the 
upper are rather an obſtruction than a defence. 
They run much ſwifter than the boar, and have 


a more exquiſite ſcent, winding the men and 
the dogs at a great diſtance. When hunted 


cloſely, they generally plunge themſelves into 


the ſea, where they ſwim with great ſwiftneſs 
and facility, diving, and riſing again at plea 


ſare ; and in this manner they moſt frequently 
eſcape their purſuers. Although fierce and ter- 


rible when offended, yet they are peaceable and 
harmleſs when unmoleſted. They are eaſily. 


tamed, and their fleſh is good to be eaten; but 


it is ſaid to putrefy in a very ſhort time. They 
have a way of repoſing themſelves differeat from 
moſt other animals of the larger kind; which 
is by hitching one of their upper tuſks on the 
branch of a tree, and then ſuffering, their 

whole body to ſwing down at eaſe. Thus ſuſ- 
pended from a tooth, they continue the whole 
night quite ſecure, and out of the reach of ſuch 


animals as hunt them for prey, 


The Babyroueſla, though by its teeth and 
tuſks it ſeems fitted for a ſtate of hoſtility, and 


probably is carnivorous, yet, nevertheleſs, 

ſeems chiefly to live upon vegetables and the 

leaves of trees. It ſeldom ſeeks to break into 
a | Rd 2 


. 
— n . S * 
CCC 


" 
0 
- 
rd Fo png Rar og . a 8 * 1 
FAS 8 * * = . * . * 1 = 
A* 33 PULP; SMC ERIE AEDT t fy 0 7 D „e ble IS. x, 4.448 tho be Wn on e 8g n 
— * - * — 2 — 2 — — —. — area >: — = C - — - 4 


4 


— ⁊ — 


+. 


X 


r S MA Es: 
1 3 


196 'QVADRUPEDES o 


gardens, like the boar, in order to pillage the 
more ſucculent productions of human induſtry, 


but lives remote from mankind, content with 
coarſer fare and ſecurity. It has been ſaid that 


it was only to be found in the iſland of Borneo, 


but this is a miſtake, as it is well known in 


many other parts, both of Aſia and Africa, as 
at the Celebes, at Eftrila, Senpgal, and Mada- 


gaſcar &. 


Such are the animals of the kg kind, which 
axe not diſtinctly known; and even all theſe, 


as we ſee, have been but imperfectly examined, 
or deſcribed. There are ſome others of which 
we have ſtill more imperfect notices; ſuch ag 


the warree, an hog of the iſthmus of Darien, 


deſcribed by Wafer, with large tuſks and ſmall 
ears, and briſtles like a coarſe fur all over the 
body. This, however, may be the European 
hog, which has run wild in that part of the 
new world, as no other traveller has taken no- 
tice of the ſame. The Canary boar ſeems dif- 
ferent from other animals of 'this kind, by the 
largeneſs of its tuſks; and, as is judged from 


the ſkeleton, by the aperture of its noſtrils, 


and the number of its grinders. I cannot con- 
clude this account of thoſe animals that are 
thus furniſhed with enormous tuſks, without 


* Anderſon's Natural Hiſtory of Greenland, 
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obſerving that there is a ſtrong conſent between 
theſe and the parts of generation. When ca- 
ſtrated, it is well known that the tuſks grow 
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as much ſmaller, and are ſcarce ſeen to appear | 
. without the lips; but what is ſtill more remark- — 
W able, is, that in a boar, if the tuſks by any ac- | q 
8 cident or deſign be broke away; the animal | 
la- abates of its fierceneſs and venery, and it pro- q 


duces nearly the ſame effect upon its conſti- | i 
tution as if caſtration had actually taken place . 3 
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CHAP. VII. 


ried Lin of wo Car Kin, 


We have hitherto tas deſcribing a cb 
peaceful and harmleſs animals, that ſerve as the 


inſtruments of man's happineſs, or at leaſt that 


do not openly oppoſe him. We come now to 
a bloody and unrelenting tribe, that diſdain to 
oven his power, and carry on unceaſing hoſti- 


lities againſt him. All the claſs of the cat kind 
are chiefly diſtinguiſhed by their ſharp and for- 
midable claws, which they can hide and extend 
at pleaſure. They lead a ſolitary ravenous life; 


_neither uniting for their mutual defence, like 


vegetable feeders, nor for their mutual ſupport, 


like thoſe of the dog kind. The whole of this 
_ eruel and ferocious tribe ſeek their food alone; 


and, except at certain ſeaſons, are even enemies 
to each other. The dog, the wolf, and the 
bear, are ſometimes known to live upon vege- 
table or farinaceous food; but all of the cat 
kind, ſuch as the lion, the tiger, the leopard, 


and the ounce, deyour nothing but fleſh, and 


ſtarve upon any other proviſton. 

They. are, in general, fierce, rapacious 
ſubtle, and eruel, unfit for ſociety among each 
_ and | incapable of adding to human hap- 
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- 


pineſs. an it is probable that Wen the 
fierceſt could be rendered domeſtic, if man 


haye been yo 


and tigers hape been taught to tend thoſe herds 


- which they are known at preſent to deſtroy; 


but theſe ſervices are not ſufficient to reconi- 


pence for the trouble of their keepiug; ſo that 
ceaſing to be uſeful, they continue to be noxi- 


ous, a and become rebellious ſubjects becauſe 
not taken under equal Proven with the reſt 


of the brute ereation.  - 


Other tribes of animals are elaſſed with dif. 


Benley' ; having often but few points of re- 
ſemblance; and, though alike in form; have 


different diſpoſitions, and different appetites. 


But all thoſe of the cat kind, although 
_ differing in ſize, or in colour, are yet nearly 


allied to each other; being equally fierce; ra- 


pacious, and artful; and he that has feen one 
has ſeen all. In other ereatures there are many 


changes wrought by human aſſiduity; the dog, 


the hog, or the ſheep, are altered in their na- 


tures and forms, juſt as the neceſſities or the 


caprice of mankind have found fitting; but all 


of this kind are inflexible i in their forms, and 


wear the print of their natural wildneſs ftrong 
upon them. The dogs or cows vary in dit- 
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ferent countries, but lions or tigets are Kil 
found the ſame; the very colour is nearly alike 
in all; and the ſlighteſt alterutionts are fuffivient 
to make a difference in the kinds; and to give 
i the animal a different denomination. =" 
The cat kind are not leſs remarkable for the 
ſhurprief and ſtrength of their elaws, which 
thruſt forth from their ſheath when they ſeize 
their prey, than for the ſhortneſs of their-ſtiour, 
the roundneſs of their head, and the large 
whiſkers which grow 6n the upper lip. Their 
teeth alſo, which amount to the number of 
thirty, are very formidable, but are rather bal- 
eulated for tearing their prey than for ehe wing i it; 
for this reaſon they feed but ſlowly ; und while 
they eat, generally continue growling; to deter 
others from taking a ſhare. In the dog kind, 
the chief power lies in the under jaw, which is 
Jong, and furniſhed; with muſeles of amazing 
ſtrength; but in theſe the greateſt force lies in 
the claws, which are extended withigreat eaſe, 
- hd their gripe is ſo tenacious that nothing can 
open it. The hinder parts in all theſe animals 
are much weaker than thoſe before; and they 


ſeem leſs made for ſtrength than agility. Nor 


are they endued with the ſwiftneſs of moſt other 
animals; but generally owe their ſabfiſtence 


rather to SONY their prey by WEN than 
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by hunting it Girly. down. ö They all ſeize it 
with a bound, at the ſame time expreſſing their 
fierce pleaſure with a rour; and their firſt graſp 
generally diſables the:captive- from all further 


reſiſtance. With: all .thefe qualifications for 


ſlaughter, they nevertheleſs: ſeem / timid and 


cowardly, and ſeldom make an attack, like 


thoſe of the dog kind, at a diſadvantage: on 
the contrary, they fly when the force againſt 


them is ſuperiot, or even equal to their own; 


and the Hon himſelf will not venture to make a 


| ſecond attempt, where he has been once re- 
pulſed with ſucceſs. For. this reaſon, in 


countries that are tolerably inhabited, the lion 


is o cowardly, that he is often ſcared away by 
= cries of women and children. 


The cat, which is the ſmalleſt mil of this 


Lind, is the only one that has been taken under 


inſidious enemy ®. - It is, in fact, the only 
ainmal of this. tribe whoſe ſervices can more 


than recompence the trouble of their edu- 


cation, and whoſe ſtrength is not ſufficient to 


make its anger formidable. The lion or the 
tiger may eaſily be tamed, and rendered ſub- 


This deſcription is nearly tranſlated from Mr. Buffon; 
What is added by me, ee commas. 


human protection, and may be confidergd as a 
faithleſs friend, brought to oppoſe a ſtill more 
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| ſervient to human command; but even in their 
hum bleſt, and moſt familiar moments, they are 
Mili dangerous; fince their ſtrongth lis uch that 
the ſmalleſt fit of anger or capi ice may nave 
dreadful conſequences. But the cat, though 
eaſily offended, and often capricious in her re- 
ſentments, is not endowed with powers ſufficient 
to do any great miſchi f. Of all animals, when 
young, there is none more prettily playful than 
the kitten; but it ſeems to loſe this diſpoſition 
as it grows old, and the innate treachery of its 
kind is then ſeen to prevail. From being na- 
turally ravenous, education teaches it to dif. 
guiſe its appetites, and to watch the favourable 
moment of plunder; ſupple, inſinuating, and 
artful, it bas learned the arts of concealing its 
intentions till it can put them into execution; 
when the opportunity offers, it at once Ginn 
upon whatever it finds, flies. off with it, and 
continues at a diſtance till it ſuppoſes i its offence 
forgotten. The cat has only the appearance 
of attachment; and it may eafily be perceived, 
by its timid approaches, and ſide-long looks, 
that it either dreads its maſter, or diſtruſts his 

| kindneſs; different from the dog, whole careſſes 
are ſincere, the cat is aſſiduous rather for its 
own pleaſure, than to pleaſe; and often guins 
confidence, only to abuſe it. The form of in 
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body, and its temperament, correſpond with its 


diſpoſition; active, cleanly, delicate, and vo- 
luptuous, it loves its eaſe, and ſeeks the ſofteſt 
cuſhions to lie on. Many of its habits, how- 
eyer, are rather the conſequences of its for- 
mation, than the reſult of any perverſeneſs in 
its diſpoſition; it is timid and miſtruſtful, be- 


ceauſe its body is weak, and its ſkin tender; a 


blow hurts it infinitely more than it does a dog, 
whoſe hide is thick and body muſcular; the 


long fur in which the cat is clothed, en 


diſguiſes its ſhape, which, if ſeen naked, is long, 
feeble, and ſlender; it is not to be wondered, 
therefore, that it appears much more fearful 


of chaſtiſement than the dog, and often flies, 
even when no correction is intended. Being 


alſo the native of the warmer climates, as will 


be ſhewn hereafter, it chooſes the ſofteſt bed to 
lie on, which is always the warmeſt,” 


The cat goes with young fifty-ſix days, —_ 


ſeldom brings forth above five or ſix at a time. 


The female uſually hides. the place of her re- 
treat from the male, who is ofen found to 


devour her kittens. She feeds them for ſome 


weeks with her milk, and whatever ſmall ani- 
mals ſhe can take take by ſurprize, accuſtoming 
them betimes to rapine. Before they are a 
year old, they are fit to engender ; the female 
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ſeeks the male with cries; nor is thelr cop: 
lation performed without great pain, from the 
narrowneſs of the paſſage i in the female. They 


live to about the age of ten years ; and, during | 
that period, they are extremely vivacious, ſuf: 


fering to be worried a 92 time befor uy 
— 
The young Fiess are very , playful and 
amuſing; ; but their ſport ſoon turns into malice, 


and they, from the beginning, ſhew a diſpoſi- 


tion to cruelty; they often lock wiſtfully 

towards the cage, ſit centinels at the mouth of a 
mouſe-hole, and, in a ſhort time, become more 
. expert hunters, than if they had received the 
inſtructions of art. Indeed, their diſpoſition is 
incapable of conſtraint, that all inſtruction 
would be but thrown away. It is true; that 
we are told of the Greek monks of the iſle of 
Cyprus, teaching cats to hunt the ſerpents with 
which the iſland is infeſted; but this may be 


natural to tHe animal itſelf, and they might have 


fallen upon ſuch a purfuit without any inſtruc- 
tion. Whatever animal i is much wedker than 


themſelves, is to them an indiſeriminate object 


of deſtruction. Birds, young rabbits, - hares, 
rats and mice, bats,” moles, toads and frogs, 
are all equally purſued; ; though not, perhaps, 
_ In” TRE mouſe” ſeems: to be 


e. 
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their favourite game; and, although the cat hag 


the ſenſe of ſmelling in but a mean degree, it, 


nevertheleſs, knows thoſe holes in which its 
prey reſides, I have ſeen one of them patiently” 


watch an whole day until the mouſe appeared, 
and continue quite motionleſs until it came 


within reach, and then ſeized it with a jump. Of 


all the marks by. which the cat diſcovers its 


| natural malignity, that of playing and ſportin 3 


with its little captive, before . it ee e 
is the moſt flagrant. 
The fixed inclination which they nene 


for this peculiar manner of purſuit, ariſes from 
the conformation of their eyes. The pupil in 


man, and in moſt other animals, is capable but 
of a ſmall degree of contraction and dilatation, 
it enlarges a little in the dark, and contracts 
when the light pours in upon it, in too great 
quantities. In the eyes of cats, however, this 
contraction and dilatation of the pupil, is ſo 
confiderable, that the pupil, which by day- light 


appears narrow and ſmall, like the black of 
one's nail, by night expands over the whole 


ſurface of the eye · ball, and, as every one muſt 


have ſeen, their eyes ſeem on fire. By this 
peculiar conformation, their eyes ſee better in 


darkneſs than light; and the animal is thus 
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better adapted for Prins out and furpriving 


its prey. 
Although the cat bn an inhabitant! of our 
houſes, yet it cannot properly be called a 


dependant; although perfectly tame, yet it 
acknowledges no obedience; on the contrary, 


it does only juſt what it thinks fit, and no art 
can controul any of its inclinations. In general, 


it is but half tamed; and has its attachments 


rather to the place in which it reſides, than to 


the inhabitant. If the inhabitant quitsthe houſe, 
the cat ſt ill remains; and if carried elſewhere, 
| ſeems for a while bewildered with its new ſitu- 


tion. It muſt take time to become acquainted 


with the holes and retreats in which its prey 


reſides, with all the little labyrinths nnen 


which they often make good an eſcape. - 


The cat is particularly fearful of water, of 
cold, and of ill ſmells. It loves to keep in the 
. - Fun, to get near the fire, and to rub. itſelf 


againſt thoſe who carry perfumes. It is exceſ- 
| fively fond of ſome plants, fuch as valerian, 
marum, and - cat-mint: againſt theſe it rubs, 


ſmells them at a diſtance, and, at laſt, if they | 


be planted in a garden, wears them out. 
This animal eats ſlowly, and with difficulty, 


as its teeth are rather made for tearing, than 
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crewing: its aliments. For this ba it loves 
the moſt tender food, particularly fiſh,” which 


it eats as well boiled as raw. Its fleeping is 


very light; and it often ſeems to ſleep, the 
better to deceive its prey. When the cat walks, 
it treads very ſoftly, and without the leaſt noiſe; 

and as to the neceſſities of nature, it is cleanly 

to the laſt degree. Its fur alſo is uſually fleck. 

and glofly; and, for this reaſon, the hair is 
eaſily electrified, ſending. N ſhining e 


7 


if rubbed in the dark. 
The wild cat breeds with the ks; a 


therefore, the latter may be conſidered 8 as 
a variety of the former: however, they differ 


in ſome particulars; the cat, in its ſavage ſtate, 


is ſomewhat larger than the houſe-cat; and its“ 
fur being longer, gives it a greater appearance 
than it really has; its head is bigger, and face 


flatter; the teeth arid claws much more formi- 
dable; its muſcles very ſtrong, as being formed 


for rapine; the tail is of a moderate length, 


but very thick and flat, marked with alternate 
bars of black and white, the end always black; 
the hips, and hind part of the lower jointsof the 
leg, are always black; the fur is very ſoft. and 
fine: the general colour of theſe animals, in 
England, is a otro ge white, mixed with a 

173.997" 30516 Bol Zoology. 
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deep grey. Theſe colours, — 
at firſt fight confuſedly blended together, yet, 
on a cloſe inſpection, will be found to be 
Adiſpoſed like the fireaks on the {kin of the tiger, 
pointing from the back downwards, riſing from 
a black liſt, that runs from the head, along 
the middle of the back; to the tail. This animal 
is found in our larger woods; and is the moſt 
deſtructive of the carnivorous kinds in this 


kingdom. It inhabits the moſt moumtainous and 


woody parts of theſe iſlands, living moſtly in 
trees, and feeding only by night. It often 
happens, that the females of the tame kind go 
into the woods to ſeek mates among the wild 


ones. It fhould feem, that theſe, however, 


are not original inhabitants of this: Kingdom, 
but were introduced firſt in a domeſtie ſtate, 
and afterwards became wild inthe woods, by ill 
ufage or neglect. Certain it is, the cat was an 
animal much higher in eſteem among our 
anceſtors than it is at preſent. By the la ws of 
Howel, the price of a kitten, before it could 
fee, was to be a penny; till it caught a mouſe, 
two pence; and, when it commenced mouſer, 
four penee: it was required, beſides, that it 
mould be perfect in its ſenſes of hearing and 
feeing,” be a od bathe have the claws whole, 
and be a ST a An 3 in any of 
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a the ſeller was th! * the 


buyer ther rhird part of its Value. IE any one 
ſtole of Killed the cat that guafdedt the ptirice's 


anary, he was to forfeit à mfcli tive, its fierce 
and lamb, or as müch Wheat as, when potted 


on the cat, ſüfpended hy the tail, (the heud 


touchinz tlie Hor) would" förmt an heap high 
enough te cover the tip of the former. "Fink | 
hetice we Tiſcover, beſidds à picture of the 


plicity of ths times, 4 kreng üczütnent that 


cats were not nuttirally bred in our foreſts. An | 
animal that 'toutd be 10 ealily taken, could 


never have been tated ſo highly; and the pre- 
cautions laid gowtt t6 improve the breed, would 


hive beeh füperfluous, ift à crehtute that toulti- 


plies to fuch an amaring degree,” 10% B ef 


411 dur climate, we kncw but 5 an ike 


bf the Wild! Cat; a Wo! he accoun 
— & Teath? tit there tits bur yery 


diffetences in His quilfropede” in "dll —5 of 


thei World. Tue greuteſt differenge, ihdeed. 
between the wild and the tame tat; id Harker to 


de found internally chan in their outward form, 


Or alk ollie quiiliripedes, te WIKI Ent i, per. 
haps} char Het inteflites ate ptoportiBiably 


the ſthalle# and tlie ſhörteft. Phe Ihteſtints 
of the ſheep, for HiRtarce,” tthravefled but; and 


meaſured-ateviting to their Keiigthy wur be 
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found to be above thirty times che nnd of it its 


body; whereas, the wild cat's. inteſtines, being 


meaſured out, will not be found above three 
times the length of its body. This 3 is a fererjfng 


difference; but. we may account for it, fr 
the nature of the food i in the two animals; ho 


one living upon vegetables, which; requires a 


longer, and a more tedious preparation, before | 


they can become a part of its body; the other, 


living upon fleſb, which requires very little 


1 alteration, in order o be aſlimilated into the 

F ſubſtance | of the creature that fee ds upon it. 55 
one, therefore, wanted a long canal for th 
pro erly digeſting. and ſtraining ins food; che 

other, but A mort one, as, the tood is already 
dae to paſs. the uſual. ſecretions: : however, 
a difficulty Kill remains behind; the inteſtines 
0 of the wild. cat arg, by one. third, ſhorter than 
tho ſe of the tame, „Hop, cau 1 We. à count for 
419 b If we fay that, the domeſtic cat, hving 


the 


upon more. nouriſhing. and more plentiful pro · 


viſion, has its inteſtines enlarged to the quanyty 
with Which it is ſupplied, we {hall find. this 
e eee in the v lld boar and 
Wolf, Wboſe inteltines. Fre a8 long as thoſe 

of, the. hog, jor the dog, and yet hey dead A 


ſavage like, and, like the wild. cat, are fed by : 


| Precarious een. The W there- 
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Gre,” of the wild cat's inteſtines, is ſtill un- 
accounted for; and moſt naturaliſts conſider 
the difficulty as inextricable. We muſt leave 


it, therefore, as one of thoſe difficulties which 


fature obſervation or accident are N e | 
to diſcover.?? “ . : 


This animal is one of thoſs few which are 


common to the new continent, as well as the 


old. When Chriſtopher Columbus firſt diſ- 
covered that country, an hunter brought him 


ene, which he had diſcovered in the w ood $, 


which was of the ordinary ſize, the tail very long 
and thick. They were common alſo in Peru, 


although they were not rendered domeſtic. 


They: are well known alſo in ſeveral parts of 


Africa, and many parts of Aſia. In ſome of 


theſe countries they are of a peculiar colour, 


and inclining to blue. In Perſia, Pietro della 
Valle informs us, that there is a kind of cat, 


particularly in the province of Chorazan, of 
the figure and form of the ordinary one, but 
infinitely more beautiful in the luſtre and colour 
of its ſkin. It is of a grey blue, without mix- 


ture, and is ſoft and ſhining as ſilk. The tail 


is very long, and covered with hair ſix inches 
long, which the animal throws upon its back, 
like the ſquirrel. Theſe cats are well known 


in France; ; and have been brought over into, 
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| England, under the name of the due ca, which, 
however, is not their colout. . 1 
Another variety of this animal is called by WH 
us the lion cat; or, as others more properly 
term it, the cat of Angora, Theſe are larger 
. than the common'cat, and even than the wild 
one. Their hair is much longer, and hüngs 
about their head and neck, giving this ereature 
the appearance of a lion. Some of theſe are 
white, and others of a dun colour. . Theſe | 
come from Syria and Perſia, two countries 
which are noted for giving a long ſoft hair to 
the animals. which are. bred th them. The 
ſheep, the goats, the dogs; and the rabbits of 
Syria, are all remarkable for the fine gloſſy 


ticularly the cat, whoſe natute ſeems to be ſo 
inftexible, conforms to the nature of the climate 
and ſoil, loſes its favage colour, which it pre- 
ſerves almoſt in every other part of the world, 
and aſſumes the moſt beautiful appearance. 
There are ſomè other varieties in this animal, 
but rather in colour than in form; and, in ge- 
neral, it may be remarked, that the cat, when 
cCatried into other countries, alters but very 
little, ſtill preſerving its natural nee bas 
bits, n eee E | 
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4a influance of climate W ee is 
eee is found to ſubſiſt in all parts 
of the darth, as well under the frozen poles, 


che climate may be confidered as congenial, 
andi a kind of ſecond nature. They almoſt all 
hae their particular latitudes, beyond which 


they ave unahle tp ſubſiſt; eitlier periſſiing with - 


a mmoderatecold; or dying for want of a frozen 
air, cheẽ n in a temperate: climate. The rein- 
Acer is never ſeen to depart from the. icy fields 
e che north; and, an the. contrary, the lion 
degenerates, when taken from beneath the line. 
The whole earth is the native country of man; 
but ali inferior aftimals, eee * on 
Fannie difeids,: Set a, bob 
Moſt terreſtrial animals are 2 N e 
Aachen, and ſtronger, in the warm than in the 
_ cold or temperate blimites. They are alſo 
more courageous and enterpriſing; all their 
diſpoſiti ons ſeeming to partake bf the ardour 
ers eee * en ROY under 


Gan 
. This deleri 22 is ally m Mr. Buffon: : 
boch ue 4s are are added =; othe er 1 N marked wich 


as deniesth! the torrid zone: but in animals, 
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the burning ſun of Africa, is, of all others, 
the moſt terrible, the moſt undaunted. The 
wolf or the dog, inſtead of attempting to rival 
him, ſearre deſerve to attend his motions, or 
become his providers. Such, however, of theſe 
animals, as are bred in a more temperate 
climate; or towards the tops of cold and 
lofty mountains; are far more gentle, or, to 
fpeak more properly, far lefs dangerous than 
thoſe bred in the torrid vallies beneath. The 
lions of Mount Atlas, the tops of * are 
covered in eternal ſnows, have neither the 
ſtrength nor the- ferocity of the lions of Bildul- 7 
gerid or Zaara, where” the Plains are are covered 
with burning: fands.: It is particular in theſe 
 friglitful deſerts, tbat thoſe enormous and ter- 
rible beaſts are found, that ſeem to be the ſcourge 
and the terror of the neighbouring kingdoms. 
Happily, indeed, the fpecies. is not very nu · 
merous; and it fees to be diminiſhing daily; 
for thoſe who have travelled through theſe 
Eountries; aſſure us, that there are hy no meam 
1 many there at preſent, as were known for- 
metly;. and Mr. -Shawobſerves; -that the Romans 
carried fifty times as many lions frem Lybia, 
in one Neur. to r in their ampitheatres, 
| | nd in the Whole country at this 


time. The "fame 1 remark 18 made with regard 
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to Turkey, to Perſia, and the Indies; where 
the lions are found to diminiſh in their numbers 
every day. Not is it difficult to aſſign the 


cauſt of this diminution: it is obvious that it 


cannot be owing to the increaſe of the force of 


other quadrupedes, ſince they are all inferior 


to the Hon, and, conſequently, Inſtead of leſ- 


ſening tue number, only tend to increaſe the 
ſupplies on which they fubfiſt; it muſt, there. 


fore, be oecafioned by the icreuße of mankind, 


who is the only animal in Nature capable of 


making head againſt theſe tyrants of the foreft, 


and preventing their increaſe. The arms even 


of an Hottentot or a Negtoe make them more 


than à match for this powerful creature; and 
they ſeldom' make the attack, without coming 
off vitorious. Their uſual manner is to find 
out his retreat; and with ſpears headed with 
iron, to provoke him to the combat: four men 


are conſidered as ſufficient for this encounter; 


and he againſt whom the lion flies, receives him 
upon his ſpear, while the others attack him 


behind; the lion, finding himſelf wounded in 


the rear, turns that away, and thus gives the 
man he firſt attacked, an opportunity to recover 
In this manner they attack him on all ſides; 


until, at laſt, they entirely diſable, and then 


diſpatch him: This ſuperiority in the * 
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N ANIMALS oF THE. 
and the arts of man, that are fufficiept.to' con- 


quer the lion, ſerve alſo to enervate and dif... 


courage him; for he is brave. only in prop 


to the ſucces of his farmer encounters. - In the 


vaſt deferts of Laara, in the burning ſands that 


lee between Mauritania and Negroland, in the 
uniphabited countries that lie to the north of 


Cafraria, and, in general, in all the deſerts of 


Africa, where man has not fixed his habita · 


tion. the lions are found in great numbers, and 
preſerve their natural courage and force, Ac- 


ceuſtomed to meaſure their ſtrength with every 


animal they meet, the habit of conquering ren» 


ders them intrepid and terrible. Having never 


experienced the dangerous arts. and cam | 
tions of man, they have 80 apprehenſions from 
his power. They boldly: face him, and ſeem 


io brave the force of his arms, Wounds rather 


ferve to provoke their rage than repreſs their 


ardour. They are not daunted even with the 


oppoſition of numbers; a ſingle lion af the de- 
ſert often attacks an entire caravan; and, after 
an obſtinate combat, when. he finds himſelf 


- overpowered, inſtead of flying, he continues 
to combat, retreating, and ſtill facing the enemy 
till he dies. On the contrary, the lions which 


inhabit the peopled countries of Morocco or 


India, having become acquainted with human 
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power, and a man's FOES EE have 
loft all thats courage, ſo as to be ſcared away 
with a ſhont; and ſeidom attack any but the 
unrefifting floeks or herds, which even nn 
and children are ſufficient to protect. 

This alteration in the lion's Ji@oftion ſuf⸗ 
fciently ſhews-that be might eaſily be tamed, 
and admit of à certain degree af eduea- 
tion. In fact, nathing is more common 
than for the keepets of wild beaſts to play with 
this animal, to pull out his tongue, and eren 
to chaſtiſe him without a cauſe. He ſeems to 
bear it all with the utmoſt compoſure; and 5 
we very xarely have inſtances of his reveng - 
ing . theſe unprovoked ſallies of impertinent 
cruelty}... However, when bis anger is at laſt 
excited, the conſequences, are terrible, Labat 
tells us of a gentleman who kept a lion in 
his chamber, and employed a ſervant to at- 
tend its who, as Ig utual, mixed his blows 


with careſſes. his jl-judged aſſociation con- 
tinued for ſome time; till one morning the 
gentleman was awakened by a noiſe in, his 
room, which, at firſt, he 1 not tell the 
cauſe, of; but, drawing the curtains, he per- 
ceived an horrid ſpectacle; the lion growling 
over the man's head, which . be had ſepa- 
e the war. and Wala d the 
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non ke immediately, tbeirhole. Ane, into 
the next room, called to the people with. 
out, and had the animal ſetured from doing | 
further miſchief” However; "this Mingle ac⸗ 
count is not ſufficient to weigh againſt the many 
inſtauces we every day ſee of this creature's 
gentleneſs and ſubmiſſion. He is often bred 
up with other domeſtic animals, and is ſeen to 
play innocently and familiarly among them; 
and; if it ever happens that his natural ferocity 
returns, it is ſeldom exerted againſt his bene- 
factors. As his paſſions are ſtrong, and his 
appetites vehement, one ought not to preſume 
that the impreſſions of education will always 
prevail; ſo: that it would be dangerous in 
ſach circumſtances to ſuffer him to remain too 
long without food, or to perſiſt in irritating and 
abufing him: however, numberleſs accounts 
aſſure us that his anger is noble; his courage 
magranimons, and his diſpoſition. grateful. 
He has been often {een to deſpiſe contemiptible 
etiemies, and pardon tlieir inſults when it was 
in his power to puniſh them: He has been ſeen 
to ſpare the lives of ſuch as were thrown to be 
devbured by him, to live peateadly” with them, 
to afford them a part of his ſubſiſterice, and 
ſometimes to want food himſelf rather than de- 
prive them of that life which his generoſity 
bed Toes. 
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It 970 be ſaid that the lion in not cruel; 
ſince he is ſo only from neceſſity, and never kills 
more than he conſumes. When ſatiated, he 
is perfectly gentle; while the tiger, the wolf, 
and all the inferior kinds, ſuch: as the fox, the 


pole-cat, and the: ferret, kill without remorſe, 


are fierce without cauſe, and, by their indiſ- 


criminate ſlaughter, ſeem rather to OE Quake 
mien than their hunger. 
The outward form of the lion ne: to 


ſpeak his internal generoſity. His figure 
18 ſtriking, his look confident and bold, his 


gait Proud, and his voice terrible. His ſta⸗ 


ture is not overgrown, like that of the ele- 
phant, or rhinoceros; nor his ſhape clumſy; 


like that of the hippopotamos, or the ox. It 
is compact, well proportioned, and ſizeable; 


a perfect model of ſtrength joined with agility. 


It is muſcular and bold, neither charged with 


fat nor unneceſſary fleſh,, It is ſufficient but to 
ſee him in order to be aſſured of his ſuperior 
force. His large head ſurrounded with a dread- 

ful mane; all thoſe: muſcles that appear under 
the ſkin ſwelling with the ſlighteſt exertions; 


and the great breadth. of his paws, with the 


thickneſs of his limbs, plainly evince that no 
other animal in the foreſt is capable of oppo- 


ſing him. He has a very broad face that, as 


one: have imagined, reſembles the human. It 
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420 ANIM AIS Dy mY 
is ſurrounded with very long hair, which gives 


it a very majeſtic air. The top of the head, 


the temples, the cheeks, the under jaw, the 
neck, the breaſt, the ſhoulder, the hinder part 
of the legs, and the belly, are furniſmed with 


it, while all the reſt of the bady is covered with 


very ſhort hair, of a tawny colour. The 
length of the hair in many parts, and the ſhort» 


neſs of it in others, ſerves a good deal to dif. 


guiſe this animal's real figure. The breaſt, for 
inſtance, appears very broad, but in reality it is as 
narrow and contracted in proportion as that of 
the generality of dogs and horſes; For the ſame 
enſon, the tail ſeems to be of an equal thickneſs 

from one end to the other, on account of the 
inequality of the hair with which it is encom- 
. paſſed; it being ſhorter near the inſertion where 
| the fleſh and bones are large, and growing 


longer in proportion as its real thickneſs leſſens 


towards the point, where it ends in a tuft. 


The hair about the neck and the breaft is not dif- 


ferent from that on che reſt of the body, except 
in the length of it; nor is each hair pointed as 
in moſt other animals, but of an equal thick- 
nefs from one end to the other. The neck is 
very firong, but not compoſed: of one folid 
bone, as Ariſtotle has imagined; en the con- 
trary, though very ſhort and muſeular, it has 


* many bones as "the vamel or the horſe; for 


eg 

d, it is univerſal to all quadrupedes to have ſeveſt 

'e joints in the neck; and not one of them have 
either more or leſs. However, the muſcles in 
h in the neck of the lion, that tye the bones toge- | 
h ther, are extremely ſtrong, and have ſome- 

© what the appearance of bones; ' {6 that ancient 


miſtaken the whole for a ſingle bone. The 
tongue is rough and beſet with prickles as hard 


backwards; fo that it is probable # lion, if it 
ſhould attempt to lick a man's hand, as we are 
told it ſometimes does, would tear off the fk in. 
The eyes are always bright and fiery; nor 
even in death does this terrible look forfake 
mem. In. ſhort, the ſtructure of the paws, 
teeth, eyes, arid tongue, are the ſame as in a 
eat; and alſo ih the in ward parts tliefe two ani- 
mals ſo nearly reſemble each other, chat the 
anatotmiſt's chief digin ion e e, from 
the ſize ?: 


mane, Which grows every year longer as the 
animal grows older: the lionefs is without this 


ornament at evety age. This mane is not ebafſe 


fanis hair with the reſt of the body, ee 


ing 
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authors, who have treated of this animal, have 


as a cat's claws; theſe have the grain turned 


Thy Bo has as was dblerved before; lh 


or roagh as in an horſe, but compoſed of "the 
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and ſhining. The mane, as well as the reſt of 
the body, is of a yellow colour; nor is there 


ever any differenee to be found in the colour 
of one lion from that of another. What the 
ancients might have ſaid concerning black 


lions, or white, or ſtreaked like the tiger, is 


not confirmed by modern experience; ſo that 
theſe varieties have never Pan dere or Ren 


no longer.. 1 7 

It is uſuall) ſuppoſed t 100 thy lion is not WC: 
| fled of the ſenſe of ſmelling: in ſuch perfec- 
tion as moſt other animals. It is alſo obſerved, 


that too ſtrong a light greatly incommodes him. 
This is more than probahle from the formation 


of his eyes, which, like thoſe of the cat; ſeem 
fitted for ſeeing beſt in the dark. For this rea- 
ſon, he ſeldom appears in open day, but ra- 
vages chiefly by night; and not only the lion, 
but all other animals of the cat kind, are kept 
off by the fires which the inhabitants light to 


preſerye their herds and flocks; the brightneſs 
of the flame dazzles their eyes, which are only 


fitted for ſeeing in the dark; and they are 
afraid to venture blindly into thoſe places which 
they know to be filled with their enemies. 
lt is equally; true of all this kind, that they 
hunt rather by the ſight than the ſmell; and it 
deres happens that the lion purſues either 


%. 
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the jackall e i wild: dog, while they are 
hunting upon the ſcent; and, when they have | 
run the beaſt down, he comes in and monopo- 
lizes the ſpoik, From hence, probably, may 
have axiſen the ſtory, of the lion's provider: 
theſe little induſtrious animals may often, it is 
true, provide a; feaſt. for the lion; but they 
have hunted merely for themſelves, and he is 
an eee Faber des upon the rujts; eee 
toil. „ , aik 7 
The Kon. nr x3 Powe boldly ticks: all 
animals. that come in his way; but, as he is 
very formidable, and as they all ſeek to avoid 
him, he is often obliged to hide, in order to 
tabe them by ſurprize. For this purpoſe he 
erouches on his belly, in ſome thicket, or among 
the long graſs, which is found in many parts 
of the. foreſt; in this retreat he continues, with 
patient expectationz until his prey comes within 
a proper diſtance, and he then ſprings after it, 
fifteen. or twenty feet from him, and often 
ſeizes it at the firſt. badet If he miſſes the 
effort, and in two or three reiterated ſprings 
cannot ſeize; his preq, he continues motionleſs 
for a time, ſeems to be very ſenſible of his 
r ene, and waits for a more ſucceſſ- 
ul; opportunity. In the deſerts arid foreſts, 
2 moſt aſual prey are the een and 'the N 
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monkeys; with which thetortid'regions abcund, 


The latter he takes when they happen to be 
upon the ground, for he .catinot eliinb trees 
like the dat or the tiger. He devoars's great 
deal at a time, and generally fills himſelf for 
two or three days to come. His teeth are ſo 
ſtrong that he very eaſily breaks the boties; and 
fwallows them with the reſt of the body. It 
is reported: that He ſuſtains Hunger a very long 
time, but thirſt he cannot ſupport in an equal 
degree, his temperament being extremely hot; 


ſome have even aſſerted that hie is in a eontinüal 


fever. He drift as often as he meets with 


Water, lapping it like à eat; Which, as we 
know, drinks but ſlowly. He genskally re- 


quires about fiftcew pound of raw fleſh in a 
day; he prefers that of live' àflintals, aud par- 


neularly thoſe which he has juſt Bled: fle 


ſeldom devours the bodies of ν,jwls wheti they 
begin to putrefy abd he chooſes ratherits hunt 
for freſſi ſpoil than t return fe that Which he 


bad half devonted-before. ' However, though 


be. uſually feeds upon freſh” proviſion, his 


breath: is very e 46 and his wins nf. 


portable. dilaÞ Ney o ee n 8: 
The rearing of che lion is ſo loud, h 
it ie heard in: the-bight; ant re: euhoed by the 


mountains, it refembles diſtant; thunder! This 


| | CAT SIND... „ © 

roar is ih: natural note; for when enraged he 
has a different growl, which is ſhort, broken, 
and reiterated. The roar is a deep hollow 
growl, which he ſends forth ſive or ſix times a 
day, particularly before rains. The cry of 
anger is much louder and more formidable. 

This is always excited by oppoſition; and upon 
thoſe occaſions, when the lion ſummons up all 
his terrors for the combat, nothing can be more 
terrible. He then laſhes his fides with his 
long tail, which alone is ſtrong enough to lay a 
man level. He moves his mane in every direc- 
tion; it ſeems to riſe and ſtand like briftles round 
his head; the ſkin and muſcles of his face are 
all in agitation; his huge eye-brows half cover 


his glaring eye balls; he difcovers his teeth, 
which are formed rather for deſtruction than 


chewing his food; he ſhews his tongue covered 


with points, and extends his claws, which ap- 


pear almoſt as leng as a man's fingers, Pre- 


pared in this manner for war, there are few ani- 


mals that will venture to engage him; and even 
the boldeſt of the human kind are daunted at 
his approach. The elephant, the rhinoceros, 
the tiger, and the hippopotamos, are the only 
animals that are not afraid ingly to make — 
poſition. ä 

Vor. hy Q. 
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_=_— Nevertheleſs, neither the edi nor Ewe 
wild boar, if provoked, will ſhun the combat; 
they do not ſeek the lion to attack, but will 
not fly at his approach; they wait his onſet, 
which he ſeldom makes unleſs campelled by 
hunger; they then exert all their ſtrength, and 
are ſometimes ſucceſsful. We are told of the 
combat of a lion and a wild boar, in a meadow 


near Algiers, which continued for a long tine 


with incredible obſtinacy. At laſt, both were 
ſeen to fall by the wounds they had given each 
other; and the ground all about them was co- 
vered with their blood. Theſe inſtances, how- 
ever, are very rare, for the lion is in general the 
undiſputed maſter of the foreſt. Man is the 
only creature that attacks him with almoſt cer- 
tain ſucceſs; with the aſſiſtance of dogs and 
horſes, which are trained to the purſuit, Theſe 
animals that, in a ſtate of Nature, would have 
fled from the preſence of the lion, in an agony 
.of conſternation, when conſcious of the aſſiſtance 
of man, become purſuers in turn, and boldly 
hunt their natural tyrant. The dogs are al- 
ways of the large breed; and the horſes them- 
ſelves, as Geſner, aſſures us, muſt be of that 
ſort called chareſi, or lion- eyed, all others 
of this kind flying at the fight of the lion, and 
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endeavouring in their . When the 
lion is rouzed, he recedes with a flow proud 
motion; he never goes off directly forward, 
nor meaſures his paces equally, but takes an 


oblique courſe, going from one fide to the 


other, and bounding rather than running · 
When the hunters approach him, they either 
ſhoot or throw their javelins; and in this man- 
ner diſable him before he is attacked by the 
dogs, many of whom he would otherwiſe de- 
ſtroy. He is very vivacious, and is never 
killed at once, but continues to fight deſpe- 
rately even after he has received his mortal 
blow. He is alſo taken by pit-falls; the na- 
tives digging a deep hole in the ground and 
covering it ſlightly over with fticks and earth; | 


a» 


which, however, give way beneath his weight, 


and he ſinks to the bottom, from whenee he 


has no means of eſcape. But the moſt uſual — 
manner of taking this animal is while yet a 


cub, and incapable of reſiſtance. The place 
near the den of the lioneſs is generally well 
known by the greatneſs of her depredations on 


that occaſion; the natives, therefore, watch * 


the time of her abſence, and, aided by a ſwift 
horſe, carry off her cubs; which they ſell to 


ſtrangers, or to the great men of their country.” 
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The lion, while young and ative; his 


hunting in the foreſt, at the greateſt diftance 
from any human habitation; and ſeldom quits 
this retreat while able to ſubſiſt by his natural 
induſtry; but when he beeomes old, and unfit 


for the purpoſes of ſurprize, he boldly comes 
down into places more frequented, attacks the 


flocks and herds that take ſhelter near the ha- 
bitation of the ſhepherd or the huſbandman, | 


and depends rather upon his 'courage than his 
addreſs for ſupport. It is remarkable, however, 


that, when he makes one of | theſe  deſperatg 


fallies, if he finds men and quadrupedes in the 
ſame field, he only attacks the latter, and never 
meddles with men, unleſs they prayoke him 
to engage. It is obſerved that he prefers the 


fleſh of camel to. any other food; he is like. 


wiſe ſaid to be fand of that of young elephants; 
theſe he often attacks hefore their trunk is yet 
grown; and, unleſs the old elephant cames to 


their aſſiſtance, he makes them an eaſy prey. | 


The lien is terrible upon all accalions, but 
particularly at thoſe ſeaſons when he is incited 


by defire, or when the female has brought 


forth. It is then that the lioneſs is ſeep followed 


by eight or ten wales, who fight moſt. bloody 
battles among each other, till one of them be. 
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— She is ſaid 


to bring forth in ſpring, and to produce but 
a once a. your. - With reſpe& to the time of 


naturaliſts have been divided, ſome 
aſſerting that the lioneſs went with young fix 


bf their growth and their age have hitherto 


been left it: obſcurity ; ſome afſerting that they 
acquired their full growth in three years, | and 
others that they required a longer period to 


come to perfection; ſome ſaying (and among 
this number is Mr. Buffon) that they lived to 
but twenty, or twenty. two years at moſt; others 
making their lives even of ſhorter duration. 


All tliefe doubts are now reduced to certainty; 


for we have had ſeveral of theſe animals bred 
ia the Tower; ſo that the manner of their co- 
pulation, the time of their geſtation, the num- 


der they bring forth; and the time they take 
to come to perfection, are all pretty well 
known. Although the lion emits his urine 


backwards, yet he couples in the ordinary man- 


ner; and, as was ſaid before, his internal ſtrue- 


eat. The lioneſs, however, is upon theſe oc- 


eafions particularly fierce, and often wounds the 


lion in a terrible mannet. She goes with young, 
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ns I am aſſured by her keeper, no more thary 


five months; the young ones, which are never 
more than two in number when brought forth, 


are about the fize of a large pug dog, harmleſs, 
pretty, and playful; they continue the teat for 


twelve months, and the animal is more than ſive 
Fears in coming to perfection. As to its age, 
from its impriſoned ſtate, we can have no cer- 
fainty; ſince it. is very probable, that, being 


deprived of its natural climate, food, and ex- 


erciſe, its life muſt be very mueh abridged, 


However, naturaliſts have hitherto been greatly 
miſtaken as to the length of its exiſtence. The 


great he- lien, called Pompey, which died in 
the year 1760, was known to have been in the 


Tower for above ſeventy years; and one lately 


died there, which was brought from the river 
Gambia, that died above ſixty-three. The 
hon, therefore, is a very long-lived animal; 
and, very probably, in his native foreſts, his 
age exceeds even that of man himſelf. 188 


In this animal; all the paſſions, even of the 


moſt gentle kind, are in exceſs, but particu- 


larly the attachment of the female to her young. 
The lioneſs, though naturally leſs ſtrong, leſs 


eourageous, and leſs miſchĩe vous than the lion 
becomes terrible when ſhe has got young ones 


2 * 2 
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to provide for: She then makes her incurſions 
with even more intrepidity than the lion him- 
ſelf; ſhe throws herſelf indiſcriminately among 


ſtinction; loads herſelf with the ſpoil; and 
brings it home reeking to her cubs; whom ſhe 
accuſtoms betimes to- cruelty and ſlaughter. 
She uſually brings forth in the moſt retired and 
inacceſſible places; and when ſhe fears to have 
her retreat diſcovered, often hides her tracks; 
by running back her ground, or by bruſhing 


them out with her tail. She ſometimes alſo, 


when her apprehenfions are great, tranfports 
them from one place to another; and, if ob- 
ſtructed, defends them with determined « cou- 
rage, and fights to the laſt. 


The lion is chiefly an inhabitant of the totrid 
zone; and, as was ſaid, is always moſt for- 
midable there: nevertheleſs, he can ſubſiſt in 
more temperate climates; and there was a time 


when even the ſouthern parts of Europe were 
infeſted by him. At preſent, he is only found 


in Africa and the Eaſt-Indies; in ſome of which 


countries he grows to an enormous height. 
The lion of Bildulgerid is ſaid to be nearly five 
feet high, and between nine and ten feet from 
the tip of the noſe to the inſertion of the tail; 
es 8 
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as I am aſſured by her keeper, no more thary | 


five months; the young ones, which are never 
more than two in number when brought forth, 


are about the fize of a large pug dog, harmleſs, 
pretty, and playful; they continue the teat for 


twelve months, and the animal is more than five 


1 years in coming to perfection. As to its age, 
from its impriſoned ſtate, we can have no cer- 


tainty; ſince it is very probable, that, being 


deprived: of its natural climate, food, and ex- 


erciſe, its life muſt be very mueh abridged, 


However, naturaliſts have hitherto been greatly - 
miſtaken as tothe length of its exiſtence. The 


great he- lien, called Pompey, which died in 
the year 1760, was known to have been in the 


Tower for above ſeventy years; and one lately 


died there, which was brought from the river 
Gambia, that died above ſixty- three. The 
Hon, therefore, is a very long-lived animal; 
and, very probably, in his native foreſts, his 
age exceeds even that of man himſelf. . 

In this animal, all the paſſions, even of the 
moſt gentle kind, are in exceſs, but particu- 


larly the attachment of the female to her young. 
The lioneſs, though naturally leſs ſtrong, leſs 


courageous; and leſs mifchievous than the Hom 
becomes terrible when ſhe has got young ones 
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to provide: for. She then makes her incurſions 
with even more intrepidity than the lion him- 
ſelf; ſhe throws herſelf indifcriminately among 
men and other animals; deſtroys without di- 
ſtinction; loads herſelf with the ſpoil, and 
brings it home reeking to her cubs; whom ſhe 
accuſtoms betimes to cruelty ys ſlaughter: 
She uſually brings forth in the moſt retired and 
inacceſſible places; and when ſhe fears to have 
her retreat diſcovered, often hides her tracks, 
by running back her ground, or by bruſhing 
them out with her tail. She ſometimes alſo, 
when her apprehenfions are great, tranſports 
them from one place to another; and, if ob- 
ſtructed, defends them wien determined cou 
rage, and fights to'the laſt. . 

The lion is chiefly an inhabitant of the totrid 
zone; and, as was ſaid, is always moſt for- 
midable there: nevertheleſs, he can fubſiſt in 
more temperate climates; and there was a time 
when even the ſouthern parts of Europe were 
infeſted by him. At preſent, he is only found 
in Africa and the Eaſt-Indies; in ſome of which 
countries he grows to an enormous height. 
The lion of Bildulgerid is ſaid to be nearly five 
feet high, and between nine and ten feet from 
the tip of the noſe to the inſertion of the tail; 
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We have in the Tower, at preſent, one of 
above four feet high, that was brought front 
Morocco, which. is the largeſt. that, for ſome 
time paſt has been ſeen in Europe. The or. 
dinary ſize is between three and four feet; the 
female being in all her dimenſions about one 
third leſs than the male. There are no. lions | 
in America; the Puma, which has received the 
name of the American lion, is when: compared, 
à very contemptible animal, he ving neither the 
ſhape; the fize, nor the mane of the lion; being 
known to be exremely eowardly, to climb trees 
_ for its prey, to; ſuhſiſt rather by its cunning, 
than its courage, and to be inferior even to. the: 
animal that goes hy the name of the American 
tiger. We ought not,. therefore, to confound: 
this little treacherous ereature with the lion, 
which all the ancients: have ooncurred in deno- 
minating the king of beg/ts,. and which they 
have deſcribed- as brave and mereiful. In- 
deed, the numerous: accounts which: they have 
given us of this animal's generoſity and tender - 
neſs, ſhew that there muſt be ſome foundation: 
for the general belief of its good qualities; for 
mankind ſeldom err when they are all found to 
unite in the ſame ſtory. However, perhaps, 
the caution of Axiſtophanes, the comic poet. 
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18 better followed in practice, who adviſes us 


to have nothing to do with this creature, but to 


Jt cho looks Cacklb fue eee, 5 


THE TIGER. 


« THE ancients had a fayiog, That as the 
peacock is the moſt beautiful among birds, ſo is the 
figer among quadrupedesÞ+. In fact, no quadru- 
pede can be more beautiful than this animal ; 
the gloſſy ſmoothneſs of his hair, which lies 
much ſmoother, and ſhines with greater bright- 
neſs than even that of the leopard; the extreme 
blackneſs of the ſtreaks with "wich he is 
marked, and the bright yellow colour of the 
ground which they diverſify, at once ſtrike the 


beholder. To this beauty of colouring is added 


an extremely elegant form, much larger indeed 
than that of the leopard, but more ſlender, - 
more delicate, and beſpeaking the moſt ex- 


treme ſwiftnefs and agility, Unhappily, how- 
ever, this animaPs diſpoſition is as miſchievous 


as its form is admirable, as if Providence was 
willing to ſhew the ſmall value of beauty, by 
hel wing it on the moſt noxious of quadru- 
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= TTantem autem preſtat pulchritudine tygris inter alis 


- faras N inter rolucres pavo. 
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pedes. We have, at preſent, one of theſe anis 


mals in the Tower, which to the view appears 


the moſt good-natured and harmleſs creature in 
the world; its phyſiognomy is far from fierce 


or angry; it has not the cominanding ſtern 
countenance of the lion, but a gentle placid air; 
yet for all this it is fierce and ſavage beyond 
meaſure ; neither correction can terrify i it, nor 
Indulgerice can tame.“ 

The chief and moſt . diſtinction in 
the tiger, and in which it differs from all others 
of the mottled kind, is in the ſhape of its co- 
lours, which run in ſtreaks or bands in the ſame 
direction as his ribs, from the back down to the 
belly. The leopard, the panther, and the 
ounce, are all partly covered like this animal, 
but with this difference, that their colours are 
broken in ſpots all over the body; whereas in 
the tiger they ſtreteh lengthwiſe, and there is 
ſcarce a round ſpot to be found on his ſkin, 


Beſides this, there are other obſeryable diftinc- 


tions: The tiger is much larger, and often 
found bigger even than tlie lion himſelf; it is 
much ſlenderer alſo in proportion to its ſize; 
its legs ſhorter, and its neck and body longer. 
In ſhort, of all other animals, it moſt reſembles 
the cat in ſhape; and, if we conceive the latter 


cr KIND | | fg 


mites to a very great degree, v we ſhall have | : 


a tolerable idea of the former. - * . 
In éelaſſing carnivorous animals, we may 


place the lion foremoſt &; and immediately 


after him follows the tiger, which ſeems to par- 
take of all the noxious qualities of the lion, 
without ſharing any of his good ones. To pride, 
courage, and ſtrength, the lion joins greatneſs, 
clemency, and generoſity; but the tiger is 


fierce without provocation, and cruel without 
neceflity.. The lion ſeldom ravages except 
when excited by hunger; the tiger, on the con- 
trary, though glutted with ſlaughter, is not ſa- 


tisfied, ſtill continues the carnage, and ſeems 
to have its courage only inflamed by not find- 


ing reſiſtance. In falling in among a flock or 
an herd, it gives no quarter, but levels all with 


indiſcriminate cruelty, and ſcarce finds time to 
appeaſe its: appetite while intent upon ſatisfying 


the malignity of its nature. It thus becomes 


the ſcourge of the country where it is found; 


it fears neither the threats nor the oppoſition of 
mankind; the beaſts, both wild and tame, fall 
equally a ſacrifice to its inſatiable fury; the 
f young elephant and ts kino eren become 


. 
Buffon, Except where marked with commas. 7 
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| equally its prey, and it not unfrquemly vel 
| tures to attack the lion himſelf. 


_ Happily for the reſt of eats, Silt tink. 

| mal is not common, and that the ſpecies is chiefly dar 
confined to the warmeſt provinces of the Eaſt, I 
The tiger is found in Malabar; in Slam, in Ben- mal 
gal, and in all the countries which are in- niat 
habited by the elephant or the chinoceros. Some to | 
even pretend that it has à friendſhip for, and it e 
often accompanies . the latter, in order to devour alot 

its excrements; which ſerve it as a purge. Be mot 
this as it will, there is no doubt but that they loa 
are often ſeen together at the fides of lakes and of i 

| rivers; where they are probably both compelled of t 
to go by the thirſt which 1 in that torrid climate fide 
they muff very often endure. It is likely enough on 

- alſo that they ſeldom make war upon each ſize 
other, the rhinoceros being a peaceable animal, othe 
ard the tiger knowing its ſtrength too well to that 
venture the engagement. It is ſtill more likely rece 
that the tiger finds this a very convenient ſitua- deſe 
tion, ſince it can there fſurpriue à greater num · beer 
ber of animals, which are compelled thithet tige 
from the ſame motives. In fac, it is generally 1 $ 

| known to lurk near fach places where it has this 
an opportunity of chooſing its prey, or rater have 
of multiplying its maſſacres, "ae it has fo tt 
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killed one it often goes to deſtroy others, ſwal- 


lowing their blood at large draughts, and ſeem- 


ing rather glutted than ſatiated with its abun-- 


dane. 


However, when it has killed a large ani. 
mal, ſuch as an horſe, or a buffalo, it imme. 
niately begins to devour it on the ſpot, fearing 


to be difturbed; In order to feaſt at his eaſe, 
it carries off its prey to the foreſt, dragging it 


along with ſuch eaſe, that the ſwiftneſs of its 
motion ſeems ſcarce retarded hy the enormous 


load it ſuſtaing.' From this alone we may judge 
of its ſtrength; but to have a more juſt idea 


of this particular, let us ſtop a moment to con- 
fider the dimenſions of this moſt” formidable 
_ creature. Some travellers have compared it for 
ſize to an horſe, and others to a-buftalo, while 

others have eontented themſelves with ſaying 


that it is much larger than a lion. We have 
recent accounts of this animal's magnitude that 


deſerve the utmoſt confidence. Mr. Buffon has 


been aſſured by ons af his friends that he ſaw a 
tiger in the Eaſt- Indies, of fifteen feet long. 


* Suppofing that he means including the tail, 
this animal, allowing four feet for that, muſt 


have been eleven feet from the tip of the noſe 
to the inſertion of the tail. Indeed, that which 
is now in the Tower is not ſo large, being as 
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well as 1 lc meaſure, fix feet from the tip 


to the inſertion, and the tail was three feet more. 


are irregular and deſultory; it bounds rather 
than runs; and, like them, rather chooſes to 
take its prey by ſurprize, than to be at the 


trouble of hunting it down.“ How large a 


leap it can take at once we may eaſily judge, 
by comparing what it might do to what we ſee 
ſo ſmall an animal as the cat actually perform. 
The cat can leap ſeveral feet at a bound; and 
the tiger, who is ten times as long, can no Wenn 
ſpring proportionably. ie 

The tiger is the Pd * 4 55 dock 


ſeems untameable. Neither torce nor con- 


ſtraint, neither violence nor flattery, can pre- 
vail in the leaſt on its ſtubborn nature. The 


careſſes of the keeper have no influence on their 


heart of- i iron; and time, inſtead of molifying 
its diſpoſition, only ſerves to increaſe its fierce- 
neſs and malignity. The tiger ſnaps at the 


hand that feeds it as well as that by which it 


is chaſtiſed; every object ſeems conſidered only 


as its proper prey, which it devours with a look; 
and, although confined by bars and chains, ſtill 


makes fruitleſs efforts, as if to ſhew its malig · 
nity when incapable of exerting its force. 
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p To give a ſtill more complete idea of the 
Wo ſtrength of this terrible creature, we ſhall quote 
8 a paſſage from Father Tachard, who was an 
* eye-witneſs of a combat between a tiger and 
0 three elephants at Siam. For this purpoſe, the 
king ordered a lofty paliſade to be built of 


bs was not at firſt let looſe, but held with cords, 


* 
(| 

+33 
[1 

1 

7 
1 

4 
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e 9 
4 bambou cane, about an hundred feet ſquare; - | 
e, and in the midſt of this were three elephants JF 
«- appointed for combating the tiger. Their heads 4 
n. and a part of their trunk was covered with a F 
4 kind of armour, like a maſk, which defended | * 
dt that part from the aſſaults of the fierce animal 1 
4 with which they were to engage. As ſoon, ſays 1 
it this author, as we were arrived at the place, a q 
15 tiger was brought forth from its den, of a ſize [ 

* much larger than we had ever ſeen before. It { j 


ür ſo that one of the elephants approaching, gave | * 
1g it three or four terrible blows, with its trunk g [ 
_ on the back, with ſuch force, that the tiger was '* 
he for ſome time ſtunned, and lay without motion, 1 
it as if it had been dead. However, as ſoon as it f 
ly was let looſe, and at full liberty, although the 

k; firſt blows had greatly-abated its fury, it made 

ill at the elephant with a loud ſhriek, and aimed 

5 at ſeizing his trunk. But the elephant, wrinkling 


up with great dexterity, received the tiger on 
his great teeth, and tolled it up into the air, 


5 
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This ſo diſcouraged the 4 animal, that it 
no more ventured to approach the elephant, 
but made ſeveral circuits round the palliſade, 
often attempting to fly at the ſpectators. Shortly 

* after, three elepbants were ſent againſt it, and 
they continued to ſtrike it ſo terribly-with their 


- trunks, that it once more- lay for dead; and 


they would certainly have killed it, had not 
there been a ſtop put to the combat. 

From this account, we may readily judge of 
the ſtrength of this animal, which, though re- 
Aduced to captivity, and held by cords, though 
firſt diſabled, and ſet alone againſt three, yet 
ventured to continue the engagement, and 
. even that againſt nn covered 4⁴⁴ protected 
from its fu. 

*« Captain. Hamilton informs us, that i in the 
SundahRaijha's dominions there are three ſorts 


of tigers in the woods, and that the ſmalleſt are 
the fierceſt, This is not above two feet high, 
appears to be extremely cunning, and delights 
in human fleſh. The ſecond kind is about 

three feet high, and hunts deer and wild hogs, 


beſides the little animal which has been already 

| deſcribed under the name of the chevrotain 
or Guinea deer. The tiger of the largeſt ſort, 

is above three feet and an half high; but, al- 
_ endowed with greater OY is, * no 

1 


— 


cr e . 


i means; 10 rapacious as either of the former. 
This formidable animal, which is called the 
ral tiger (one of which we have at preſent 

in the Tower) does not ſeem ſo ravenous nor 

ſo dangerous, and is even more cowardly. 

A peaſant in that country, as this traveller in- 

forms us, had a buffalo fallen into a quagmire, 

and, while he went for aſſiſtance, there came a 

larger tiger, that, with its ſingle ſtrength, drew 

forth the animal, which the united force of many 
men could not effect. When the people re- 
turned to the place, the firſt object they beheld 
was the tiger, who had thrown the Buffalo over 
its ſhoulder; as a fox does a gooſe, and was car- 
rying it away, with the feet upward, towards its 
den; however, as ſoon as it ſaw the men, it let 
fall its prey, and inſtantly fled to the woods: 
but it had previouſly killed the buffalo, and 
ſucked its blood; and, no doubt, the people 
were very well ſatisfied with its retreat. It 
may be obſerved, that ſome Eaſt-Indian buf- 

faloes weigh above a thouſand pounds, which 
is twice as heavy as the ordinary run of our 
black cattle; ſo that from hence we may form 

a conception of the enormous ſtrength of this 

rapacious animal, that could thus run off with 

a 3 at _ twice as _ as that of 

itſelf. 
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« Were this animal as common as the 
panther, or even as the lion himſelf, thus fur- 
niſhed as it is with the power to deſtroy, and 
the appetite for ſlaughter, the country would 
be uninhabitable where it reſides. But luckily 
the ſpecies is extremely ſcarce; and has been ſo 
fince. the earlieſt accounts we have had of the 
tiger. About the times of Auguſtus, we 
are aſſured by Pliny *, that when panthers 
were brought to Rome by hundreds, a ſingle 
tiger was conſidered as an extraordinary fight; 
and he tells us, that the emperor Claudius was 
able to procure four only; which ſhews how 
_ difficultly they were procured. The incredible 

fierceneſs of this animal may be, in ſome mea- 
fure, the cauſe of the ſcarcity which was then 
at Rome, fince it was the opinion of Varo, that 
the tiger was never taken alive ꝶ: but its being 
a native only of the Eaſt Indies, and that par- 
ticularly of the warmer regions, it is not to 


be wondered that the e ſhould de ſo 


few.“ 


We may, therefore, Sonder the e of 


the true ſtreaked tiger, as one of the ſcarceſt of 
animals, and much leſs diffuſed than that of the 


lion. As to the number of its e we have 


» Plin. Hiſt. Nat. lib. vii. c. 17 
6 hue on pot, ven Lat. 
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no certain accounts; ; however, it is ſaid, that it 
brings forth four or five at a time. Although 
furious at all times, the female, upon this oc- 
caſion, exceeds her uſual rapacity; and, if her 
young are taken from her, ſhe purſues the 
ſpoiler with incredible rage; he, to ſave a part, 
is contented to loſe a part, and drops one of her 
cubs, with which ſhe immediately returns to her 


den, and again purſues him; he then drops 
another, and by the time ſhe has returned with. 5 
that, he generally eſcapes with the remainder. 


If ſhe loſes her young entirely, ſhe then be- 
comes deſperate, boldly approaches even the 
towns - themſelves, - and commits incredible 
ſlaughter. The tiger expreſſes its reſentment 
in the ſame manner with the lion; it moves the 
muſcles and ſkin of its face, ſhews its teeth, 


and ſhrieks in the moſt frightful manner. Its 


note is very different from that of the lion; 


being rather a ſcream than a roar: and the an- 


cients expreſſed it very well, when they ſaid 
that, tigrides indomitæ rancant rugiunt que leones. 
The ſkin of theſe animals is much eſteemed 


all over the eaſt, particularly in China; the 5 | 


Mandarines cover their ſeats of juftice in the; 
public places. with it, and convert it into co-, 
verings for cuſhions in winter. In Europe, 


theſe ſkins, though but ſeldom to be met with, 
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are of no great value, thoſe of the panther and 


the leopard being held in much greater eſti- 
mation. This is all the little benefit we drive 
from this dreadful animal, of which ſo many 


falſchoods have been reported; as, that its ſweat 


was poiſonous, and the hair of its whiſkers 
more dangerous than an envenomed arrow. 


But the real miſchiefs which the tiger occaſions 
while living are ſufficient, without giving ima- 


ginary ones to the parts of its body when dead. 


In fact, the Indians ſometimes eat its fleſh, and 


ane it neither diſagreeable nor unwholſome. 
There is an animal. of America, which 
is uſually called the red tiger; but Mr. 
Buffon calls it the congar, which, no doubt, 
is very different from the tiger of the eaſt, 
Some, however, have thought proper to rank 


both together: and I will take leave to follow 


their example, merely becauſe the cougar is 
more like a tiger in every thing, except the 
colour, than any other animal I know, having 
the head, the body, and the neck, ſhaped very 
much in the. fame manner. Of theſe ſlight 


differences, words would but give a very faint 
idea; it will be, therefore, ſufficient to obſerve, 


that they are both equally flender, and are 


| ſmaller where the neck joins the head, than 
others of the panther kind. There is one at 


CAT K I'ND. - * 


preſent in he Tower; and it Genes to me, as 


well as I could ſee it through the bars, that 


were it properly ſtreaked and coloured, it 


would in all things reſemble a ſmall tiger. It 


is, however, of a very different colour, being of 


a deep brown, and the tail very long and 


pointed. It is rather darker on the back; un- 


der the chin it is a little whitiſh, as alſo on ne 
lower part of the belly. 

Of all the American animals, this is the n 
formidable and miſchievous; even their pre- 
tended lion not excepted. It is ſaid, there are 


| ſeveral ſorts of them; and, as well as I can re- 


member, I have ſeen one or two here in En- 
gland, both differing from the preſent, in ſize 


and conformation. It is, indeed, a vain endea- 
vour to attempt to deſcribe all the leis obvious 


varieties in the cat kind. If we examine them 


minutely, we ſhall find the differences multiply 
upon us ſo much, that inſtead of an hiſtory, 


we ſhall only be paid with a catalogue of 


diſtinctions. F. rom ſuch of them as I have ſeen, 
within theſe laſt fix years, I think I could 
add two animals of this ſpecies, that have not 


been hitherto deſeribed, and with the names of 


Which he that ſhewed them was utterly unac- 
quainted. But it is a poor ambition, that of 
being eager to find out new diſtinctions, or 
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adding one noxious animal more, to a liſt that 


is already ſufficiently numerous. Were the 
knowing a new variety to open an unknown 
hiſtory, or in the leaſt to extend our knowledge, | 
the enquiry would be then worth purſuing; but 


what fignifies mentioning ſome trifling differ- 


ence, and from thence becoming authors of = 
new name, when the difference might have ori- | 


ginally proceeded either from e ſoil, or 
indiſcriminate copulation? = 
The cougars are extremely common ln! South 


| America, and, where the towns border upon the 


foreft, theſe make frequent incurſions by night 
into the midſt of the ſtreets, carrying off fowls, 


dogs, and other domeſtic creatures. They 
are, however, but weak and contemptible, com- 
pared to the great tiger, being found unable to 


cope with a ſingle man. The Negroes and 


Indians are very dexterous in encountering 


them; ſome, even for the ſake of their 
ſkins, ſeek them in their retreats. The arms in 
this combat, ſeemingly ſo dangerous, are only 


a lance of two or three yards long, made of 


heavy wood, with the point hardened in the 


fire; and a kind of ſeymitar, of about three 


quarters of a yard in length. Thus armed, 


they wait till the tiger makes an aſſault againſt 
the left hand, which holds the launce, and is 
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wrapped up in a Mart cloak of n Some- 
times the animal, aware of the danger, ſeems 
to decline the combat; but then its antagoniſt 
provokes it with a Tight touch of the lance, 
in order, while he is defending himſelf, to 


ſtrike a ſure blow. As ſoon, therefore, as the 
creature feels the lance, it graſps it with one 


of its paws, and with the other ſtrikes at the arm 


which holds it. Then it is that the perſon 


nimbly aims a blow with his ſcymitar, which he 


| kept concealed, with the other hand, and 


hamſtrings the creature, which immediately 


_ draws back enraged, but inſtantly returns to the 


charge. But then, receiving another ſtroke, 
it 1s totally deprived-of the power of motion: 
and the combatant, killing it at his leiſure, 


ſtrips the ſkin, cuts off the head, and returns 


to his companions, diſplaying theſe as the 


_ trophies of his victory. 


9 


This animal, as we are aſſured, is * more 
ſucceſsful againſt the crocodile; and it is the 
only quadrupede in that part of the world, that 
is not afrajd of the engagement. It muſt be 
no unpleaſant fight to obſerve, from a place of 
ſafety, this extraordinary combat, between ani- 


mals fo terrible and obnoxious to man. Such. 


as have ſeen it, deſcribe: it in the following 
manner, When the tiger, impelled by thirſt, 
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5 


that ſeems continually to a it, « comes 
down to the river fide to drink, the crocodile, 
which makes no diſtinction in its prey, lifts its 
head. above water to ſeize it; the tiger, not leſs 
rapacious than the other, and unacquainted 


with the force of the enemy, boldly-ventures 
to ſeize it, and plunges its claws into the eyes of 


the crocodile, which is the only vulnerable part 
of its body: upon this the crocodile inſtantly 
dives under water, and the tiger goes down with 


him, for it will ſooner die than let go its hold. 
In this manner the combat continues for ſome 
time, until the tiger is drowned, or eſcapes, 


as is ſometimes the 9 from its ne 
enemy. a 

Theſe animals are common in Guiana x. 
They were formerly ſeen ſwimming over, in 
great numbers, into the iſland of Cayenne, to 
attack and ravage the flocks and herds of the 
inhabitants. In the beginning, they were a 
terrible ſcourge to the infant colony; but, by 
degrees, they were repulſed and deſtroyed, and 
are now ſeen no longer at that place. They are 
found in Brazil, in Paraguay, in the country 
of the Amazons, and in ſeveral other parts of 
South America. They often climb trees in 
queſt of prey, or to avoid their purſuers. They 

. Buffon, vol. xix. p. 2. N 
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are aa by fire, like all other animals of 
the cat kind; or, more properly ſpeaking, they 
ſeldom venture near thoſe-places where they ſee 
it kindled, as they are always ſure of their 
enemies being near, and their nocturnal eyes 
are dazzled by the brightneſs of the blaze. From 
the deſcription of this animal, one would be 
hardly led to ſuppoſe, that its fleſh was good 
for food; and yet we have ſeveral accounts 
which ale the fact, ſome aſſerting it to be 
ſuperior even to mutton: however, what Mon- | 
ſieur Des Marchais obſerves, is moſt likely to 
be. true; namely, That the moſt valuable part 
of this animal is its ſkin, and that its fleſh is 
but indifferent eating, being generally lean, 
and uſually having a ſtrong fumet. | 


THE PANTHER any THE LEOPARD. 
WE have hitherto found no great difficulty 
| in diſtinguiſhing one animal from another, each 
carrying its own peculiar marks, which, in ſome 
| meaſure, ſerve to ſeparate it from all the reſt. 
But it is otherwiſe, when we come to theſe of 
the cat kind, that fill up the chaſm between 
the tiger and the cat. The ſpots with which their 
ikins are diverſiſied, are ſo various, and their f 
ſize ſo equivocal, that it is no eaſy matter to 
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foremoſt. * 
naturaliſts miſtaken for the tiger; and, i in fact, 
it approaches next to it in ſize, fierceneſs and 


- 
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diſtinguiſh the ſpecies, particularly as we have 


little elſe but the ſpots and the ſize to guide us 


in making the diſtinction. If we regard the 
figure and diverſity of the ſpots, we ſhall find 
many varieties not taken notice of by any natu- 


raliſt ; if we are led by the ſize, we ſhall find an 

jmperceptible gradation from the cat to the 
tiger. It would be vain, therefore, to make as 
many varieties in theſe animals as we ſee diffe- 
rences in ſpots or ſtature; it will be ſufficient to 


ſeize the moſt general diſtinctions, and leave 


the reſt to ſuch as are fond of more minute 


diſquiſitions. 
Of all this tribe, 3 Sins are 0 besuti 


fully ſpotted, and whoſe natures are ſo miſ- 


— the panther may be conſidered as the 
This animal has been by many 


beauty. It is diſtinguiſned, however, by one 
obvious and leading character; that of being 


ſpotted, not ſtreaked; for, in this particular, 
the tiger differs from the panther, the leopard, 
and almoſt all the inferior n of this mil 


chievous family. } 
This animal, which Mr. ates oulls Simply 


the panther, Linnæus the pard, Geſner the 
_ pardalis, and the modern Latins the Jeopardus; 
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this 3 1 fay, which goes by too many 
names, and which the Engliſh have indiſcrimi- 
nately called by the name of the panther or the 
leopard, may be conſidered as the largeſt of 
the kind, and is ſpotted in a manner ſomewhat 
different from thoſe that are ſmaller. As thoſe 


ſpots, however, make the principal difference 


between it and the leſſer animals, which it 
otherwiſe reſembles in ſhape, ſize, diſpoſition, 
and beauty, I will firſt ſhew thoſe ſlight di- 


ſtinctions, and mention the names each animal 
has received in conſeqence thereof; and then 


proceed to give their hiſtory together, till 
marking -any peculiarity obſervable in one of 


the ſpecies, which is not found in the reſt. 


Next to the great panther, already mentioned, 


is the animal which Mr. Buffon calls the 


leopard, a name which he acknowledges to 
be given arbitrarily, for the ſake of diſtinction. 


Other naturaliſts have not much attended to 


the ſlight differences between this and the great 
panther, nor have they confidered its diſcrimi- 


nations as ſufficient to entitle it to another name. 


It has hitherto, therefore, gone under the name 


of the leopard, or panther of Senegal, where 


it is chiefly found. The differences between 
this animal and the former are theſe: the large 


panther is often found to be ſix feet long, from 
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the tip of the noſe to the inſertion of the tail; 
the panther of Senegal is not above four. de 


large panther is marked with ſpots in the manner 
of a role, that is, five or fix make a kind of 


circle, and there is generally a large one in the 


middle. The leopard of Senegal bas a much 
more beautiful coat, the yellow i 1s more brilliant, 
and the ſpots are ſmaller, and not diſpoſed in 
rings but in cluſters. As to the reſt, they are 
both whitiſh under the belly; the tail 1 in both 
is pretty long, but rather longer i in proportion 


in the latter, than the former. To theſe two 


animals, whoſe differences ſeem to be ſo very 
minute, we may add a third; namely the 
jaguar or panther of America. Tuis, in every 
reſpect, reſembles the two former, except in 
the diſpoſition of its ſpots; and that its neck 
and head are rather ſtreaked than ſpotted. The 
jaguar is alſo ſaid to be lower upon its legs, and 
leſs than the leopard of Senegal. Theſe three 
quadrupedes, as we ſee, have but very flight 
differences, and the principal diſtinction uſed . 
by Mr. Buffon, is taken from the ſize; the firſt, 
as he ſays, is uſually ſix feet long; the ſecond, 
four feet; and the laſt, about three: however, 
it appears from the particular ſubjects of his 
_ deſcription, that the panther in his poſſeſſion : 
was not above three feet ſeven inches long; that 
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the leopardꝰs ſkin PWR he And was about 
four; and that the jaguar, at two years old, was 
between two and three feet long, which, when 


come to its full growth, would, no doubt, be 


four feet long, as, well as the two former. 


From henee, therefore, we may conclude, that 


the fize in theſe animals is not ſufficient to make 
a diſtinction among them; and that thoſe who 


called them all three by the indiſcriminate: 
names of the leopard and the panther, if not 

right, were at leaſt excuſable. Of thoſe which 
are now to be ſeen in the Tower, the jaguar, or 
the American panther, is rather the largeſt of 


the three; and is by no means the contemptible 


animal which Mr. Buffon deſcribes it to be: 


the leopard is the leaſt of them, and has, by 


| ſome travellers, been ſuppoſed to be an animal 
produced between the panther and the ounce, 


an animal which reſembles, but is leſs than any 


of the former. Theſe three animals we may, 


r e rank together, as they agree pretty 


nearly in their robe, their ſize, their nn | 


and their ferocity. 


We come next to an neil conkeliaily dif. W 
ferent from any of the former, being much 
ſmaller, and its colour more inclining to white. 


Its name, however, in our language, has 
| cauſed no ſmall confuſion. It has been ge- 
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: nerally called by foreigners, the 0nza, or the 
ounce, and this name ſome of our own writers 


have thought proper to give it; but others of. 


them, and theſe the moſt Saeed ſuch as 


Willoughby, have given this name to a different 
animal, with a ſhort tail, and known to the 


ancients and moderns by the name of the lynx. 


I confeſs myſelf at a loſs, in this caſe, whom to 
follow ; the alteration of names ſhould be al- 
ways made with great caution, and never but in 
caſes of neceſlity. If we follow Willoughby, 

there will be an animalof the panther kind, very 
diſtinguiſhable from all the reſt, left without a 
name; and if we recede from him, it will ſerve 
to produce. ſome confuſion among all the nu- 
merous claſs of readers and writers who have 
taken him for their guide: however, as. he 
ſeems himſelf to have been an innovator, the 
name of the lynx having been long adopted 
into our language before, it was unneceſſary to 


give the animal that bore it another name, and 
to call that creature an ounce, which our old 
writers had been accuſtomed to know by the 


Latin appellation, for this reaſon, therefore, 
we may ſafely venture to take a name that has 
been long miſapplied, from the lynx, and re- 
| tore it to the animal in queſtion. We will, 
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which is leſs than the panther, and with a longer 


tail, the ounce; and the lynx may remain in 


poſſeſſion of that'name by which it was known 
among all our old Rs WOT. as well as 


by all antiquity. 


The ounce, or the onca 1 Linus, is 
much leſs than the panther, being not, at moſt, 


above three feet and a half long: however, its 


hair is much longer than that of the panther, 


and its tail ſtill more ſo. The panther of four 


or five feet long, bas a tail but of two feet, or 


two feet and an half. The ounce, which is 


but about three feet, has a tail often longer 


than the reſt of its body. The colour of the 
ounce is alſo apparently different, being rather 
more inclining to a cream colour, which is 
deeper on the back, and whiter towards the 
belly. The hair on the back is an inch and 
an half long; that on the belly, two inches and 
an half, which is much longer than that of the 
panther, Its ſpots are diſpoſed pretty much in 
the ſame manner as the large panther, except 


that on the haunches it is rather e 3 = 


| firipes than with ſpots. 


| Deſcending to animals of this kind that a are 


ll ſmaller, we ſind the catamountain, which is 


the ocelot of Mr. Buffon, or the tiger cat of 
moſt of thoſe who exhibit it as a ſhow. It is 
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leſs than the ounce, but its-robe more beauti- 
fully variegated. It is an American animal, 
and is about two feet and an half in length, 
from the noſe to the inſertion of the tail. It 
is extremely like a cat, except that it is larger 
and ſlenderer, that its colours are more beau- 
tiful, and its tail rather ſhorter. The fur is of 
a reddiſh colour, the whole beautified with 
black ſpots, and ftreaks of different figures, 
They are long on the back, and round on the 
belly and paws. On the ears are black ftripes, 
which run acroſs; but, in other reſpects, they 
entirely reſemble thoſe of a cat. Theſe colours, 
| however, which naturaliſts have taken great 
pains minutely to deſcribe; are by no means 
permanent, being differently diſpoſed in diffe- 
rent animals of the ſame ſpecies. I remember 
to have ſeen an animal of this ſize, but whether 
of this ſpecies 1 will not pretend to ſay, ſome 
years ago, that was entirely brown, and was 
faid alfo to have come from Amerieaa. 
From this tribe of the cat kind with ſpotted 
ſkins and a long tail, we come to another, with 
ſkins diverſified in like manner, but with a 
ſhorter tail. The principal of theſe is the 
Hur, the name by which the animal was 
known to lian, among the ancients; and to 
all our old Engliſh writers, among thoſe of a 
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more modern date. This name has been 
corrupted by the Portugueſe into the word 
ouze; and this corruption has been adopted 
by Ray, who has improperly called this 
animal the ounce, after ſome of the fo- 
reign travellers. The firſt ſtriking diſtinction 
between the lynx, and all thoſe of the panther 
kind, is in its tail, which is at leaſt half as 
ſhort in proportion, and black at the ex- 
tremity. Its fur is much longer, the ſpots on 
the ſkin leſs vivid, and but confuſedly mingled 
with the reſt. Its ears are much longer, and 


_ tipped at the points with a black tuft of hair. 


The colour round the eyes is white, and the 
phyſiognomy more placid and gentle. Each 
hair of this animal is of three different colours: 
the root, is of a greyiſh brown; the middle red, 

or of an aſh colour; and the ends white. This 
whiteneſs at the * takes up ſo ſmall a part of 
the particular hair, that it does not prevent us 
from ſeeing the principal colour, which is that 
of the middle part; ſo that it only makes the 


5 ſurfact of the body appear as if it was filvered 


over: however, the hair of which the ſpots 
conſiſt, has no white at the ends, and at the 
roots it is not quite fo black as the other part. 
This animal is not above the ſize of the 
ounce, but is rather ſtronger built, and it has 
Vor, III. 8 
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but twenty-eight teeth ; Whereas all the reſt of 


the cat kind already mentioned have thirty. 
Another animal of this kind is called the a. 
guſh,” or, as Mr. Buffon names it, the caracal. 


It is a native of the Eaft Indies, and reſembles 


the lynx i in ſize, in form, and even in the ſin- 
gularity of being tufted at the tips of the ears. 
However, the ſiaguſn differs in not being mottled 
as the lynx is; its fur, or rather hair, is rougher 
and ſhorter; its tail is rather longer, its muzzle 
more lengthened; its phyſiognomy more fierce, 
and its nature more ſavage. Eb 

The third, and laſt animal that noed be men- 
tioned of this kind, is that which Mr. Buffon 
calls the /erpal, and which he has firſt deſcribed. 
It is a native of Malabar, reſembling the pan- 
ther in its ſpots, but the lynx in the ſhortneſs 
of its tail, in its ſize, and in- its ſtrong” built 
form. wu 

Theſe ſeem to be all the principal diſtinc- 
tions among animals of the panther kind, from 
the largeſt of this tribe down to the domeſtic 
cat, which is the ſmalleſt of all theſe fierce and 
miſchievous varieties. In all, their nature 


ſeems pregy much the ſame; being equally 


fierce, ſubtle, cruęel, and cowardly. The pan- 
ther, including the leopard and the jaguar, or 
Amerjcan panther, as they are the largeſt, 0 
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alſo are tht the moſt ee of this kind: 
for the whole race of cats are noxious in pro- 
portion to their power to do miſchief. They 


inhabit the moſt'torrid latitudes of India, Africa, 


and America, and have never been able to mul- 
tiply beyond the torrid zone. They are gene- 


rally found in the thickeſt and the moſt en- 
tangled foreſts, and often near remote habita- 
tions, where they watch to ſurprize all kinds 


of domeſtic animals. They very ſeldom attack 
man, even though provoked by him; they 
ſeem rather deſirous of finding ſafety by flight, 
or by climbing trees, at which they are very 
expert. In this manner alſo, they often purſue 
their prey; and, being expert at ſeizing it, 
as well above as below, they cauſe a vaſt de- 
ſtruction. Of all other animals, theſe are the 
moſt ſullen, and, even to a proverb, untame- 
able. They ftill preſerve their fierce and treach- 
erous ſpirit; ; and at thoſe places where they 
are expoſed to be ſeen among others, we often 
obſerve, that while their keeper is familiar with 
the lion or the bear, yet he is apprehenſive of 
the large panther, and keeps it bound with the 
TOP chain. 

As the ounce differs from thefs'] in figure and 
ſize, ſo alſo it ſeems to differ in diſpoſition, 
being more mild, tractable, and tame. Thelſs 
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we frequently ſee. as harmleſs and innocent As 
cats; and there is one at preſent in the Tower | 


with which the keeper plays without the. ſmalleſt 
apprehenſion. I own I was not alittle uneaſy, 


at firſt, for the man, when he put his hand 


through the bars, and called the animal by its 
name; but was a good deal ſurprized to ſee the 
creature, which one might ſuppoſe irritated by 
long confinement, come gently up to him, ſtroke 
his hand with its face, in the manner . à cat, 
and teſtify the utmoſt gentleneſs of di poſition, : 
The ounce, therefore, is remarkable for being 
eaſily tamed; and, in fact, it is employed all oyer 
the eaſt for the purpoſes of hunting. Not, in- 
deed, but that panthers themſelves are ſome- 
times uſed for this purpoſe, but they are never 
thoroughly ſubdued like the former, being 
uſually brought to the field in a, carriage, and 
kept chained and caged until they are ſnewn the 
gazelle, or the leveret, which is their prey. 
This they purſue rather by three or four great 
ſprings than by running. If they ſeize it by 
this ſudden effort, it finds no mercy; but if it 
eſcapes from their firſt effort, they never at · 
tempt to purſue, and appear quite diſappointed 
and confounded at their miſchance. It ſome- 
times happens that they are ſo much enraged at 
it, that they attack even their employer, and 
1 


0 
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his ally roſourcd foavod their fury is to throw 
them ſome ſmall; pieces of meat, which he has 
bronght with him for that purpoſe. 

The onnce, however, is not ſo dangerous; 
and is treated with more confidence and fami- 


liarity. It is uſually brought to the field hood- 


winked' behind one of the horſemen. When 
the game appears; the ounce is inſtantly un- 
covered, and ſhewn where it lies; upon which 
the fierce creature darts like an arrow to the 
place, and ſeizes it at once, or; miſſing it, re- 
mains motionleſs in the place: It would be vain 
to ättempt retrieving its diſgrace; by con- 


tinuing the purſuit; for, although it bounds 


with greater agility than moſt other animals, 


yet it is flow and aukward in running, and has 


no means of finding the animal it purſues by 
the ſmell, as is common among thoſe of the 
dog kind. From hence, therefore, it appears 
Row much ſuperior the European method of 
hunting ! is to that of the Aſiatic; ſince what- 
ever amuſement this exerciſe affords muſt ariſe 
from the continuance of the chace, and from 


the fluctuation of doubt and expectation, which 


raiſe and depreſs the purſuers by turns. All 
this an Aſiatie hunter is deprived of; and his 
greateſt pleaſure can ſcarcely be more than 


what We us is called courſi ing, in which-the 
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dog Ss my animal, and keeps It conflantly 


in view. ; „ | 
But it muſt not t be ſuppoſed, that it is From 
choice the Afiatics uſe this method of chace; 
for, no doubt, were dogs ſerviceable among 
them as they are in Europe, they would- be 
employed for the ſame purpoſes. But the fact 
is, that the extreme heat of the tropical climates 
produces ſuch univerſal putrefaction, and ſends 
up ſuch various and powerful ſcents, that dogs 
are at firſt bewildered in the chace, and at laſt 
come to loſe the delicacy of their ſcent entirely. 
They are, therefore, but little uſed in thoſe 
warm countries; and what could they avail 
in places where almoſt every other animal of the 
foreſt is ſtronger and more rapacious? The lion, 
the tiger, the panther, and the ounce, are all na- 
tural enemies to the dog, and attack him where- 
ever he appears with ungovernable fury. The 
breed, therefore, in thoſe places, would quickly 
be deſtroyed; ſo that they are obliged to have 
recourſe to thoſe animals which are more fitted 
to ſerve them; and thus convert the ounce to 
thoſe purpoſes for which Hogs: are ho in 
Europe. : 
The Catamountain; or + Ocelot, is one of the | 
fierceſt, and, for its ſize, one of the moſt de- 
ſtructiyve animals in the world. It is, as was 
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before obſerved, a native of South-America, 
and by no means capable of the ſame educatiori 
as the ounce, which it more approaches in ſize 
than in diſpoſition: To of theſe, from whoni 
Mr. Buffon has taken his deſcription, were 
brought over from Carthagena, and having beer 
taken from »the dam when very young, were 
afterwards ſuckled by a bitch. But, before 
they were three months old, they had ſtrength 
and ingratitude ſufficient to kill and devour 


their nurſe. Their ſucceeding fierceneſs and 


malignity ſeenied to correſpond with their firſt 
efforts; for no arts could tame or ſoften their 
natures; and while they continued in their 
_ cages, they ſtill teſtified an unceaſing diſpo- 
fition for ſlaughter. When their food was given 

them, the male always ſerved himſelf before the 
female ventured to touch a bit; and it was not 
till he was ſatisfied that the other began. In 
their ſavage ſtate, theſe animals are ſtill more 
deſtructive; having great ſtrength and agility, 
they very eaſily find and overtake their prey, 
which they purſue among the tops of the trees, 
as well as on the ground; but whatrenders them 
ſtill more miſchievous is, their unceaſing ap- 
petite rather for the blood than the fleſh of their 
prey. They ſuck this with the greateſt avidity, 
but frequently leave the carcaſe otherwiſe un- 
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touched, in order to purſue other animals for 
the blood in like manner. They generally 


continue on the tops of trees, like our wild cats; 


where they make their neſt, and often bring 
forth their young. When they ſpy any animal 


they can maſter, and there are but few in the 
foreſt but what are. inferior, they dart, down 
upon it with inevitable exactneſs. 

The whole tribe of animals of the panther 
kind, with long tails, are chiefly inhabitants, 


as was ſaid, of the torrid zone; but thoſe of the 


ſhort,tailed kind, and particularly the lynx, is 
principally. found in the cold countries that are 
bordering on the pole. The lynx is chiefly to 


be met with in the north of Germany, Li- 


thuania, Muſcovy, Siberia,. and North Ame- 
rica. Thoſe of the new continent, however, 
are rather ſmaller than in Europe, as is the caſe 
with almoſt all their quadrupedes; they are 
ſomewhat whiter alſo, but in other reſpects 


there is ſcarce any difference to. be found among 


them *, This animal has been called by ſome 
tupus cervarius, or a creature compounded be- 
tween a wolf and a ſtag; but for what reaſon 
is hard to gueſs ; it no way reſembles either in 
ſhape or in diſpoſition. In its nature, it exactly 
reſembles the cat, except that, being bigger and 


* Buffon. 
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CAT KIN B. 5 
nearly two feet long, it is bolder and fiercer. 
Like the cat, it elimbs trees, and ſeeks its prey 
by ſurprize; like the cat it is delicate and 
cleanly, covering its urine with its paws; and 
it reſembles the wolf in nothing except its cry, 
which often deceives the hunters, and induces 
them to think they hear a wolf and not a lynx. 
This animal alſo is rather more delicate than 

the cat; and after having once feaſted upon 
its prey, will never return to it again, but hunts 
the woods for another. From hence may have 
ariſen the common report of the lynx having, of 
all other quadrupedes, the ſhorteſt memory. This, 
however, is not the only idle ſtory that has been 
propagated of it: as of its ſeeing with ſuch per- 
ſpicuity, as to perceive objects through walls 
and mountains; as of having its urine of fach-a. 
quality, as to harden, and become a precious 
flone; with ſeverab others, 1 by igno- 
rance or impoſture. 

The Siaguſh and the Serval are both ſo like 
2} the reſt of the cat kind in diſpoſition, that it 
is but repeating the ſame account once more to 
give their diſtin hiſtory. As the lynx is found 
only in cold couutries, ſo the ſiaguſh is to be 
met with only in the warm tropical climates. It 
is uſed, in the ſame manner as the ounce, for 
hunting; but it ſeems to have a property which 
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the other has not; namely, that of being able ts 
overtake its prey by purſuing it. Whether this 


is performed by having a finer ſcent than the 


former, or greater: ſwiftneſs, we are not in- 

formed; being only told that when it overtakes 
either the gazelle or the antelope, it leaps upon 
their backs, and, getting forward to their 


| ſhoulders, ſcratches their eyes out, by which 


means they become an eaſy prey to the hunters, 
Some have called this animal the Hon's pro- 
ider; and it is ſaid that when it calls him to 
purſue his prey, its voice very much reſembles 
that of one man calling another “. From hence 


we may conjecture that this animal purſues its 


prey in full cry; and that the lion only follows 
to partake or ſeize the ſpoil. The ſame ac- 
count is given alſo of the jackal; and very pro- 
bably it may be true, not only of theſe animals, 
but of ſome others, ſince it is natural enough to 


{ſuppoſe that the lion will purſue whenever he 


is taught to diſcover his prey. 

We had one of theſe animals a few years ago 
ſent over from the Eaſt Indies, but it was not 
able to endure the change of climate, and it 


died in a very ſhort time after it was brought 


to the Tower. Whether conſumed by diſeaſe 
or not I cannot tell, but it ſeemed to me much 


* Thevenot, vol. ii, p. 114. 
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** than the cat or the 1 and its ears 
were much longer; however, it is a very 
ſtrong creature for its fize, and has been known 
to kill a large dog in ſingle combat *: never- 
theleſs, it is, like all of the cat kind, except the 
lion, remarkable for its cowardice, and will 
never, except in caſes of neceſſity, attack an 


animal that is its equal in ſtrength or activity. 


For this reaſon, when brought into the field, 
and put upon a ſervice of danger, it obſtinately 
refuſes, and is alert only in the purſuit of 
animals that are too feeble for reſiſtance, or too 
timid to exert their ſtrength... | 
From what has been ſaid of this rapacious 


tribe, we perceive a ſimilitude in the manners 
and diſpoſitions of them all, from the lion to 


the cat. The ſimilitude of their internal con- 
formation, is ſtill more exact; the ſhortneſs of 
their inteſtines, the 'number of their teeth, and 


the ſtructure of their paws. The firſt of this 


claſs is the lion, diſtinguiſhable from all the reſt 
by his ſtrength, his magnitude, and his mane. 
The ſecond is the tiger, rather longer than the 


lion, but not fo tall, and known by the ſtreaks 


and the vivid beauty of its robe; including 
alſo the American tiger or cougar; diſtin- 
guiſhable by its ſize, next that of the tiger, 


my Buffon. 


„ 


n 


* 2 75 
„„ SPECI * * * 
n . ee eo, 9 6 8 , ; r 8 
4 8 3 R R 8 * — Ss ö 2 E N n 
þ 2 r eee > Ee : PFF 2 ans gl n 0 2 — ' 
— 8 — — OS" TEES 3 ; Coo Me PEEDS, 2 ate 3 e r R on Ge 6 A Fa 
IE ny —— — 1 14 — n 42 2 2. AO TS La LS AN Los ct at” II} 0 nen 57 4 < 2 N W 
” * | > - GR — 8 * x 42 SER» - * 1 3 Ir." . 1 * * * * 7 — j COSI O 
— 2 4 — 2 8 5 1 1 2 nn ere "a; <> g — — Nl a 3 2 2 5 * 
* * * r * * - 3 0 1 — 1 + 4 — 8 T — * — 9 WS S 8 De 8 8 — * 
+a * * . * «is, e 3 STS — 4 3 c 7 2 
- * — * "= > b CY 8 r r * - 2 - *. 
; *. — i . — ww — — EN "0 2 hy: a Sk © — —_ — _ Oy 
FEE £ 2 b 3 n ＋ 2 — 82 * 2 J +. oO ES 
: N K P 


188 ANIMALS OF TRE 


its buy colour, and its ſpots. The third! is the 


panther and the leopard. The fourth is the 
ounce, not ſo large as any of the former, {potted 
like them, but diſtinguiſhable by the eream co- 
loured ground of its hair, and the great length 
of its tail, being above the length of its body. 
The fifth is the eatamountain or tiger cat, leſs 
than the ounce, hut differing particularly in ha- 
ving a ſhorter tail, and being ſtreaked down 


the back like a tiger. The ſixth is the ſhort 


tailed kind; namely, the lynx, of the ſize of 
the former, but with a ſhort tail ſtreaked, and 
the tips of its ears tufted with black. The 
ſeventh is the fiaguſh, differing from the Iynx 


in not being mottled: like it; in not being ſo 
large, and in having the ears longer, though 


_ tipped with black, as before; The eighth is 
the ſerval, reſembling the lynx in its form, and 
the ſhortneſs of its rail; ſtreaked alſo like it, 
but not having the tips of its ears tufted, 
| Laſtly, the cat, wild and tame, with all its 
varieties; all leſs than any of the former, but, 
like them, 1 a 8 ee ny 
cruel, 88 ts 

2 bis: hole race denen bonddered as the 


moſt formidable enemy of mankind ; there are 


others indeed ſtronger, but they are gentle, and 
never offer injury till injured : there are others 
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more numerous, but they are more feeble, and 
rather look for ſafety by hiding from man, 
than oppoſing him. Theſe are the only qua- 
drupedes'thit make good their ground againſt 
him; and which may he ſaid to keep ſome 
kingdoms of the earth in their own poſſeſſion. 
How many extenſive countries are there in 


Africa, where the wild beaſts are ſo numerous, 
that man is deterred from living amongſt them; 


reluctantly giving up to the lion and the leo- 


pard, extenſive tracts, that ſeem formed only | 


for his delight and convenience! f 
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CHAP. vil. 101 oY 19110 
Axa Ts of the Doo 9 8 


Tur ſecond wo ＋ carnivorous quadru- 


pedes may be denominated thoſe of. the dog ws 
kind. This claſs is neither fo nunierous nor pur 
ſo powerful as the former, and yet neither o A 
treacherous, rapacicus, or cowardly. This ad vs 
claſs may be principally diſtinguiſhed by their of ot 
claws, which have no ſheath, like thoſe of the obſe 
cat kind, but ſtill continue at the point of each apa 
toe, without a capability of being ſtretched Prey 
forward, or drawn back. The noſe alſo, as well _ 
as the jaw, of all the dog kind, is longer than - e 
in the cat; the body is, in proportion, more I 
ſtrongly made, and covered with hair inſtead of | : 5 
fur. There are many internal diſtinctions alſo; 3 
as in the inteſtines, which are much longer in t nd 
the dog kind, than in thoſe of the cat; the eye ts m 
is not formed for night viſion; and the olfactory | a 
nerves are diffuſed, in the dog kinds, upon 2 = 
very extenſive membrane within the ſkull. _ 
If we compare the natural habitudes of this * 


claſs with the former, we ſhall find that the dog 
kinds are not ſo ſolitary as thoſe of the cat, but cat, 
love to hunt in company, and encourage each ! 
other with their mutual cries In this mannej 
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the dog and the jackal purſue their prey; and 


the wolf and fox, which are of this kind, though 
more ſolitary and ſilent among us, yet, in coun- 
tries where leſs perſecuted, and where they can 
more fearleſs diſplay their natural inclinations, 
they are found to keep together in packs, and 
purſue their game with alternate howlings. 
Animals of the dog kind want ſome of the 
advantages of the cat kind, and yet are poſſeſſed 
of others in which the latter are deficient. Upon 


obſerving their claws, it will eafily be per- 


ceived that they cannot, like cats, purſue their 
prey up the ſides of a tree, and continue the 
chace among the branches; their unmanage- 
able claws cannot ſtick in the bark, and thus 
ſupport the body up along the trunk, as we ſee 
the cat very eaſily perform: whenever, there- 


fore, their prey flies up the tree from them, 


they can only follow it with their eyes, or watch 
its motions till hunger again brings it to the 
ground. For this reaſon, the proper prey of 
the dog kind, are only thoſe animals, that, like 
themſelves, are unfitted for climbing; the hare, 
the rabbit, the gazelle, or the roebuck. 

As they are, in this reſpect, inferior to the 
cat, ſo they exceed it in the ſenſe of ſmelling; 


by which alone they purſue their prey with 


certainty of ſucceſs, wind it through all its 
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mazes, - and tire it down by perſeverance. It 
often happens, however, in the ſavage ſtate, 
that their prey is either too much diminiſhed, 
or too wary to ſerve for a ſufficient ſupply. In 
this caſe, when driven to an extremity, all the 
dog kinds can live for ſome time upon fruits 


and vegetables, which, if they do not pleaſe 


the appetite, at leaſt . to en their 
unge. bw 

Of all this tribe, the dog has every TP to 
die the preference, being the moſt intelligent 
of all known quadrupedes, and the acknow- 


ledged friend of mankind. The dog“, inde- 


pendent of the beauty of his form, his vivacity, 
force, and ſwiftneſs, is poſſeſſed of all thoſe in- 
ternal qualifications that can conciliate the 
affections of man, and make the tyrant a 
protector. A natural ſhare of courage, an 
angry and ferocious diſpoſition, renders the 
dog, in its ſavage ſtate, a formidable enemy to 
all other animals: but theſe readily give way 
to very different qualities in the domeſtic dog, 
whoſe only ambition ſeems the deſire to pleaſe; 
he is ſeen to come crouching along, to lay his 
force, 'his courage, and all his uſeful talents, at 
the feet of his maſter; he waits his orders, to 

* The reſt of this deſcription of the dog is taken frem Mr. 
Buffon: what I have added, 1 is marked as before. 
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which he pays implicit obedience; he conſults 
his looks, and a fingle glance is ſufficient to put 
him in motion; he is more faithful even than 


the moſt boaſted among men; he is conſtant in 
| his affections, friendly without intereſt, and 


grateful for the lighteſt favours ; much more 
mindful of benefits received, than injuries of- 


fered ; he is riot driven off by unkindneſs ; he 


ſtill continues humble, ſubmiſſive, and jinplo« 


ring; his only hope to be ferviceable, his only 


terror to diſpleaſe; he licks the hand that has 
been juſt lifted to ſtrike him, and at laſt diſ- 
arms reſentment, by ſubmiſſive perſeverance. 
More docile than man; more obedient than 
any other ariimal, he is not only inſtructed in a 


ſhort time, but he alſo conforms to the diſ- 
poſitions and the manners of thoſe who com- 


mand him. He takes his tone from the houſe 
he inhabits; like the reſt of the domeſtics, he is 
diſdainful among the great, and churtiſh among 


clowns. Always aſſiduous in ſerving his 
maſter, and only a friend to his friends, he is 
indifferent to all the reſt, and declares himſelf 


openly againſt ſuch as ſeem to be dependent 


like himſelf. He knows a beggar by his clothes, 


by his voice, or his geſtures, and forbids his 
approach. When at night the guard of the 
Vol“. III. hots 
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houſe is committed to his care, he ſeems proud 


of the charge; he continues a watchful centinel, 


he goes his rounds, ſcents ſtrangers at a diſtance; 
and gives them warning of his being upon 

duty. If they attempt to break in upon his 
territories, he becomes more fierce, flies at 
them, threatens, fights, and either conquers 
alone, or alarms thoſe who have moſt intereſt in 
coming to his aſſiſtance; however, when he has 
conquered, he quietly repoſes upon the ſpoil, 
and abſtains from what he has deterred others 


from abuſing; giving thus at once a leſſon 


of courage, temperance, and fidelity, _ 
From hence we ſee of what importance this 
animal is to us in a ſtate of Nature. Suppoling, 
for a moment, that the ſpecies had not exiſted, 
how could man, without the aſſiſtance. of the 
dog, have been able to conquer, tame, and re- 
duce to ſervitude, every other animal? How 
could he diſcover, chace, and deſtroy, thoſe 
that were noxious to him? In order to be ſe- 
cure, and to become maſter of all Animated 


Nature, it was neceſſary for him to begin by 


making a friend of a part of them; to attach 


ſuch of them to himſelf, by kindneſs and ca- 
reſſes, as ſeem fitteſt for obedience and, active 


purſyit. Thus the firſt art employed by man, 
was in conciliating the favour of the dog ; 5 and 
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the fruits of this art were, the conqueſt and 
peaceable poſſeſſion of the earth. 

The generality of animals have greater agi- 
lity, greater ſwiftneſs, and more formidable 


arms, from Nature, than man; their ſenſes, and 


particularly that of ſmelling, are far more per- 
fect: the having gained, therefore, a new 
aſſiſtant, particularly one whoſe ſcent is ſo ex- 
quiſite as that of the dog, was the gaining a new 
ſenſe, a new faculty, which before was wanting. 
The machines and inftruments which we have 
imagined for perfecting the reſt of the ſenſes, 
do not approach to that already prepared by 
Nature, by which we are enabled to find out 
every animal, though unſeen, and thus deſtroy 
the noxious, and uſe the ſerviceable. 

The dog, thus uſeful in himſelf, taken into 
a participation of empire, exerts a degree of 
ſuperiority over all animals that require human 
protection. The flock and the herd obey his 
voice more readily even than that of the ſhep- 


herd or the herdſman; he conducts them, 


guards them, keeps them from capriciouſly 
ſeeking danger, and their enemies he conſiders 
as his own. Nor is he leſs uſeful in the purſuit; 
when the ſound of the horn, or the voice of 


the huntſman calls him to the field, he teſtifies 
| his pleaſure by every little art, and purſues with 


Tv 
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| perſeverarice, thoſe animals, which; when taken; 


he muſt not expect to divide. The defires of 
hunting i is indeed natural to him, as well as to 
his maſter, ſince war and the chace are the only 
employment of ſavages. All animals that live 


upon fleſh- hunt by nature; the lion and the- 


tiger, whoſe force is ſb great that they are ſure 
to conquer, hunt alone and without art; the 
wolf, the fox, and the wild dog, hunt in packs 


affiſt each other, and partake the ſpoil. But 


when education has perfected this talent in the 
domeſtic dog, when he_has been taught by man 
to repreſs his ardour, to meafure his motions, 
Ly not ro exhauſt his force by too ſudden an 
exertion of it, he-then hunts wa I, and 
always with ſucceſs. _ 

Although the wild dog, ſuch as he was be- 
fore he came under the protection of mankind, 
is at preſent utterly unknown, no ſuch animal 
being now to be found in any part of the 
world, yet there are many that, from a domeſtic 
ffate, have turned favage, and entirely purſue 
the dictates of Nature.” In thoſe deſerted and 


uncultivated countries where the dog is found 


wild, they ſeem entirely to partake of the diſ- 


poſition of the wolf; they unite in large bodies, 
and attack the moſt formidable animals of the 


foreſt, * e and the biſon. 
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In America, where they were originally brought 
by the Europeans, and abandoned by their 
maſters, they have multiplied to ſuch a degree, 


that they ſpread in packs over the whole 


country, attack all other animals, and even 


man himſelf does not paſs without inſult, 


They are there treated in the ſame manner as 
all other carnivorous animals, and killed where- 
ever they happen to come; however, they are 
eaſily tamed : when taken home, and treated 
with kindneſs and lenity, they quiekly become 

ſubmiſſive and familiar, and continue faithfully 
attached to their maſters. Different in this 
from the wolf or the fox, who, though taken 
never ſo young, are gentle only while eubs, and, 

as they grow older, give themſelves up to their 


natural appetites of rapine and cruelty. In 
ſhort, it may be aſſerted, that the dog is the 


only animal whoſe fidelity is unſhaken; the only 
one who knows his maſter, and the friends of 
the family; the only one who inſtantly diſtin- 
guiſhes a ſtranger; the only one who knows his 
name, and anſwers to the domeſtic call; the 

only one who ſeems to underſtand the Wes 


ol ſubordination, and ſeeks aſſiſtance; the only 


one who, when he miſſes his maſter, teſtifies 
his lo by his complaints; the only one who, 


| carried to a diſtant place, can find the * 
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home; the only one whoſe natural talents are 
evident, and whoſe education is always ſue⸗ 
ceſsful. | | 

In the ſame. manner, as the he” is of the 
moſt complying diſpoſition, fo alſo is it the 
moſt ſuſceptible of change in its form; the va- 
rieties of this animal being too many for even 
the moſt careful deſcriber to mention. The 
climate, the food, and the education, all make 


ſtrong impreſſions upon the animal, and pro- 
duce alterations in its ſhape, its 'ediour; its 
hair, its ſize, and in every thing but its nature. 


The fame dog, taken from one climate, and 
brought to another, ſeems to become another 
animal; but different breeds are as much ſe- 
parated, to all appearance, as any two animals 
the moſt diſtin& in Nature. Nothing appears 
to continue conſtant with them, but their in- 
ternal conformation; different in the figure of 
the body, in the length of the noſe, in the 
ſhape of the head, in the length and the di- 
rection of the ears and tail, in the colour, the 
quality, and the quantity of the hair; in ſhort, 


different in every thing but that make of the 


parts which ſerve to continue the ſpecies, and 
keep the animal diſtin from all others. It is 


this peculiar conformation, this power of pro- 


ducing an animal that can reproduce, that 


, Rr — — — 


— —— l 3 


ai '- apo" 
marks the kind, and approximates forms that 


at firſt ſight ſeem never made for conjunction. 
From this ſingle conſideration, therefore, we 


may at once pronounce all dogs to be of one 


kind; but which of them is the original of all 


the reſt, which of them is the ſavage dog from 


whence ſuch a variety of deſcendants have come 


down, is no eaſy matter to determine. We | 
may eafily, indeed, obſerve, that all thoſe ani- 
mals which are under the influence of man, are 
ſubject to great variations. Such as have been 


ſufficiently independent, ſo as to chooſe their 
own climate, their, own nouriſhment; and to 


purſue their own. habitudes, preſerve the ori- 


ginal marks of Nature, without much devia- 
tion; and it is probable, that the firſt of theſe 
is even at this day very well repreſented in 
their deſcendants.” But ſuch as man has ſub- 


dued, tranſported from one climate to another, 
controlled in their manner of living, and their 


food, have moſt probably been changed alſo in 
their forms: particularly the. dog has felt theſe 
alterations more ſtrongly than any other of the 
domeſtic kinds; for living more like man, he 
may be thus ſaid to live more irregularly alſo, 
and, conſequently, - muſt have felt. all thoſe 


Changes that ſuch variety would naturally pro- 


duce. Some other cauſes alſo may be aſſigned 
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for this variety in the ſpecies of the dog: as * 


is perpetually under the eye of his maſter, 
when accident has produeed any ſingularity in 
its productions, man uſes all his art to continue 
this peculiarity unchanged; either by breeding 


from ſuch as had thoſe ſingularities, or by de- 


ſtroying ſuch as happened to want them; be- 
ſides, as the dog produces much more fre- 
quently than ſome other animals, and lives a 


ſhorter time, ſo the chance for its varieties will 


be offered in greater proportion. 

But which is the original animal, and which 
the artificial or accidental variety, is a queſtion 
which, as was ſaid, is not eaſily reſolved. If 
the internal ſtructure of dogs of different ſorts 
be compared with each other, it will be found, 
except in point of fize, that in this reſpect they 
are exactly the ſame. This, therefore, affords 
no criterion. If other animals be compared 
with the dog internally, the wolf and the fox 
will be found to have the moſt perfect re- 


ſemblance ; it js probable, therefore, that the 
dog, which moſt nearly reſembles the wolf or 


the fox externally, is the original animal of its 
kind: for it is natural to ſuppoſe, khat as the 


dog moſt near] y reſembles them internally, fo 


he may be near them in external reſemblance 
allo, except * art or ee has altered 
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his fork. This FTI . if 1 we | look 
among the number of varieties to be found in 
the dog, we ſhall not find one fo like the wolf 
or the fox, as that which is called the /hepherd”s 


dar. "This is that dog with long coarſe hair 
on all parts except the noſe, prieked ears, and 


a long noſe, which is common enough among 
us, and receives his name from being prin- 
cipally uſed in guarding and attending on 


ſheep. This ſeems to be the primitive animal 


of his kind; and we ſhall be the more con- 
firmed in this opinion, if we attend to the 
different characters which climate produces in 
this animal, and the different races of dogs 


which are propagated in every country: and, 


in the firſt place, if we examine thoſe countries 


which are ſtill ſavage, or but half civilized, 


where it is moſt probable the dog, like his 


maſter, has received but few impreſſions from 
Art, we ſhall find the ſhepherd's dog, or one 


very like bim, ſtill prevailing amongſt them. 
The dogs that have run wild in America, and 


in Congo, approach this form. The dog of 


Siberia, Lapland, and Iceland, of the Cape of 
Good Hope, of Madagaſcar, Madura, Calicut, 
and Malabar, have all a long noſe, pricked 
ears, and reſemble the ſhepherd's dog very 


nearly, In Guinea, the dog very ſpeedily takes 
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this ls for, at the ſecond or third gene; 
ration, the animal forgets to bark, his ears and 


his tail become pointed, and his hair drops off, 


while a coarſer, thinner kind comes in the place, 


This ſort of dog is alſo to be found in the tem- 
perate climates in great abundance, particularly 
among thoſe who, preferring --uſefulnels. to 


beauty, employ an animal that requires very 


little inſtruction to be ſerviceable. Notwith- 


ſtanding this creature's deformity, his melan- 
choly and ſavage air, he is ſuperiorito all the 
reſt of his kind in inſtinct; and without any 


teaching, naturally takes to tending flocks, 


with an aſſiduity and vigilance that at once 
aſtoniſhes, and yet relieves his maſter... 
In more poliſhed and civilized places, the 
dog ſeems to partake of the univerſal refine- 
ment; and, like the men, becomes more beau- 
tiful, more majeſtic, and more capable of aſ- 
ſuming an education foreign to his nature, 
The dogs of Albany, of Greece, of Denmark, 


and of Ireland, are larger and ſtronger than 
thoſe of any other kind. In France, Germany, 


Spain, and Italy, the dogs are of various kinds, 


like the men; and this variety ſeems formed by 
croſſing the breed of ſuch as are e from 


various climates. 0 
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fidered as the primitive ſtock from whence 

theſe varieties are all derived. He makes the 
ſtem of that genealogical tree which has been 
branched out into every part of the world. 
This animal ftill continues pretty nearly in its 
original ſtate among the poor in temperate - 
climates; being tranſported into the colder re- 
gions, he grows leſs and. more ugly among the 


Laplanders; but becomes more perfect in Ice- 


land, Ruſſia and Siberia, wherethe climate is leſs 
rigorous, and the people more civilized. What- 
ever differences there may be among the dogs 
of theſe countries, they are not very conſider- 
able; as they all have ſtraight ears, long and thick 
hair, a ſavage aſpect, and do not bark either ſp 
often or ſo 0 as dogs of the 1 more cultivated | 


' kind. © 


The ſhepherd's * tranſported into the 


temperate climates, and among people entirely 


civilized, ſuch as England, France, and Ger- 
many, will be diveſted of his ſavage air, his 
pricked ears, his rough, long, and thick hair, 
and, from the fingle influence of climate and 
food alone, will become either a matin, a 
maſtiff, or an hound. Theſe three ſeem the 


immediate deſcendants of the former; and from 


them the other varieties are produced. * 
The Hound, the Harier, and the Beagle, 
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| ſeem all of the ſame kind; for although the 
bitch is covered but by one of them, yet in hex 
| litters are found puppies reſembling all the 
three. This animal, tranſported into Spain or 
Barbary, where the hair of all quadrupedes be. 
comes ſoft and long, will be there converted 
into the land-ſpaniel, and the water-ſpaniel, and 
theſe of different fizes. 
The Grey Matin Hound, whck i is theſecond 
W tranſported to the north, becomes the 
great Daniſh dog; and this, ſent into the ſouth, 
becomes the grey-hound, of different fizes, 
The fame, tranſported into Ireland, the Uk- 
raine, Tartary, Epirus, and Albania, becomes 
the great wolf dog, known by the mme of the 
Iriſh wolf dog. 6 
The Maſtiff, which i is the third meh, and 
_ chiefly a native of England, when tranſported 
into Denmark, becomes the little Daniſh dog; j 
and this little Daniſh dog, ſent into the tropical 
and warm climates, becomes the animal called 
the Turki/b dog, without hair. All theſe races, 
with their varieties, are produced by the in- 
fluence of climate, joined to the different food, 
education, and ſnelter, which they have received 
among mankind. All other kinds may be con- 
ſidered as mongrel races, produeed by the con- 
currence of theſe, and found rather by croſſing 


the breed than I n to the individual. 
« As theſe are extremely numerous, and very 
different in different countries, it would be al. 
moſt endlefs to mention the whole; beſides, 
nothing but experience can aſcertain the reality 
of theſe conjectures already made, ,although they 
have ſo much the appearance of probabiffty ; 
and until that gives more certain information, we 


muſt be-excuſed from entering more Oy 


into the ſubject. 
« With regard to tb dogs of our country in 
particular, the varieties are very great, and the 


number every day increafing. And this muſt 


happen in a country ſo open by commerce to 


all others, and where wealth is apt to produce 


eaprieious predilection. Here the uglieſt and 
the moſt uſeleſs of their kinds will be enter- 


_ tained merely for their ſingularity; and, being 
imported only to be looked at, they will loſe 
even that ſmall degree of ſagacity which they 


poſſeſſed in their natural elimates. From this 


importation of foreign uſeleſs dogs, our own 


native breed is, I am informed, greatly dege- 


nerated, and the varieties now to be found in 
England much more numerous than they were 
in the times of Queen Elizabeth, when Doctor 


Caius attempted their natural hiftory. Some 
of theſe he mentions are no longer to be found 


77 
th 
4 


. 
| 
$4 
. 14 
1 
1 
Us: 
A by 


OI -- 
6 5 


2 «ys G! EE EITIEINS 
2 2 . » 33 N . 2 NN ERA > > " — Is 2 — _—_— 
r Kr 126 ertrnEG, * eee. ee ( re Pop; * ora names. os your * N eee een — 
by ** E 2 r — 38 . N — RPE ax —"X> = 
* ' 9 YON” MF avs a 2 : 
; : 8 eee, eee eee LE er _—— 


1 


386 ANIMALS OF- lf 


among us, although many have anne been iii 
troduced, by no means fo ferviceable as thoſe 
which have been ſuffered to decay. 1 

He divides the whole race into three kinds; 
The firſt is, the generous kind, which conſiſts 


of the terrier, the harier, and the blood-hound; 
the®aze-hound, the grey-hound, the me; | 


and the tumbler; all theſe are uſed for hunting. 


Then the ſpaniel; the ſetter, and the water- - 


ſpaniel, or finder, were uſed for fowling ; and 


the ſpaniel, gentle, or lap-dog, for amuſement, 


The ſecond is the farm kind; confiſting of the 
ſhepherd's dog and the maſtiff. And the third 


is the mongrel kind; conſiſting of the wappe, 


the turnſpit, and the dancer. To theſe va- 


rieties we may add at preſent; the bull-dog, 


the Dutch maſtiff, the harlequin; the pointer, 
and the Dane, with a variety of lap-dogs, which, 
as they are perfectly uſeleſs, my be conſidered 
as unworthy of a name. 


„The Terrier is a ſmall kind of 3 *, - with 


rough hair, made uſe of to force the fox or the 
badger out of their holes; or rather to give 
notice, by their barking, in what part of their 


Kennel the fox or badger reſides, when the 


ſportſmen intend to dig them out. 
21748 we Harier, | as well as the Fe and 15 
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Wer Pond are ofed: for hunting; of all other 


animals, they have the quiekeſt and moſt di- 
ſtinguiſhing ſenſe of ſmelling. The properly 
breeding, matching, and training theſe, make 


up the buſineſs of many men's lives. 
The Blood-hound was a dog of great uſe, 
and in high eſteem among our anceſtors. Its 
employ was to recover any game that had 
eſcaped wounded from the hunter, or had been 
killed, and ſtolen out of the foreſt. But it was 
ſtill more employed 1 in hunting thieves and rob- 
bers by their footſteps. At that time, when the 
country was leſs peopled than at preſent, and 
when, conſequently, the footſteps of one man 
were leſs croſſed and obliterated by thoſe of 
others, this animal was very ſerviceable i in ſuch 
purſuits; but at preſent, when the country is 
every where peopled, this variety is quite worn 
out; probably becauſe it was found of leſs 
ſervice than formerly. 


The Gaze-hound hunted, like © our grey- 


hounds, by the eye and not by the ſcent. It 
chaced indifferently the fox, hare, or buck. It 


would ſelect from the herd the fatteſt and faireſt 


deer, purſue it by the eye, and if loſt recover 
it again with amazing ſagacity. This ttt 
is no loſt. or unknown, among us. 

The Grey hound is very well known, at pre- 
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| ſent; and was formerly held in ſuch. 
_ that it was the peculiar companion of a gentle. 


5 
ATI. (trot 15 


man; Who, in the times of ſemi-barbariſm, was 


known by his horſe, his hawk, and his grey- 
hound. Perſons under a certain rank of life are 


forbidden, by ſome late game-laws, from keep- 
ing khis animal; wherefore, to e ee the 
8 pr they cut off its taiilUQ8ñ 


The Leymmer is a e 
to us. It hunted both by ſcent and bt and 
was led in a ome or W wer hr 

received its name. oy 
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. The Tumbler waslefs Was che ane wore 


ſeraggy, and had pricked ears; ſo that by the 
deſcription” it ſeems to anſwer” to the modern 
lurcher. This took its prey by mere cunning, 


depending neither on the goodneſs of its noſe 
nor its ſwiftneſs. If it came into a warren, it 


neither barked nor ran on the "rabbits; but, 


| 4 


ſeemingly inattentive, approached ſufficiently 


near till it came within reach, an dieß ſeized 
__ by a ſudden ſpring. 
Fhe Land Spaniel, 'which' prob 
15 name from Spain, where it might babe: Ac- 
quired the ſoftneſs of. its hair, is well known at 
preſent. There are two varieties of this kind; 
| namely, the Slater, uſed" in Hawking to ſpring 
tlie game; nd the Setter, that erouches * 


3 
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oven them. [I have read ſomewhere that the 


taught dogs to ſet; it being an amuſement to 
this day only known in England. EY 

i © The Water Spaniel was: Athen ſpocies 
7 in fowling. This ſeems to be the moſt 
docile of all the dog kind; and this docility is 


ye owing to his natural attachment to 
man Many other kinds will not bear correc- 


RN but this patient creature, though very 


fierce to ſtrangers, ſeems unalterable in his af- 
fecions;:'and, blows und. ill uſage: ſeem vale: to 


increaſe his regard. 


The Lap- dog, at the time of Doctor n 8 


was of Malteſe breed; at preſent it comes from 
different countries; in general, the more auk- 


are-prized. 


told that three of them overcame a lion in the 
times of King James the firſt; two of them 
being diſabled in the combat, the third obliged 
the lion to ſeek for ſafety by flight. | 

vor. III. 1 


27 55 dos i 1 
* it ths TY till the net be drawn | 


famaus poet, Lord Surry, was the firſt who 
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ward or nee thele : the more FOR” 


The Shepherd's Jas: ho hag 1 men- | 
tand and as far the maſtiff he is too common 
to require a deſeription. Doctor Caius tells us, 
that three of theſe were reckoned a match for a 
bear, and four for a lion, However, we are | 
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1 b ich laſt dirifion; Becel of the 


Wappe, the Turnſpit, and the Dancer, theſe 


were mongrels, of no certain ſhape, and made 


. uſe of only to alarm the family, or, being taught 


a variety of tricks, were carried about as a ſhow. 


„ Witz regard to thoſe of later importation, 

the Bull-dog, as Mr. Buffon ſappoſes, is a 
breed between the ſmall Dane and the Engliſh 
maſtiff. The large Dane is the talleſt dog that 
is generally bred in England. It is ſomewhat 


between a maſtiff and a grey-hound in ſhape, 


being more ſlender than the one and much 
ſtronger than the other. They are chiefly uſed 
rather forſhew than ſervice, being neither good 
in the yard nor the field. The higheſt are moſt 


eſteemed; and they generally cut off their ears 


to improve thir figure, us fome abſurdly ſup- 
poſe. The harlequin is not much unlike the 
ſmall Dame, being an uſeleſs animal, ſome what 
| "between an Italian grey-hound and a Dutch 
maſtiff. To theſe ſeveral others might be added, 
ſuch as the pug-dog, the black breed, and the 
pointer; but, in fact, the varieties are ſo nu- 
merous as to fatigue « even the ny ee cu- 
rioſity. * © 
Of theſe of che foreign 8 I I mall mention 
only three, which are more remarkable than 


; any of the os The Lion Dog greatly re- 


* 
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| ſcmbles that im in miniature, from whence 
it takes the name. The hair of the fore-part 


of its body i is extremely long, while that of the 


hinder'part is as ſhort. Thie noiſe is ſhort, the 
tail long, and tufted at the point, ſo that in 


all theſe particulars it is entirely like the lion. 


However, it differs very much froni that fierce 
animal in nature and diſpoſition, being one of 


the ſmalleſt animals of its kind, extremely 


feeble; timid, and inactive. It comes originally 
from Malta, where it is found ſo ſmall, that 
women carry it about in their ſleebdes. 


That animal falſely called the 7 urki/b deg, 
differs greatly. from the reſt of the kind, in 
being entirely without hair. The {kin, which 


— 


is perfectly bare, is of a tleſh colour, with brown 
ſpots; and their figure at firſt view is rather 


diſguſting. "Theſe ſeem to be of the ſmall | 


| Daniſh breed, brought into a warm climate, 
and there, by a ſucceſſion of generations; di- 
: veſted of their hair. For this reaſon, they are 
- extremely chilly, and unable to endure the cold 
of our climate; and even in the midſt of ſum- 
mer they eontinue to ſhiver as we ſee men 9 W 
| froſty day. Their ſpots are brown, as was ſaid, 
well marked, and eaſily diſtinguiſhable. i in ſum- 
mer, but in the cold of winter they entirely 
i — They are called the Turkiſh breed, 
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although brought from a much warmer climate; : 


for ſome of them have been known to come 


from the warmef parts of Africa and the Eaſt | 


Indies. 


.% The laſt variety, and the Mok. Tolderfil 
-of all that 1 ſhall mention, is the Great Iriſh 


: Wolf Dog: that may be conſidered as the firſt 


of the canine ſpecies. This animal, which is 


very rare even in the only country in the world 
where it is to be found, is rather kept for ſhew 
than uſe, there being neither wolves nor any 
other formidable beaſts of prey in Ireland, that 


| ſeem to require ſo powerful an antagoniſt. The 
: wolf dog is therefore bred up in the houſes of 
the great, or ſuch gentlemen as chooſe to keep. 


him as a curioſity, being neither good for hunt- 
ing the hare; the fox, or the ſtag, and equally 
unſerviceable as an houſe dog. Nevertheleſs, 


he is extremely beautiful and majeſtic to ap- 
| pearance, being the greateſt of the dog kind to 


de ſeen in the world. The largeſt of thoſe I 
have ſeen, and 1 have feen above a dozen, was 
about four feet high, or as tall as a calf of a 
Fear old. He was made extremely like a grey- 
hound, but rather more robuſt, and inclining to 


the figure of the French matin, or the great 


i Dane. _ His eye was mild, his colour white, 
and his nature ſeemed heavy and phlegmatic. 
This I aſcribed to his having been bred up to a 
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ze beyond his nature; far we e in man, and 
all other animals, that ſuch as are overgrown 


are neither ſo vigorous nor alert as thoſe of 


more moderate ſtature. The greateſt pains | 
haye been taken with theſe | to enlarge the breed, ; 


both by food and matching. This end was ef- 


fectually obtained, indeed; for the ſize was 


enormous; but, as it (ih to me, at the ex- 


pence of the animal's flerceneſs, vigilance, and 


ſagacity. . However, I was ioformed otherwiſe; 
the gentleman who bred them aſſuring me that 
a maſtiff would be nothing when oppoſed to one 
of them, who generally ſeized their antagoniſt 


by the back: he added, „that they would worry the 


ſtrongeſt bull-dogs, f in a few minutes, to death. 
But this ſtrength did not appear either in their 
figure.or their inclinations; they ſeemed rather 


more timid than the ordinary race of dogs; and 
their ſkin was much thinner, and conſequently 


leſs fitted for combat. Whether with theſe diſ- 


advantages they were capable, as I was told, 


of ſingly coping with bears, others may deter- 


mine; however, they have but few oppor- 


tunities, in their own country, of exerting their 


ſtrength, as all wild carnivorous animals there 


are only of the vermine kind. Mr. Buffon ſeems 


to be of opinion that theſe are the true Moloſ- 


Jan, dogs of the ancients; he gives no reaſon 
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for this opinion; and I am apt to think! it i} | 
grounded. Not to trouble the reader with a 
tedious critical diſquiſition, which I have all 

along avoided, it will be ſufficient to obſerve, . 
that Nemeſianus, in giving directions for the 
choice of a bitch, adviſes to have one of 
Spartan or Moloſſian breed; and among ſeveral 

other perfections, he ſays that the ears ſhould 
be dependent, and fluctuate as ſne runs *. 
This, however, is by no means the caſe with 
the Iriſh wolf. dog, whoſe ears reſemble thoſe 
of the grey-hound, and are far from fluctuating 
with the animal's motions. But of whatever 
| kinds theſe dogs may be, whether known among 
the ancients, or whether produced by a later 
mixture, they are now almoſt quite worn AWAY, 
and are very rarely to be met with even in Ire- 

| land. If carried to other countries, they ſoon 
degenerate; and even at home, unleſs great 
care be taken, they quickly alter. They were 
once employed in clearing the iſland of wolves, 
which infeſted it in great plenty; ; but theſe 
being deſtroyed, the dogs alſo are wing 


'®” * Elige tune curſu facilem, facilemque recurſo, 

In Lacedzmonio natam ſeu rure Moloſſo— 
Renibus ampla ſatis validis, diductaque coxas 
* nimis fluitent in curſibus aures. 
E Now tina: 


— 


vo Kine? nos; 


way, as if Nature meant to blot out the ſpecies, 
when ey bed no Ow” any faryices. to Fer- 
' de ret 
..4*%In ET manner 3 kinds of 3 
fade from the face of Heap that were once 
well known, but are now ſeen no longer. The 


enormous elk of the ſame kingdom, that, by 


its horns, could not have. been leſs than eleven 
feet high, the wolf, and even the wolf-dog, are 


extinct, or only continued i in ſuch a manner as 
to prove their former plenty and exiſtence. 


From hence it is probable that many of the 


nobler kinds of dogs, of which the ancients 
have given us ſuch beautiful deſcriptions, are 
no utterly unknown; ſince among the whole 
breed we have not one that will venture to en- 
gage the lion or the tiger in ſingle combat. 
_ The Engliſh Bull-dog i is perhaps the braveſt of 
the kind; but what are his moſt boaſted ex- 
ploits to thoſe mentioned of the Epirotic dogs 
by Pliny, or the Indian dogs by /AElian. The 


latter gives us a deſcription of a combat between 


A 22 and a lion, r 1 will take leave to 
When N was 1 his eon- 


queſts in India, one of the principle men of 


that country was deſirous of ſhewing him the 


value of the dogs which his country produced. 
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Bringing his dog into the king's. ares he 
ordered-a ſtag to be let looſe before him, which 
the dog, deſpiſing as an unworthy enemy, re- 

mained quite regardleſs' of the animal, and | 
never once ſtirred from his place. His maſter 
then ordered a wild boar to beſet out; but the 
dog thought even this a deſpicable foe, and re- 
mained calm and regardleſs as before. He was 
next tried with a bear ; but ſtilldefpifing his ene- 
my, he only waited for an object more worthy of 
his courage and his force. At laſt, they brought 
forth a tremendous lion, and then the dog ac- 
: knowledged his antagoniſt,” and prepared for 
combat. He inſtantly diſcovered a degree of 
ungovernable ardour; and, flying at the lion 
with fury, ſeized him by the throat, and totally 
diſſabled him from reſiſtance. Upon this, the 
Indian, 1 who was deſirous of ſurprizing the king, 


and knowing the conſtancy and bravery iof his 


dog, ordered his tail to be out off; which was 


eaſily performed as the bold animal was em. 


ployed in holding the lion. He next ordered 
one of his legs to be broken; ; which, however, 
did not in the leaſt abate the dog 8 ardour, but 
he fill kept his hold as before. Another leg 
was then broken; but the dog, us if he had 
fulfered no pain, only preſſed the lion till the 
more. In this oruel nen all his legs were 
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cut off, without Abating his . and at 
lalt, when even his head was ſeparated! from 


his body, rhe jaws ſeemed to keep their for- 


aba A fight ſofcruel did: not fail to affect 
the king with very ſtrong emotions, at once 


pitying the dog's fate and admiring his forti- 


rade. Upon mhich the Indian, ſeeing bim thus 


movell, preſented him with four dogs of the 


ſame kind, chick in ſome meaſure Wa ce 
his fnealinels for the loſs of the former. 


„Thie breed of dogs, however, in dem 5 


is at preſemt very much inferior to What this 
tory feems to imply g fince, in many places, 
inſtead of dogs, they have animals of the cat 
kind for hunting: In iothat᷑ places alſo, this ad- 

mirable and faithful animal, inſtead of being 
applied to his natural uſes, is only kept to be 
eaten. All over China there are dog-butchers, 
and ſhainbles appointed for ſalling their fleth, 


In Canton, partidularly, Itliere is a ſtreet ap- 
pointed for that purpoſe; and Nhat is very ex- 


tradrdinatys Wherever a dog: butehef appears, 


all the dogs of tlie place are ſure to be in full 


ery iafter im; they! know their enemy, and 


perſecute: in iin n far a they are able Along 


the cbaſts of Guinea ctheir fleſh! is eſteemed u 


delicacy by the Negroes gj ahd they willigive one 


& their cos forta dog But, atnamg thisbat- 
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|  'barous and brutal people, ' ſcarce! any thing 
that has life comes amiſs; and they may 


well take up with a dog, fince they conſider 


toads, lizards, and even the fleſh! of the tiger 
Itſelf, as a dainty. It may perhaps happen that 
the fleſh of this animal, which is ſo indifferent 


- ' In the temperate. climates, may aſſume a better 
quality i in thoſe. which are more warm; but it 
is more than (probable that the diverſity is ra- 


ther in man than in the fleſh of the dog; ſince 


in the cold countries the fleſh is eaten with equal 
appetite by the ſavages; and they have their 


| fdog-feaſts i in ps owe PRIOR as We me ours 


for veniſon. ai Sil h . 
An dur ally edi wild Aide that 120 
et the dog are the wolf and the fox; 
_ theſe in their internal conformation. greatly re- 
ſemble each other, and yet in their natures are 
very diſtin, The ancients aſſerted that they 
| bred together; and I am afſured by credible 
perſons, that there are many animals in this 
country bred between a dog and a fox. How- 
ever, all the endeavours of Mr. Buffon to make 
them engender, as he aſſures us, were inef- 
fectual. Por this purpoſe, he bred up a young 
wolf, taken in the woods, at two months old, 
with a matin dog of the ſame age. They were 
dar up together, without any other, 3 ina large 


until tl 
the vie 
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rd, where they had a ſhelter for retiring. 
They neither of them knew any other indi- 
yidual of their kind, nor even any other man 
but he who had the charge of feeding them. 
In this manner they were kept for three years; 
ſlill with the ſame attention, and without con- 


ſtraining or tying them up. During the firſt 
year the young animals played with each other 


continually, and leemed to love each other very 


much. In the ſecond year they began to diſpute 
about their victuals, although they were given 


more than they could uſe, The quarrel always 
began on the wolf's fide. They were brought 


their food, which conſiſted of ' fleſh and bones, 


upon a large wooden platter, which was laid on 


the ground. Juſt as it was put down, the wolf, 
inſtead of falling to the meat, began by driving 


off the dog; and took the platter in his teeth 
ſo expertly, that he let nothing of what it con- 


_ tained fall upon the ground; and in this man- 


ner carried it off; but as he could not entirely 


eſcape, ' he was frequently ſeen to run with it 


wund the yard five or fix times, ſtill carrying 
itin a poſition that none of of its contents could 
fall. In this manner it would continue running, 


only now and then ſtopping to take breath, 
until the dog coming up, the wolf would leave 


the victuals to attack him. The dog, however, 
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was the ſtronger of the two; but as it was more 


gentle, in order to ſecure him from the Wolf's 
attack, he had a collar put round his neck. In 


the third year, the quarrels of theſe ill paired 
aſſociates were more vehement, and their com- 
bats more frequent; the wolf, therefore, had a 


collar put about its neck, as well as the dog, 


who began to be more fierce and unmereiful. 
During the two firſt years, neither ſeemed to 


teſtify the leaſt tendency, towards engendering; 
and it was not till the end of the third, that the 
wolf, which was the female, ſhewed the natural 
_ defire, but without 'abating either in its fierce- 
neſs or obſtinacy. This appetite rather in- 
ereaſed than repreſſed their mutual avimoſity; 
they became every day more intractable. and 
ferocious, and nothing was heard between them 
but the ſounds of rage and reſentment. . They 
both, in leſs than three weeks, became remark- 
ably lean, withopt ever. approaching each other, 
but to combat. At length, their quarrels be- 


dame ſo deſperate, that the dog killed the wolf, 


who was become more weak and feeble; and he 
was ſoon after himſelf obliged to be killed, for, 
npon being ſet at liberty, he inſtantly flew 
upon evexy animal he met, fowls, dogs, and 
even men themſelves not eſcaping his ſavage 
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The ſame experiment. was tried. upon foxes, 
taken young, but with. no better ſucceſs, they 


our learned naturaliſt ſeems to be. of opinion, 
that their natures are too oppolite ever to pro- 
voke mutual deſire. - One thing, however muſt 

be remarked, that the animals on which he 
tried his experiments, were rather too old when 
taken, and had partly acquired their natural 
ſavage appetites, before they came into his poſ- 


ſeſſion. The wolf, as he acknowledges, was 


two or three months old before it was caught, 


and the foxes were taken in traps. It may, 


therefore, he eaſily ſuppoſed, that nothing could 


ever after thoroughly tame thoſe creatures, that 


had been ſuckled in the wild ſtate, and had 


caught all the babitudes of the dam. I haye 


feen theſe: animals, when taken earlier in the 
woods, become very tame; and indeed, they 


rather were diſpleafing by being too familiar 


than too ſhy. It were to be wiſhed that the 
experiment were tried apon ſuch as theſe; and 
it is more than probable that it would produce 
the deſired ſucceſs. Nevertheleſs, theſe expe- 


riments are ſufficient e prove that neither the 


wolf nor the fox are of the ſame nature with 
the dog, but each of a ſpecies perfectly diſtinct, 
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and teig Joint produce, moſt probably un- 
froitful. 8 

The dog, when feſt ink. is not a com- 
| pletely finiſhed animal. In this kind, as in all 


105 the reſt which bring forth many at a time, the 
young are not ſo perfect as in thoſe which 


bring forth but one or mw They are always 
produced with the eyes cloſed;. the lids being 


held togettier; not by ſticking, but by a kind of 


thin membrane; which is torn as ſoon as the 
upper eye-· lid becomes ſtrong enough to raiſe it 
from the under: In general, their eyes are not 
opened till ten or twelve days old. Du: 
ring that time, the bones of the ſkull are not 

| completed, 2 body is puffed up, the noſe is 

. ſhort, and tlie whole form but ill ſketched out. 
In leſs than k month the puppy begins to uſe 
all his ſenſes; and, from thence, makes haſty 
advances to its perfeQtion. . At the fourth 
month the dog loſes ſome of his teeth, as in 
other animals, and. theſe are rene wed by ſuch 

_ as never fall. The number of thefe amount 
to forty- two; which is twelve more than is 


found i in any of the cat kind, which are known 


never to have above thirty. The teeth of the 
dog b being his great arid only weapon, are formed 
in a manner much more ſerviceable than thoſe 
of the former; and thete is ſcarce any quadrs- 


v0 KIND. „ 7, 
| pede chas has a greater facility in rending, 
cutting, or chewing its food. He cuts with his 
inciſors, or fore - teeth, he holds with his four 
great canine teeth, and he che ws his meat with 
his grinders; theſe are fourteen i in number, and 
ſo placed, that, when the jaws are ſhut, there 
remains a diſtance between them, ſo that the 
dog, by opening his mouth ever ſo wide, does 
not loſe the power of his jaws. But it is other- 
| wiſe in the cat kind, whoſe inciſors or cutting 
teeth are very ſmall, and whoſe grinding teeth, 
when brought together, touch more cloſely than 
-thoſe of the dog, and, conſequently, have leſs 
power. Thus, for inſtance, I can ſqueeze any 
thing more forcibly between my thumb and 
fore finger, where the diſtance is greater, than 
between any other two fingers, whoſe diſtance 
\ from each other is leſs. 153 
This animal is capable of das at as 
age of twelve months, goes nine weeks with 
young, and lives to about the age of twelve. 


| % this deferiptian I will beg leave eee 
lars from Linnæus, 451 find them in the original. Vomitua 

gramina purgatur: cacat ſupra lapidem. Album græcum 

antiſepticum ſummum. Mingit ad latus (this, however, not 

till the animal is nine months'old) cum hoſpite ſape centies. 

Odorat anum alterius. Procis rixantibus crudelis, Menſtruans 


| wit cum variis. Mordet illaillos, pan 


» 
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Few quadrapedes are leſs delicate in theit 


food; and yet there are many kinds of birds 


which the dog will not venture to touch. He 


is even known, although in a ſavage ſtate; to 
abſtain from injuring ſome which one might 
ſuppoſe he had every Treaſon to oppoſe: | The 
dogs and the vultures which live wild about 
Grand Oaivo ir Egypt, (for the Mahometan 


1 ine expelled this aſeful animal from human 


ſociety eontinue together in a very ſociable and 


friendly manner#®, As they are both uſeful in 


| devouring 1 ſach carcaſes as might otherwiſe pu- 
trefy; and thus infect the air, the inhabitants 
ſupply them with proviſions every day, in order 
to keep them near tlie city. Upon theſe: oo⸗ 


caſions, the quadrupedes and birds are often 


ſeen together tearing the ſame piece of fleſh, 
without the leaſt enmity; on the contrary, they 


are known to live together with a kind of af- 
ae and: one Dr RES Rags in the lame 


weſt? 505. 5; | 

Although the dog is a voracious 6 yet 
he can hear hunger for a yery long time. We 
have an inſtance, in the Memoirs of the Aca- 
demy of Sciences, of this kind, i in which a bitch 
that had been forgotten in a country-houſe, 
lived forty days, without any « other nouriſhment 


* Haſelqit Her. Paladin, p. 232. 
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celffry tg the dog than food; hé drinks often 


5 Won igt not agundädtiy; and it is commonly be. | 


lieved, that when” abrilged in water, he runs 


mad. This dread malay; ly, the conſequences 
ok which Are 16 well Known, is tlie greateſt 1 in- 
convenietice” that rflilts from, the keeping this 
Kit domeſtic!” But it is 4 diforder by no 
| or: of the ti- 
morods WOüId ſuppolt; the dog has been often 


means fo frequent as the tert 


accufed of madheſs, without a fair trial; and 
{me per ſons Have” been ſuppoſtd to rebeive 


their deaths from is bite, when! either their | 
| own igtoundbetl fears; or Welt natural dir. 
| welt ine tru? We 5 5 


{© « 18 


Th 


3 197 


d N Tk err 


1 be the wolf are 10 a 
Alke intettially; that: the moſt expert anatomiſts 
ive the difference; and it ma 
be afferted alf, that, exterhally; ſome” dogs 
mote"neatly feſemble tue wolf than they dd 
each other: It wWas this fkrong fitnititade' that 
firſt led ſöme ffaturhliſts to eonſider them as 


b the ſame anirhal; and to lee upon the wolf as 
the dog in n freedoms: however; 
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of of #'quilt which ſhe had torn in 
. Pieces Te chöuld ſeem that water is more ne- 
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this opinion is entertained no bene the u- 


tural antipathy thoſe two animals bear to each 


other; the longer time which the wolf goes Z | 


with young than the dog, the one. going over 


an hundred days, and the other not quite ſixty; 
the longer period of life in the former than the 


latter, the wolf living twenty years, the dog 


not. fifteen; all ſufficiently point out a di- 


RinRion, and draw a + line that muſt for ever 


keep them aſunder. 1 


The wolf from the tip of the wal. t + ig 
inſertion of the tail, is about three feet ſeven | 


inches long, and about two feet five inches 


6 high; which ſhews him to be larger than our 


great breed of maſtiffs, which are ſeldom found 

to be above three feet by two. His colour is a 
mixture of black, brown, and grey, extremely 
rough and hard, but mixed towards the roots 
with a kind of aſh coloured fur. In comparing 
him to any of our well known breed of dogs, 
the great Dane, or mongrel grey hound, for in- 
ſtance, he will appear to have the legs ſhorter, 
the head larger, the muzzle thicker, the eyes 


ſmaller and more ſeparated from each other, 


and the ears ſhorter and ſtraighter. He appears, 
in every reſpect, ſtronger than the dog; and the 


length of his hair contributes ſtill more to his 
5 The feature which 2 
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w 


S 


S | 


1 DOG KIND: 307 


cipally diſtinguiſties tlie viſage of the wolf from 
that of the dog, is the eye, which opens ſlant- 


ingly upwards, in the ſame direction with the 1 
noſe; whereas in the dog, it opens more at 


| right angles with the noſe} as in man. The 
| tail alfo, in this animal, is long and buſhy; and 


he carries it rather more between his hind legs 
than the dog is ſeen to do. The colour of the 
eye- balls in the wolf are of a fiery green, and 


give his viſage a fierce and formidable air, 


which his ren n e does by no means | 


contradict &. 


The wolf i is 4D of thoſe cms bo aps 


petite for animal food is the moſt vehement; 
and whoſe means of ſatisfying this appetite are 


the moſt various. Nature has furniſhed him 


with ſtrength, cunning, agility, and all thoſe - 
requiſites which fit an animal for purſuing, 


| overtaking, and conquering its prey; and yet, 
with all theſe, the wolf moſt frequently dies of 


hunger, for he is the declared enemy of man. 
Being long proſcribed, and. a reward offered 
for his head, he is obliged to fly from human 


babitations, and to live in the. foreſt, where the 


few wild animals to be found there, eſcape him 
* The reſt of this hiſtory. of the wolf is taken from Mr. | 


Buffon, and I look rd pep longs ng 


. e e 
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either by their ſwiftneſs or their art; or are . 
plied in top ſmall a proportion to ſatisfy his 

8 rapacity. He is naturally dull and cowardly; j 

| but frequently diſappointed; and; as often re- 
duced to the verge of famine, he becomes in- 
genuous from want, and courageous from ne- 
ceſſity. When preffed with hunger; he braves 
danger,” and comes to attack thoſe animals 
which are under tlie protection of man, Parti- 
cularly ſuch as he can readily; carry away, 
lambs, ſheep, or even dogs themſelves, for all 
animal food becomes then equally agreeable- 


When this excurſion has Tacceeded, he often : 
returns to the charge, until having been bot 
wounded; or hard: preſſed by the dogs or the his 
ſhepherds, he hides himſelf by day in the * 

b thickeſt coverts, and only ventures out at „ 
night; he then ſallies forth over the country, 1 

keeps peering round the "villages; carries off 8 41 

ſuch animals as are not under protection, at- 3 

j tacks the ſheep-folds, ſcratches up and;under- - Fo! 
mines the threſholds! of doors where they are gs 

* | houſed; enters furious, and deſtroys all before 1 

he begins to fix upon and carry off? his prey. mY 

Whew theſe ſallies du not Turceed;ihe then re- 2 

turns to the thickeſt part of the foreſt, content fen 

to purſue thoſe ſmaller animals, which, even — 

10 


when taken, afford him but a ſcanty.:ſupply. 


* 
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He * goes regularly to work, follows by 
the ſeent, opens to the view, ſtill keeps follow- 
ing, hopelels Himſeif of overtaking the prey 
but expecting that ſome other wolf will come 
into his aſſiſtance, and then content to ſhare the 
ſpoil. At laſt, when his neceſſities are very 
urgent, he boldly faces certain deſtruction; he 
attacks women and children, and ſometimes 
ventures even to fall upon men, becomes furious 
by his continual debe and om his life 1 in 
mallneſs. e 

The wolf, as well e as l 
ſo nearly refembles the dog, that hie ſeems mo—-—ꝛ 
delled upon the ſame plan; and yet he only offers 
the reverſe of the medal. If his form be like, 
his nature is ſo different, that he only ꝓreſerves 
the ill qualities of the dog, without any of his 
good ones. Indeed, they are ſo different in 
| their difpoſitions, that no two animals can have 
aà more perfect antipathy to each other. 4 
young dog ſhudders at the fight of a wolf; he 
even ſtruns his ſcent, which, though unknown, 
is fo repugnant to his ffture, that he comes 


trembling to take protection near his maſters - 


A dog who is ſtronger, and who knows his 

ſtrength, briſtles up at the ſight, teſtifies his 

ani moſity, attacks him with courage, endeavours 

to put him to flight, and does all in his Power 
X 3 
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to Re himſelf of a preſence that is hatcful t ta 
him. They never meet without either flying or 
fighting; fighting for life and death, and with; 
out mercy on either ſide. If the wolf is the 
ſtronger, he tears and devours his prey: the 
dog, on the contrary, is more generous, and 


contents himſelf with his victory; ; he does not 
ſeem to think that the body M a dead enemy 


melts well; he leaves him where he falls, to 
ſerve as food for birds of prey, or for other 
wolves, fince they devour each other; and when 
one wolf happens to be deſperately wounded, 

the reſt track him by his blood, and what dure to 
ſhew him no mercy. 


The dog, even' in bis a Ante, Is 5 


cruel; he is eaſily tamed, and continues firmly 
attached to his maſter. The wolf, when taken 
young, becomes tame, but never has an at · 
tachment; Nature is ſtronger in him than edu- 
cation; be reſumęs, with age, his natural dif, 
poſitions, and returns, as ſapn as he can, to the 


woods from whence he was taken. Dogs, even 
of the dulleſt kinds, ſeek the company of other 


animals; they are naturally diſpoſed to follow 
and accompany other creatures beſide them- 
ſelves; and even by inſtinct. without any edu- 
cation, take to the-care of flocks and herds, 


Fhe walf Cn ah ab 
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- tocichy;; he does not even keep much company 
with thoſe of his kind. When they are ſeen in 
packs together, it is not to be conſidered as a 


peaceful ſociety, but a combination for war; 
they teſtify their hoſtile intentions by their loud 
howlings, and by their fierceneſs diſcover a pro- 


ject for attacking ſome great animal, ſuch as a 


ſtag or a bull, or to deſtroy ſome more redoubt- 
able watch-dog.' The inſtant their military ex- 
pedition i is completed, their ſociety 1 is at an end; 
they then part, and each returns in filence to his 
ſolitary retreat. There is not even any ſtrong 
attachments between the male and female; 
they ſeek each other only once a year, and re- 


main but a few days together: they always 


couple in winter; at which time ſeveral males are 


ſeen following one female, and this aſſociation 


is till more bloody than the former: they diſ- 


pute moſt cruelly, growl, bark, fight, and tear 
each other ; and it ſometimes happens that the 


majority kill the wolf which has been chiefly 


preferred by the female. It is uſual for the ſhe 
wolf to fly from them all with him. ſhe has 


] .choſen;. and e this e when the 


reſt are aſleep. 


The ſeaſon for colin Jock not continue. 


above twelve or fifteen days; and uſually com- 


mences among the oldeſt, thoſe which are 
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young being later in their deſireg. The "x 
have no fixed time for engendering they paſs 
from qne female to the ather, beginning at the 
end of December, and ending at the latter end 
- of F ebruary. The time of pregnancy is about 
three months and an half; and.theyoung wolves 
are found from the latter end of April, to the 
beginning of July. The long continuance of 
the wolf's pregnancy is ſufficient to make 3 
diſtinction between it and the dog. did not alſo 
the fiery fierceneſs of the eyes, the how! inſtead 
of barking, and the greater duration of its life, 


leave no doubt of its heing an animal of its own 


particular ſpecies. In other reſpects, however, 
they are entirely alike; the wolf gouples, exactly 
like the dog, the parts are formed in the ſame 
manner, and their ſeparation hindered by the 
ſame cauſe. When the ſhe-wolves are near 
their time of bringing forth, they ſeek ſame 
very tufted ſpot, in the thickeſt part f the fo- 
reſt; in the middle of this Poon make a ſmall 
opening, cutting away the thorns and briars 
with their-teeth, and afterwards carry. thither a 


great quantity. of moſs, which they form into a 


— 


bed for their young ones. They generally 
bring forth five. or ſix, and, ſometimes eyen to 
nine at a litter. The cubs, are brought fortb, 
be thoſe of the bite, with the Fes Shed; 


their, f 
the th 
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the dam Medes them for ſome N and 
teaches them betimes to cat.-fleſh, which ſhe 
Prepare! fox them, by chewing it firſt erlelt, 
Sometime. after.the, brings them ſtronger. food, 
hares, partridges, and birds vet alive. The 
young wolves begin by playing with them, and 
end by killing them. The dam then ſtrips 
them of their feathers, tears them in pieces, 
and gives t gach of them a ſhare, They do not 
leave the den where they haye been littered, till 
they are ſix weeks, or two months old. They 
then follow the old one, Who leads them to 
drink to the trunk of ſome old tree where the 
| water has ſettled, or at ſome. pool j in the neigh- 
bourhgad. If ſhe apprehendds any danger, ſhe 
inſtantly conceals them in the. firſt convenient 
place, or brings them back to their former 
retreat. In this manner they follow her for 
ſome months; when they are attacked, ſhe de- 
ſends them with all her ſtrength, and more than 
uſual ferocity. Although, at other times, 
more timorous than the male, at that ſeaſon ſhe 
becomes bold and. fearleſs; willing perhaps to 


| teach the young ones: future courage by her own 5 


example. It is not till they are about ten or 
twelve months old, and until they haye ſhed 
their firſt teeth, and completed the new, that 
the thinks Me in a rep ſhift. for them: 


* Fl 
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ſelves. Then when they have acquired arms 
from Nature, and have learned induſtry and 
courage from' her example, ' ſhe declines all 


_ future care of them, being again engaged ir in 


bringing up a new progeny. 

The males and females are in a capacity to 
engender when two years old. It i is probable 
that the females of this f ecies, as well as of 
moſt others, are ſboner completed than the 
males; but this is certain, that they never deſire 
to copulate until their ſecond winter; from 
whence we may ſuppoſe that they live fifteen 


or twenty years; for allowing three years for 


their complete growth, this multiplied by ſeven 

them a life of twenty-one; moſt animals, 
as has been obſerved, living about ſeven times 
the number of years which they take to come 
to perfection. Of this, however, there is as 
yet no certainty, no more than of what huntf- 
men affert, that in all the litters there are more 
males than females. From them alſo we learn, 
that there are ſome of the males who' attach 


| themſelves to the female, who accompany her 


during her geſtation, until the time of bringing 
forth, when ſhe hides the place of her retreat 
from the male, left he ſhould devour her cubs. 
But after this, when they are brought forth, 
that he then takes the fame care of them as the 


his ja. 
witho! 
with i 
purſue 
overta 
bites 


mMmence 


he uſes 


| fo ftan 
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5 female, carries them proviſions, and, if the 


dam ſhould PT! to be ne rears them up 
in her ſtead. 
The wolf — grey as 10 38 old, aa 


his teeth wear, like thoſe of moſt other ani- 
mals, by uſing. He fleeps when his belly is 


full, or when he is fatigued, rather by day 


than night; and always, like the dog, is very | 


eaſily waked. He drinks frequently; and in 
times of drought, when there is no- water to 


be found in the trunks of old trees, or in the 
pools about -the foreſt, he comes often, in the 
day, down to the brooks, or the lakes in the 
plain. Although very voracious, he ſupports 
hunger for a long time, and often lives four or 
five days without foul peer he be tapping 


The wolf has — dend ia in 


his fore - parts, in the muſcles of his neck and 
his jaws. He carries off a ſheep in his mouth 
without letting it touch the ground, and runs 


with it much ſwifter than the ſhepherds who 


purſue him; ſo that nothing but the dogs can 
overtake, and oblige him to quit his prey. He 
bites cruelly, and always with greater vehe. 
mence in proportion as he is leaſt reſiſted; for 
he uſes precautions with ſuch animals as attempt 
fo ſtand upon the defenſive, He is ever cow- 
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ardly, and never fights but When under a ne. 
oeſſity of ſatisfying hunger, or making good 
his retreat. When he is wounded. by & bullet, 
he is heard to cry out; and yet, when ſur. 
rounded by the peaſants, and attacked with 
clubs, he: never howls as the dog under corree- 
tion, but defends e . and dies 
- nets be dipell,: vais Eis | 
His nature is, in ares meg — that 
of the dogg he bas: leſs/ſenſjbility. and greater 
dering for whole days and nights together. He 
is in à manner indefatigable; and perhaps of 
all animals he is the moſt difficult to be hunted 
down. be dog is good natured and coura- 
geous; the wolf, though ſavage, is ever fearful, 
If he happens to be caught in a pit-fall, he is 
for ſome time ſo frightened and aſtoniſhed, that 
he may be killed without offering to reſiſt, or 
taken alive without much danger, At that 
inſtant, one may elap à collar round his neck, 
murzle him, and drag him along, without bis 
ever giving the leaſt figns of anger or reſent. 
ment. At all other times he has his ſenſes in 
preat perfection; his eye; his ear, and parti- 
cularly his ſenſe of ſmelling, which is even ſu- 
perior to the two former. He ſmells a carcaſe 
at 1 . 8 * he alſo per- 
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ceives Heis animals a great way off, and fol- 
lovs them a long time upon the ſcent. When- 


ever he leaves the wood, he always takes care 


to go out againſt the wind. When juſt come to 


its extrerhity; he ſtops to examine, by his ſmell, 


on all ſides, the emanations that may come 
either from bis enemy or his prey, which he 
very [nicely diſtinguifſles, He prefers thoſe 
animals which he kills himſelf to thoſe he finds 
dead; and: yet he does not diſdain theſe when 

no better is to be had! He is particularly fond 
of human fleſu; and perhaps, if he was ſuf . 
ficiently: powerfuh; he would. eat no other. 
Wolves have bern ſeen following armies, and 
arriving in numbers upon the field of battle, 
where they devoured ſuch dead bodies as were 


left upon the field, or but negligently interred; 
| Theſe; when onee accuſtomed to human fleſh, 
ever - after: ſeek purticularly te attack mankind; 


amd chuſe to fall upon the ſhepherd rather than 
his flock. We have had a late inſtance of two 
or three of theſe! keeping a whole province, for 
more than a month, in a continual alarm. 
It ſometimes Happens that a whole country 
is called out to extiepate theſe moſt dangerous 
invaders, ' The hunting the wolf! is a favourite 
diverſion among the great of ſome countries; 
and it muſt he confeſſed it ſeems to be the: moſt 
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uſeful of any. "Theſe animals are Aiſtinguithed 
by the huntſmen into the young wolf, the old wolf, 
and the great wolf: They are known by the 
- prints of their feet; the older the wolf the 


larger the track he leaves: Thot of the female 


is narrower and longer then that of the male. 
It is neceſſary to have a very good ſtarter to put 
up the wolf; and it is even convenient to uſe 


every att to encourage him in his purſuit; for 
all dogs have a natural repugnance againſt this 


animal, and are but cold in their efdeavours. 
When the wolf is once put up, it is then proper 
to have greyhounds to let fly at him, in leaſhes, 
one after the other. The firſt leaſh is ſent after 
him in the beginning, ſeconded by a man on 
horſe-back; the ſecond are let looſe about half 
a mile farther, and the third when the zeſt of 


the dogs come up with, and begin to bait him. 


He for a long time keeps them off, ſtands his 
ground, threatens them on all ſides, and often 


gets away; but uſually the hunters arriving 
come in aid of the dogs, and help to diſpatch 


him with their cutlaſſes. When the animal is 
killed, the dogs teſtify no appetite to enjoy 


their victory, but leave him where he falls, a 


frightful ſpectacle, and even in death hideous. 
The wolf is ſometimes alſo hunted with ha- 
riers; but as he always goes ſtraight forward, 
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4 1 holds bis ſpeed for a whole tay toge- 


ther, this kind of chace is tedious and diſagree- 
able, at leaſt if the hariers are not aſſiſted by 


grey-hounds, who may. harraſs him at every 
view, Several other arts have been alſo uſed to 
take and deſtroy this noxious animal. He is ſur- | 
| "rounded and wounded by men and large houſe- - © 
| dogs; be is ſecured in traps; he is poiſoned; by 


carcalles, prepared: and placed for that purpoſe, 
and is caught in pit-falls. Geſner tells us of 


a friar, a woman, and a wolf, being taken in 


one of theſe, all in the ſame night. The woman 


loſt her ſenſes with the fright, the friar his re- 


putation, and the wolf his - life.” All theſe 
diſaſters, however, do not prevent this animal's 


multiplying in great numbers, particularly in 
countries where the woods are plenty. France, 


Spain, and Italy are greatly infeſted with them; 


but England, ireland, * Scotland, are HIPs , 
pily ſet free. | 


King Edgar. is ſaid to. be the ft wh at- 


tempted to rid this kingdom of ſuch diſagree- 


able inmates, by commuting the puniſhment for 


certain crimes into the acceptance of a number 


of wolf's tongues fromeach criminal“. However, 


| ſome centuries after, theſe animals were again 


increaſed to ſuch a degree, as to become the 
- Britiſh e p. 62. 
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| objeet of royal attenttonz act ini Ewart 
the Firſt ited out his mandate to one Peter 
Corbet to ſuperittend and affift in the deſtruc⸗ 
dog of them. They ate it to hase, infeſted 
Ireland Sod Payee tec in Eng. 
hand; however, the oldteſf men in that country 
remember nothing of theſe” arimals; and it is 
| probable that there” Have been Hors there for 
more than a century paſt” Sbotts a ltd is to- 
ay fee. 788 men e gee 
The cblour of this ita differs according 
to the different clitiates where it! is bred, and 
often changes even in the ſame country. Wilde 
the common wolves, which are Bund i rails 
and Germany, there are others with "thicket 
hair, inclining to yellow: Theſe ate more 14: 
vage and leſs noxious than the fortier, neither 
approaching the flocks nor habitatiöns, and 
neiag rather by the chicettian rapine: In the 
nothern climates they are found ſome huits 
black, and ſore! white all over! The former 
are larger and atenger tnan thoſ&of un 5 othe 
kinds. nenne RD 28-916 5 F536 an CORD 
The Wetter 18 very much” diffüſed in every 
part of the world, being found in Alla,” Africa, 
atid in America, as well as Europe. Te woldes 
of Senegal reſemble thoſe of Plaste. except 


that they are ns than thoſe 


af 


- 


„ 


W 


Europe be br Egypt a Lrhaltes PER 
whof of Brera, In the eaſt, the wolf is trained 


up for a ew, being taught to dance ant play 
tricks; ail one af theſe thus educated often 


ſells for four ot five” Hundred crowns. It is - 
faid kat in Lapland the wolf will never attack 


a reiti-deer that is ſeen haltered; for this wary 


animal, being well acquainted with the nature 


of a trap, ſülpects one wherever it perceives 4 


rope. However, when he fees the deer entirely 


at liberty; He ſeldbm fails to deſtroy it. 


. The wolf of North America is blacker and : 


much leſs than thoſe in other parts s of the world, 
ald apptoaches rieater in form to'the dog thari 

| thisſe of the otditiaty' Kind *. In fact, they 
wWoeere macle uſe of as ſuch by the ſavages till the 
Furopeans introduced others; and even flow, 


on tlie remoter liores, or the more inland parts 
of the country, the favages ſtill make uſe of theſe 
animals iti hinting. "They ate very tame and 


gentle; and thoſe of this Nud that are wild are 
neither ſo large nor 16 fleres as an Turopean . 
wolf, nor do they ever attack mankind. They 
86 together in large packs by night to Hunt 
the deer, nie they do as well aß any dogs in 


England; and it is confidently afferted hat one 
e Brookes's Natural Hiſto vol. i. 5. 198. 
Vor. III. FOES 5 


F 1 
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of them is ſufficient to run down a ee, ? 

Whenever they are ſeen along the banks of 
thoſe rivers near which the wandering natives 
pitch their huts, it is taken for granted that 
the biſon or the deer are not far off: and the 
ſavages. affirm that the wolves: come with the 
tidings, in order to have the garbage, after the 
animal has been killed by the hunters. "Cateſby 
adds a circumſtance relative. to theſe ani- 
mals, which, if true, invalidates many of Mr. 
Buffon's obſervations i in the foregoing hiſtory. 
He aſſerts, that theſe being the only dogs uſed 
by the Americans, before” the arrival of the . 
Europeans among them, they have fince en- 
gendered. together, and that their breed has 
become prolific; which proves, the dog and the 
wolf to be of the ſame ſpecies. | It were to be 
withed that this fact were better aſcertained; 
we ſhould then know to a certainty in what a 
degree the dog and wolf reſemble each other, 
as well i in nature as in conformation; 1 we might 
then, perhaps, be enabled to improve the breed of 
our dogs, by bringing them back to their native 

forms and inſtincts; we might, by crofling the 
train, reſtore that race of thoſe bold animals, | 
which the ancients aſſure us were more than a a 
match for the en | 
# Diftionaire Raiſonte, Loup. ; 
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1 this animal n may. b be aſe ah; in North⸗ 
i | America, the wolf of Europe is a very noxious 
animal; and ſcarce any thing belonging to him 
is good, except his ſkin. / Of this the furriers 
make a covering that is warm and durable, 
though courſe and unſightly. His fleſh is very 
indifferent, and ſeems fo be diſliked by all other 
animals, no; other creature being known to eat 
the wolf's fleſh except the wolf himſelf. He 
breathes a moſt feeted vapour from his ja ws, as 
his food is indiſcriminate; often putrid, and 
ſeldom cleanly.” In ſhort; every way offenſive, a 

| lavage aſpect, a frightful howl, an unſupportable | 
- 6dour, a perverſe diſpoſition, fierce habits, he 
| bs t we living, and uſcleſs when dead. 


IHE FOR. 


TE Four vary. exactly reſembles the welk 
| and the dog internally; and although he differs 
* from both in fize and carriage, yet 
when we come to examine his ſhapes minutely; 
there will appear to be very little difference in 
E the deſcription. Were, for inſtance, a painter 
to draw from a natural hiſtorian's exacteſt de- 
ſcription the figure of a dog, a wolf, and a fox, 
without having ever ſeen either, he would be 
| very apt to confound all theſe animals together ; 
dt rather he would be unable to catch thoſe pe- 
. 1 2 2 


3 


” Þ | ANIMALS or THE 0 g 
evliar out- lines that no deſeription en Apply. 


Words will never give any perſon an exact idea 
of forms any way irregular; for although they 


he extremely juſt and preciſe, yet the number- 
leſs diſeriminations to be attended to will eon- 


fbunck each other, and we ſhall no more conceive 


the preciſe form, than we ſhould be able to tell 
when one pebble more Was added or taken 
away from a thouſand; To eoneeive, therefore, 
| How the fox differs in form from the wolf ov 
the dog, it is neceſſary: to ſee all three or at 


leaſt to ſupply the defects of defeription 805 ex- | 


amining tha difference in-a print. 


The fon is of a flenderey make than ld 
and not near ſo large; for as the former is above 

three feet and a half long, fo. the other is not 
above two feet three inches. - The tail of the 


fox alſo is longer in proportion and: more buſhy; 3 
its noſe is ſmaller and approaching more nearly 
to that af the grey · hound, and its hair: ſofter, 
Om the: other hand, it differs from the dog in 


having its eyes obliquely ſituated; like thaſe of 


the wolf, its ears are directed alſo: in: the ſame 


manner as thoſe: of the wolf, and: its head is 
equally. large in proportion to its fize.. E differs 


fill more from the dog in its ſtrong offenſive 
fnell, whichiis peculiar to the ſpecies, and often 
_ the cauſe of their death. However, ſomeareigno- 
- uantly of opinion thatcitwwill keep off infectious 


Pd 
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diſeaſes and they n this animal near theix 
Habitations for that very purpoſe, _ 

I.̃ be fox has fince the beginning been Ss 

for his cunning and hisarts, and he partly merits 

his reputation *. Without attempting to op- 


poſe either the dogs or the ſhepherds, without 


attacking the flock, or alarming the village, 


he ſinds an eaſier way to ſubſiſt, and gains by 


his addreſs what is denied to his ſtrength or 
Courage. Patient and prudent, he waits the 


opportunity of depredation, and varies his con- 
duct with every occaſion. His whole ſtudy is 


his preſervation; although nearly as indefati- 
gable, and actually more ſwift than the wolf, 
he does not entirely truſt to either, but makes 


himſelf an aſylum, to which he retires in caſe 


of neceſſity; where he ſhelters himſelf from 
danger, and brings up his young. 

As among men, thoſe who lead a domeſtic 
life are more civilized and more endued with 
wiſdom than thoſe who wander from place to 


place, ſo, in the inferior rauks of animated na- 
ture, the taking poſſeſſion of an home ſuppoſes 


a degree of inſtinct which others are withoutf. 
The choice of the ſituation for this domicil, 
the art of making it convenient, of hiding its 
e and ſecuring it againſt more powerful 
ET, Buffon, Renard. N Ibid. 
"Fg 


* 
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; animals, are all ſo many marks of ſuberide Kill 
and induſtry. | The fox is furniſhed with both, 


and turns them to his advantage. He generally 
keeps his kennel at the edge of the wood, and 


yet within an eaſy j journey of ſome neighbouring 
cottage. From thence he liſtens to the crowing 
| of the cock, and the cackling of the domeſtic 
fowls. He ſcents them at a diſtance; he ſeizes 
bis opportunity, conceals his approaches, creeps 


flyly along, makes the attack, and ſeldom re- 


turns without his booty. If he be able to get 


into the yard, he begins by levelling all the 


poultry without remorſe, and carrying off a 
part of the ſpoil, hides it at ſome convenient 
: diſtance, and again returns to the charge. 
Taking off another fowl in the ſame manner, 
he hides that alſo, but not in the ſame place; 
and this he practiſes for ſeveral times together, 
until the approach of day, or the noiſe of the 
domeſtics, give him warning to retire. The 
ſame arts are practiſed when he finds birds en- 
tangled i in ſpringes laid for them by the fowler; 
the fox takes care to be beforehand, very ex- 
pertly takes the bird out of the ſnare, hides 


it for three or four days, and knows very ex- 


actly when and where to return to avail himſelf 
of hidden treaſure. He is equally alert in ſciz- 
| ng the youre] hares and rabbits, before they 
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have ſtrength enough to eſcape him, and when 
the old ones are wounded and fatigued he is 


ſure to come upon them in their moments. of 
diſtrefs, and to ſhew them no mercy. In the 
ſame manner he finds out birds neſts, ſeizes the 

partridge and the quail while fitting, and de- 
ſtroys a large quantity of game. The wolf is 


moſt hurtful to the peaſant, but the fox to the 


gentleman. In ſhort, nothing that can be eaten 
ſeems to come amiſs; rats, mice, ſerpents, 


toads, and lizards. He will, when urged by 
hunger, eat vegetables and inſects; and thoſe that 
live near the ſea-coaſts will, for want of other 


food, eat crabs, ſhrimps and ſhell-fiſn. The 


hedge-hog, i in vain rolls itſelf up into a ball to 


oppoſe him, this determined glutton teizes it 
until it is obliged to appear uncovered, and 
then he devours it. The waſp and the wild bee 
are attacked with equal ſucceſs. Although at 
firſt they fly out upon their invader, and ac- 
tually oblige him to retire, this is but for a few 


minutes, until he has rolled himſelf upon the 


ground, and thus cruſhed ſuch as ſtick to his 
ſkin; he then returns to the charge, and at laſt, 
by perſeverance, obliges them to abandon their 


combs; which he e 2 both wax | 


and honey. 


The chace of the fon requires lef preparation 
| 7 4 
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than that of the wolf, and it is alſo more pl llea- 
fant and amuſing, As dogs have a natural re. 
pugnance to purſue. the wolf, ſo they are equally 


alert in following the fox; which chace they 


prefer even to that of the hare or the buck, 

be huntſman, as upon other occaſions, hae 
their cant terms forevery part of this chace, The 
fox the firſt year is called a cub; the ſecond, 4 


Fox; and the third an od fox; 5 bis tail is called 


the bruſb or drag, and his excrement the  billiting, | 


4 He is uſually purſued. by a large "kind of 


harier or hound, aſſiſted by terriers, or a ſmallep |. 
breed, that follow him into his kennel, and at- 
tack him there. The inſtant he perceives him 
ſelf purſued, he makes to his kennel, and takes 5 


c refuge at the bottom of it, where for a while 
he loſes the cry of his enemies; but the whole 

ck coming to the mouth, redouble their ye- 
PEO and rage, and the little terrier boldly 


ventures in. It often happens that the kennel 
is made under a rock, or among the roots of 


old trees; and in ſuch caſes the | fox cannot be 


| dug out, nor is the terrier able to contend with 


him at the bottom of his hole. By this con- 
trivance he continues ſecure; ; but when he can 


be dug out, the uſual way is to carry him! in a 


bag to ſome open country, and there ſet him 


looſe before the hounds. The hounds and the 


# 
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Wen 8 ns and SU EFT ACA he 
runs; and the body being ſtrongly employed, 
the mind has not time to make any re- 
flection on the futility of the purſuit. Wha 
adds to this entertainment is he ſtrong fcen! 
which the fox leaves, that always keeps up a 


8 


full cry; although as his ſcent is ſtronger than | 


that of the bare, it is much ſaoner evaporated. 

His ſhifts to eſcape when all retreat is cut off 
to his kennel are various and ſurpriſing.” He 
always chooſes the moſt woody country, and 
takes thoſe paths that are moſt embarraſſed 
with thorns and briars. He does not dauble, 
| nor uſe the unavailing ſhifts of the hare: ; but 

* in a direct line before the hounds, though 
at no very great diſtance; manages | his ſtrength; 
takes to the low and plaſhy grounds, where the 

ſcent will be leſs apt to lie; and at laſt, when 
overtaken, he defends himſelf with deſperate 
obſtinacy, and fights 3 in filence to the very laft 
gal} 

175 fox, thonch reſembling t * dog i in many 
reſpedts, j is nevertheleſs very diſtinct in his na- 
ture, refuſing to engender with it; and though 
not teſtifying the antipathy of the wolf, yet 
diſcovering nothing more than indifference. 


This animal alſo brings forth fewer at a time 


| than the dog, and that but once a Year. Its 


4 
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" litter is generally from four to fix, and ſeldom 
leſs than three. The female goes with young 
about fix weeks, and ſeldom ftirs out while 
pregnant, but makes a bed for her young, and 
takes every precaution, to prepare for their pro- 
duction. | When ſhe finds the place of their 
retreat diſcovered, and that her young have 
been diſturbed during her ablence, ſhe removes 
them one after the other in her mouth, and en- 
deavours to find them out a place of better ſe- 
_ curity. A remarkable inſtance of this animal's 
- parental affection happened while I was writing 
this hiſtory in the county of Eſſex. A. ſhe-fox 
that had, as it ſhould ſeem, but one cub, was 
unkennelled by a gentleman” s hounds, near 
} Chelmsford, and hotly purſued. In ſuch a caſe, 
when her own life was in imminent peril, one 
would think it was not a time tq conſult the 


ſafety of her young; however, the poor animal, 


braving every danger, rather than leave her cub 
behind to be worried by the dogs, took it up 
in her mouth, and ran with it in this manner 
for ſome miles. At laſt, taking her away 
through a farmer” s yard, ſhe was affaulted by 
a maſtiff, and at laſt obliged to drop her cub, 
which was taken up by the farmer. I was not 
diſpleaſed to hear that this faithful creature 
eleaped the . and at laſt * off in ſafety, 
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The cubs of the fox are born blind, like thoſe 
of the dog; £ they are eighteen months or two 
years in coming to perfection, and live about 
twelve or fourteen W 

As the fox makes war upon all animals, fo. 


| all others ſeem to make war upon him. The 
dog hunts him with peculiar acrimony; the | 


wolf 1 is ſtill a greater and more neceſſitous 
enemy, who purſues him to his very retreat. 


Some pretend to ſay, that, to keep the wolf 


away, the fox lays at the mouth of its kennel 
a certain herb, to which the wolf has a parti- 
cular averſion. - This, which no doubt is a 


fable, at leaſt ſhews that theſe two animals are 


as much enemies to each other as to all the reſt 
of Animated Nature. But the fox is not hunted - 
by quadrupedes alone; for the birds, who know 
him for their mortal enemy, attend him in his 
excurſions, and give each other warning of 
their approaching danger. The daw, the magpye, 
and the blackbird conduct him along, perching 


on the hedges: as he creeps below, and, with their 


cries and” notes of hoſtility, apprize all other 
animals to beware; ; a caution which they per- 
fectly underſtand, and put i into practice. The 
hunters themſelves are often informed by the 
birds of the place of his retreat, and ſet the dogs 
into thoſe, thickets where they ſee them par- 


zn 
ticularly noiſy and querulous, 
the fate of this petty plunderer to be deteſted 
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80 that it i 


by every rank of animals; all the weaker claſſes 
Thun, and all the ſtronger purſue him. 


The fox, of all wild animals, is moſt ſubjet 
to the influence of climate; and there are found 
as many varieties in this kind almoſt as in any 
of the domeſtic animals *. 
faxes, as is well known, are red; but there 
are ſome, though not in England, of a greyiſh 
caſt; and Mr. Buffon aſſerts, that the tip of the 
tail in all foxes is white; which, however, is $ / 
not ſo in thoſe of this country. There are only 
three varieties of this animal in Great Britain 
and theſe are rather eſtabliſhed upon a difference 
of fize'than of colour or form. The grey - hound 
fox is the largeſt, talleſt, and boldeſt; and will 
S ttack a grown ſheep. The maſtiff fox i is leſs, 
hut more ſtrongly built. The cur fox. is the 
ion; he lurks about hedges 
and e e antl is ihe moſt pernicious of 
the three to the peaſant and the farmer. 
In the colder countries round the pole, the | 
foxes are af all colours ; black, blue, grey, 
iron grey, ſilver grey, white, white with red 
legs, white with black heads, white with the 
tip af the tail black, red, with the e and 
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belly entirely white, and laſtly, with'a ripe of _ 
black running along the back, and another 
eroſſing it at the ſhoulders “. The common 


kind, however, is mort univerfally diffuſed than 
any of the former, being found in Europe, in the 


| temperate elimites; of Aſia, and alſo in Ame- 
riea; they are very rare in Afriea, and in the 


countries lying under the torrid zone... Thoſe 
travellers who talk of having ſeen them at Ca- 


licut, and other parts of Southern India, have 


miſtaken the jackal- for the fox. The fur of 


the white fox is held in no great eſtimation; be- 
eauſe the hair falls off; the. blue fox. ſkins are 
alſo bought up with great avidity, from their 
ſcarceneſs but the black fox ſkin is of all others 
| the moſt eſteemed, à ſingle ſkin often felling 


for forty or fifty -erowns. The hair of theſe is 


| fo diſpoſed, that it is impoſſible: to tell which 
way the grain lies; for if we hold the ſkin by 


the head, the hair hangs to the tail, and if we 
hold it by the tail, it hangs down equally ſmooth 
and even to the head. Theſe. are often mads 


ful and warm. In our temperate climate, how- 


ever, furs: are of very little ſervice, there being 


| ſearce any weathet᷑ ſo. ſevere in England from 
| which: our ordinary Slots * nn well 
defend us. 


| © Buffois kad. 
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en þ Tur JACKAL. | 
THE Jackal! is one of the Somme den wild 


ants" in the Eaſt; and yet there is ſcarce 
any leſs known in Eutope; or more confu- 


ſedly deſcribed by natural hiſtorians; '- In ge- 


neral, we are aſſufed that it refembles the fox 


in figure and diſpoſition,” but we are ſtill i ig- 
norarit of thoſe nice diſtinctions by which it is 
known to be of a different ſpecies. It is ſaid to 
be of the ſize of a middling dog; refembling the 
fox in the - hinder” parts, particularly the tail; 
and the wolf in the fore parts, eſpecially the 
noſe. Its legs are ſhorter than thoſe of the fox, 


and its colour is of a bright yellow; or ſorrel; as 


we expreſs it in horſes. This is the feaſon it 
has been called in Latin the golden wolf; a 
name, however, which is entirely unknown in 
the countries where they are moſt common. 


The ſpecies of tlie jackal is diffuſed all over | 


At, and is found alſo in moſt parts of Affica, 
ſeeming to take up the place of the wolf, which 
in thoſe countries is not fo common. There 
ſeems to be many varieties among them; thoſe 


of the warmeſt climates appear to be the largeſt, 


and their colour is rather of a reddiſh brown, 
than of that beautiful yellow by- which the 
_ fnaller jackal are chiefly diſtinguiſhed: 
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N the ſpecies of the wolf approaches 


very near to that of the dog, yet the jackal 


ſeems to be placed between them; to the ſavage 
fierceneſs.of the wolf it adds the impudent fa- 


miliarity of the dog. Its ory is an howl, mixed 


with barking, and a lamentation reſembling that 
of human diſtreſs. It is more noiſy in its pur- 


ſuits even than the dog, and more voracious. 


than the wolf. The jackal never goes alone, 


but always in a pack of forty or fifty together. 


Theſe unite regularly every day to form a com- 
bination againſt the reſt of the foreſt. Nothing 
then can eſcape them; they are content to take 


up with the ſmalleſt animals; and yet, when thus 


| united, 5 they have courage to face the largeſt. 


They ſeem very little afraid of mankind; but 


purſue their game to the very doors, without 
teſtifying either attachment or apprehenſion. 


They enter inſolently into the ſneep- folds, the 


yards, and the ſtables, and, when they can find 
nothing elſe, devour the leather harneſs, boots, 
and ſhoes, and run off with what they had not 
time to ſwallow. . 

They not only attack the living but the Rs 


They ſcratch up with their feet the new- made 


parry and deyour the corpſe how putrid ſoever. 
due, vol, r. > 
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| grounds; follow ar mies und keep in the rear 
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In theſe countries; therefore, where they a a. 
bound, they are obliged to beat tlie earth over 


the grave, and to mis ir w ich thorns, to prevent 


the jackals from ſeraping it away.” They always 
allt each other as well in this employment of 
exhumarion, as in thut of the chace.- While 
they are at this dreary work, they ex hort each 
other by a moſt mournful cry, reſembling that 
of children under chaſtiſement; aud when they 
have thus dug up the body; bey thure is ami. 
cably between them: Fheſe, like all other fa- 
vuge animals, when they have one taſted; of 
human fleſh, can never after reffuin from pur- 
I ſing mankind, They wately the bitrying 


of caravans. They may be cotifidere® as the 
vulture of the quidrapede kind; every thing 
that-ofice had animal life, ſeems: equally agree- 
able to them; the! moſt putrid ſubſtunces are 
greedily devoured dried leather, andluny thing 
tar Has deen rubbed! with greaſe, How infipid 
ever in itſelf, 19" ſuMoiom ee mul the whole 
| 80 down. _ 
_ They hide wem bes in bells by 0a; tvs 
ſeidem appear abroad till night fall, when the 


Jackal thut has firſt Kit upon the ſoent of ſome 
larger beaſt gives notice to the reſt by an how], 


e 
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| that are within hearing, pack in 0 its aſſiſt· 7 92 
ance. The gazelle, ot whatever other beaſt it 
may be, finding itſelf purſued, makes off 
| towards the houſes amd the towns; hoping, by 
E that means, to deter its purſuers from follow- 

ing; but hunger gives the jackal the ame 4 
of boldneſs that fear gives the gazelle, and 

it purſues exen to the verge of the city, and 35 
| often;along the ſtrsets, [The gazelle, however, 
dy this means moſt frequently eſcapes ; for the - 72 
inhabitants fallying out, often diſturb the jack: 
al in the chace; and as it hunts by! the ſcent; 
5 hen onge driven off, it never; recovers it again. 
In this manner, we-ſes how experience prompts 

the gazelle, which is naturally a very timid 
animal, and particularly fearful of man, to 
take refuge near him, confidering him ag tle 
leaſt dangerous enemy, nk often leaping: „„ 
his aſſiſtance. Buß 4 ett: $3 5 be XY 11131 Shs | | 

But man is not the par intruder upon the 
jackal's, induſtry. and purſuits. | The lion; ae. 9 5 
tiger, and the panther, whoſe appetites are ſu :.. 
perior to their ſwifinek,, attend 10 its gell. ande 
follow, in filenes at ſome diſtance behind — 
The jackal purſues. the whole night en 5 
ceafing de keeping up the Wt: hy we 120 | 
| 8 05 Linn&i Syſtema, p. 60. „„ 2 TT, 15 
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5 ANIMALE. or TY 
great prieſorernties: at aft Sinai r 
but juſt at the mument it ſuppoſes itſelf gains; 
_ to ſhare the fruits of its labour, the Mom or ke 
Jeopard : comes ih, ſatihtes himſelf upon the 
ſpoil, and his poor provider muſt be content 
with the bare vatcaſt he leaves behind. It is 
net to be wondered at, ther#fore; if the jackal 
be vordeieds, | ſince it fo ſelddem bas avſuli- 
eiency; nor that it feeds on putrid ſubſtances, 
ORE to fealt on Nhat it has 
newly killed: "Befide theſe enemies, the juckat 
has agether to -cope with, | for between him 
and the dog there is. an irtecenefleable anti- 
pathy, an@ they never part without an engagze- 
ment. Te Indian peaſants öften hace them 
dt we do foxes; and have lehtned, by expe- 
rienee, when they have got a hon or a tiger in 
. their reat! Upon ſuch. 'occafiotis they: keep 
their dops clofs, as they would be 86 mäteh 
for fuch formidable animals, and endeavour to 
bat chem de Bight with their cries. Wpen the | 
Hon is diſmilled, they more caflly cope with the 
ekal, who is as ſtupid- as it is ifhipudent,, and 
3 much better ft for purilingthin ve. 
 rrentitig. Iv femetimes buppens that one of 
_ them Read entiy inte an outhouſe, do feder 
the Poultry, or devour the "furniture," * 
fon hearing * in ON e. at a diſtance, 
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e „ uni the call; 


und thus betrays its own depredations. The 


peuſanti ſklly out upon in, and the fooliſh ani- 


| | wat d "the; Neve, that its india as tos 
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ties between the dog. and the wolf, ſo the 
5 iMis may be conſidered as placed between the 
dag and the fox. This animal has hitherto been 
15 r to be only a variety of the latter; but 
from ths lateſt obſervations, there is no doubt 
| of their being perfectiy diſtinct. The iſatis is 
very common in all the northern countries bor- 
dering upon the ley Sea; and is ſeldom found, 
except in the coldeſt countries. It extremely 
1 reſembles a fox, in the form of its body, and 
ie: its tail; - and a dag, in the make 


of its head, and the poſition: of its eyes. The 


: Info to animals is ſoſter than that of a 


on fox; ſome are blue, ſome are white 


as Geſeripton I have followed Mr. nabe. 
* 3 


4 lealon, and at another of a ruſſet brown. | 
3 the, whole of its hair be two inches 
_ thick, tufted and gloſſy, yet the e 
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: jaw iventirely without an, and he ſkin appears 
bare in that part. 730 R003 J110f © 4 


This a animal can e e coldeſt climates, 5 
- and is chiefly ſeen along tbe coaſtsofithe Icy Sea, : 
and upon the banks of the great rivers that 
diſcharge themſelves therein. It is chiefly fond 
of living in the open country, and ſeldom ſeen 
in the foreſt, being moſtly found in the moun- 
tainous and naked regions of Norway, Siberia, 
and Lapland! It burrows, like the fox; and 
when with” young, tie female retites to her 
0 kennel, in the ſame manner as the fox is Teen to 135 


do. Theſe holes, which are very narrow; and 


extremely deep, have many oütlets. They: are 
kept very elean, and are bedded at the Bottom 
with moſs, for the animal to be more at its eaſe; 
Its manner of Coupling, time of geſtation, and 
number of young, are all fimilar to what isfound 
in the fox; and it "uſually brings forth r the 5 
end of May, or the beginning of June. 
Such ate the particulars in which ein Arima 
Aliffers from thoſe bf the dog kind, and in 
which it feſembles them: but its mbſt ſtriking 
Penlert; remains ſtill to be mentioned; 
namely, its changing its colour, and being Pen f 
at one. time” brown, and at” another perfectly 
white” As was already ſaid, ſome are Hatu- 
nally blue, and) their 8 never nens but 
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ſuchf as TO be white; ate, when brought 
* forth, of a yellow hue, which, in the beginning 
of September, is changed to White, all except 
along the top of the back, along which runs a 
ſtripe of brown; and another eroſſing it down 
the ſhoulders, © at Which time the animal is 
_ called the vd fox; "however, this brown croſs 


—_— diſappears before winter, and then the 


creature is all over White, and its fur is two 
inches long: - this; about the beginning of 


N May, again begins to fall; and the moulting is 


completed about the middle ef July, when the 
iſatis becomes: brown orice more. The fur of 
this SEO] is of no mon unleſs it be Killed i in 


winter, , e e 
i ect IL bas Nein 1. 45 


9 R e is Fine at at's I wall men- 


tion among thoſe of the dog kind, which” it in 
many reſpedts reſembles, although too ſtrongly 
marked to be ſttictly reduced to any type. The 
by ena is nearly of the ſize of a wolf; and has 
ſome fimdlitude to that animal in the ſhape of 
its heal? and bod) 

Ades not appear io differ, except that the ears 


of the hyæna are longer, and more without 
Hair; büt, upon obſerving more cloſely, we 


hall find the head 1 the noſe Tn; and 


The head, at firſt fight, | 
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rent from all other quadrupedes whatloever, in 


2s on che hinder. 
marked with black, diſpaſed in waves down is 


8 fimilitade Want! Wer N the word huving 


having but four toes, aq well on the fore- feet 
Its hair is of a'dirty greyiſh, 


body. Its tail i is ſhort, wath pretty long hair; 


and immediately under it, abeve the anus, 
there is an opening into. a kind of glandular 
pouch, which ſeparates a ſubſtance uf the con · 
| fiſtence, but not of the odour, of giyet. This 
opening might have given riſe to che error of 
the ancients, who aſſerted, that this animal 
was every year, alternately, male and female. 
Such are the moſt ſtriking diſtinctions of the - 
: hyzna, as giyen us by naturaliſts; which, ne- 
5 yertheleſs, convey hut a very confuſed idea of ' 
| the peculiarity of its form. Its manner of 1 hold- 
ing the head ſeems remarkable; ſome what like | 


a dag, purſuing the ſcent, with the noſe near 
the ground. The head being held thus low, 


8 the back appears elevated, 1 ike that. of the hog, 
wich, with a long briſtly band of hair that rum 
all along, giyes it 2 good deal the air of that 


animal; and, it is probable, that, from this 
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| not ſo pointed. The eyes are E. Peg. 
liquely, but more lie thoſe of dog. 
legs, particularly” the hinder,” 'are-longer / 
thoſe either of the dog or he wall; end lik a 
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. one and nenden from bus, which ge - 


ih wr ak * an ede iden of | 
'this animal's figure, deformity, and fiereetels, 
more ſavage and untameable than any other 
guadrupede, it ſeems to be for ever in a ſtate f 


rage or raparity, for ever growling, except 


when receiving its fobd. Its yes then gliſten, 
dhe briſtles of its back all Rand upright, its - 
Head hangs low and yet its teeth appear; ali 
wien give it a mont frightful aſpect, which a 
dxeadful how! terids to heighten; This, which 
I have often heard, is very peculiar: its be- 
Sinning reſembles the voice of à man moan- 
ing, and its latter Part as 11 he were making 4 
violett effort to voniit. As It ig loud and fre» 
quent, it thipht, perhaps, have been ſometimes | 
miſtaken for that of à hutnan voice in diſtreſs, 
and have given riſe to the accvants of the an- 
bients, who: tell us, that the hymna makes its 
ah, to attack unwary travellers, and then to 
Aaeſtroy them! however this be, it ſeems the moſt 
untractable, und, for ite flue, the moſt terrible 
of all other quadrupedes; nor does its courage 
fluall ſhort of its fervoity; it de fands itfelf again = 
ps Jon te tHe EI EI be 


een fails to conquer. 
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oy found chietly inthe moſt deſolate and: ow CU 
8 vated parts of the toned 2008 of hich-/it 
$24 native . It reſides in the caverns af mou atains 
mimi the clefts'of 3 der Fr that it has 
1 formed for itſelf under the earth. Though taken 
never ſo young, it cannot be tamed; it lives by 
CR FLEE  Hepredation, like the wolf, but is much ſtronger, 


— —— —H— — — 
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J 5 couragedus. It ſometimes. attacks 
| wa; carries bff cattle, follows the flock, breaks 
bt ppen the ſheep cots by night, and rayages with | 
_ inſatiable, voracity. Its eyes ſhine. by night; 

S and it is aſſerted, not without great appearance 
F ann. that it ſees; better by night than by 
aAday. When deſtitute of other. proviſion, it 
. 8 Einsen up the graves, and deyours the dead 
bodies, how putrid ſoever, To theſe diſpo- 
tions, which are ſufficiently noxious and for- 
midahble, the ancients have added numberleſs 
© others, Which are long fince known to be fables: 
5 5 as, for inſtance, that the hyana was male and 
1 female alternately; that having brought forth 
aud ſuckled its young, it then changed ſexes for 
4 ear, and became a male, This, as was 
mentioned above, could only proceed from the 
opening under the tail, which all animals of this 
ſpecies are found to have; and which is found 
5 in 117 ſame manner in > a0 ah , e 
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exc cept the PER) There is, in the weaſel 
kind indeed, an opening, buf it is lower down, 

| and not placed above the anus, as in the badgei 

and the by#na.. Some have ſaid that this ani- 


* 


mal changed the colour of its hair at will; 


—— — 
— my 


dthers, that a ſtone was found in its eye, „ b 
Which, put under a as tongue, gave him , 1 

the; gift of p ed Ae have ſaid that he tf 

had no joints ae as which, however, all 1 
25 quadrupades are known to have; and ſome, ii 


that the Thatlow of the hyæna kept dogs from | 

| darkings: 5 Theſe,” among many other abſurdi?⸗- 
ties, have been aſſerted. of this quadrupedes 
ad which 1 mention to: ſhew the natural diſ- 5 

on of mankind, e n 365 are vole 1 
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f e dernden % ee e er 
earnivorous animals, we now come tb a minuter 


dad more feeble clafs, lefs formidable indeed 
wan any of the farmer, but fur more nu- 
merous, and in proportion to their fine, more = 
aQive and emerprining. The weaſel kitid may 


De particularly: diſtinguiſhed. from other. cars 1 


nivoreus animals, by the length and flendernefs 
of their bodies, whiely ape fo figted ab to wind, 
Uke 'wortns, into very ſinall openings; after 
heir prey; and hende alſo they haye receted 
the name of vermine, from their fimilitude to 
the worm in this particular, Theſe animals 
differ from all of the cat kind, in the formation 
andddiſpoſition of their claws, which, as in the 
dog kinds, they can neither draw nor extend 
at pleaſure, as cats are known to do. They 
differ from the dog kind, in being clothed 
rather with fur than hair; and although ſome 
varieties of the fox may reſemble them in this 
particular, yet the coat of the latter is longer, 
ſttronger, and always more reſembling hair. 
"Beſide theſe diſtinRions, all animals of the 
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weak kind have. Wiens Piel neur the ann, 
that either open into it, or beneath it, furniſh- 2 
ing a fubſtance that, in ſame, has the moſt | 
ollen ve fmell in nature, in others, the moſt 
pleaſing perfume. +All of this kind are ſtill 
more markeſl by their habitudes and diſpo- 
| Stions, than their external form; cruel, vora- 
5 gious; and c ardly. they ſubſiſt only by theſt. 
and find their chief protection in their minate» 
neg. © Thoy'are all; from the ſhortneſs of their 
letze, ow in purſuit; and, therefore, owe their 
ſupport to: their patience, aſſiduity, and cun- 
Ring. As their prey is precarious, they live a 
ing, he mene Fan ned if they happen to 
prevent alli de Bei thay begin to 
ſatisfy their appetite, and ſuck the blood of 1 
err 1 Serre e OT OO 0 
TCFFFT v1 brit ; 
These are old Wen eee hide, | 
all the ſpecies of which have à moſt firiking | 
reſemblance to ench other; and be that has 
een one, in ſome meafiire, may be faid to haue 
ſeen all. The chief diſtinction in this -- 
menus cia of animulz) is to be taken fem 
the fize; for no words can glve the mimte ir- | 
, regularities of that outline by which one ſpecies 
is to be diſtinguiſhed from that which is next 
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it. 1 with begil; 4blerefors[: withiths: leaf and 
the beſt known of this kind, and ijſtill marking 

the ſize, will proceed gradually to lar ger 
larger, until we come from the weaſel to the 


\  Slirtony which I take to be the largeſt of all, 


The weaſel will ſerve as a model: for all the 


vreſtz and, indeed the: points iin which they 


_ differ from this little animal, are but very in- 
confiderable; Ren 31813 f Riis nn Enn Þ: 
Phe Weaſel &, e ff « is tlie fda or 
the numerous tribe; its length not excbeding 
ſeven inches, frum the tip of the noſe to the 


mertion of the tail Tbis length, however, 


ſieems to be very great, if We compare it with 
the height of the aniinal, which is not above an 
inch and an half. In meaſuring the wolf, we 
5 find him to be not above once and an half as 
long as he is bigh;, in obſerving the weaſel, we 
ind it near five times as long ag it is high, 
which ſhews an amazin diſproportion. The 
tail alſo, which is buffy, is two inches antl an 
hualf long, and adds tothe apparent length of 
tis little animal's: body. The colour of the 
weaſel is of a bright ved on the back and ſides, 
but White under theithroat and the belly. It has 
| whiſkers like a cat; and thirty enlorteeth; which 
js EEE 
* 15 2 num: Loblog 7 2 ip; 85. I-30] or : 
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alſo ſeem better adapted for: tearing 8 chews 


ing, than'thofe or the cat kind ae. The eyes 
55 ttleo and black. The ears ſhort, broad, N 


and rounlliſſi; - and:iihave: a: fold: at the lower 


appearanca, is, nevertheleſs, a very. formidable 


enemy to.quadrupedes an hundfed times its on 
ſize. It is very common and well known in 


moſt parts of this country; but ſeems held in 
very different eſtimation, in different parts of 


it. In thoſei places where ſheep or lambs are 
bed the weaſel is a moſt noxious inmate; and 
every art is uſed to deſtioy it; on the con- 
trary; in places where agriculture is chiefly fol · 
lowed, the weaſel is conſidlered as a friend that 
thins the number of ſuch vermine as chiefly live 
upon vorn: however, ãm all places, it is one of the - 
moſt untameable and untractable animals in the 
world When kept id a cage, either for the 
purpoſes of amuſement or inſpection, it will not 
touchany part bf its victuals ile any bodylooks | 
on. It keeps im a continual agitation;;and-ſeams - 
frighted ſo much at, th fight of mankind; that 


. it will dic; if not perniitted/to-hide itſelf from 
CE ALD. 2h oo WOW * * 85 e 


part, which makes them look as if they were 

double. Beneath the corners of che mouth, 8 

eaeli jaw, is a ſpot of brown. ilar ene 
This 2 animal, :thoughi very Himinutive ta 


ww. Aria is. QF. 1 (\ 
; Apen For this purpoſe, it ey PR 
| provided, in its cage; with a ſufficient quantity 
c woo or hay; in which it may conceal itſelf, 
and where it may carry uhatever it has got ta 
eat; which, however, it will nat touch until it 
begins to putrefy. In this ſlate it is ſeen ta 


paals three parts of the day in ſireping; and res 


ferves the nne cee ene 9 
eating. ie | 10 f 
e lte dd, fete the digte 4 Ubeniſe the 
time during which it may be properly'ſaid to 
lire. At the appraach of evening, it is ſeen 
ſtealing from its hole, and. erceping about the 
farmer's yard, for its prey. If it enters the 
place where poultry are kept, it never attacks 
theeocks ov the old hens but immediately aims g 
at the young ones. It does not eat its prey on 
the place, but, after killing it by a ſingle bite 
near the bead; and with a wound. ſo ſwall that 
the place: ean ſearcely he perecived; it carries it 
olf to its young; or its retreat. It alſo breaks 
and ſucks the eggs: and ſometimes kills the hen, 
that attempts: to defend them. It is temark- 
ably aftivey and, im a eonſined place, fearce any 
: animab can eſcape it. It will run up the ſides 
auff walls with ſuch favilicy, that no place is ſe- 
eure ſhom it; and its body is ſo ſmall; that 
I” ä eee han what 3 it can wind 
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are more extenſwe; but in winter, it chiefly 
conſines itſeif in harus and farm- yards, where it 


remains till fpring, and where it brings forth 


its young. All this ſeaſon. it makes war upon 


che rats and mice, with ſlill greater ſuceeſd than 


the eat; for being more active and flender, it 


Purſes them into their holes, and, after a hort 
ren dane deltroysthbth. IE evecps alle late 


pigeon holes, deſtroys the young, catches 


 fpavrows, and all kinds of ſmall birds; and, if 


it has brought forth its young, hunts with ftill 


greater boldneſs and uvidity. In ſummer, it 


ventures farther from the houſe; and par- 


ticularly goes into thoſe places where the rat, 
its ehiefeſt prey, goes before it. Accordingly, 


it is found in the lower grounds, by the ſide of 


Waters, near. e Kere mene 
7 in the hoitow of a tree. Rd 


The female takes every 0 | 

Wn bed: for her little! ones: ſhe fines the 
bottom of her hole wird graſs, hay, leaves, and. 
moſs, and generally brings forth from three to 
five at a time. All animals ef this, as welt as 
thoſe of the dog kind; bring forth their young 


with cloſed eyes ; but they very ſbon acquire 


—  KRirength fifficient to: follow the dam in her en- 
| qurfions,” and aſfiſt in her projscts of 'petty | 
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taint che | el 
The weaſel meld more ſtrongly in ſummer 
dbhan in winter; and morè abominably when ir- 
ritated or purſued; than when at its enſe. It 
always preys in filence; and never has a cry ex- 
ck, and then it has d rough kind 
of ſqueaking, which at once eApreſſes reſent- 
ment and pain! Its appetite for animal food 
never forſakes it; and it ſeems even to take a 
; pleaſure in the wicinity of patreiac | 
Buffon tells as f one of; them being found, 
with three young ones, in the carcaſs of a wolf 

that was grown putrid, and that had been hung 
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in thoſe ercatures, when they void their d&xecre- 


ment; for the glands which furniſn this fœted 
; fubtance, | which is of the cqnſiſtente/ of ſuet, 


open directly into che orifice of the anus, and 
ent with the ſtrong efflivia. 


cept when ſt 


© 7 Ic 7 ; 8 Ss Mr; 


mibs a tree, Ml: et 

dod way: Samthif ground. MW 

Jumps inthe ſame mariner upon its prey; and, 
having an extremely limber body, evades the 

attempts of much ſtronger animals to ſeize At. 
This animal, like all of its kind, has a very 

Arolg ſmell; and that of the weaſel is peculiarly 

| footedi; Fhis ſcent is very Jiſtinguiſhable 
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Into this horrid retreat the. weaſel thought 
proper to retire to bring forth her young; ſhe 


had furniſhed the cavity with hay, graſs, and 
leaves; and the young were juſt brought forth 


when they were diſcovered by a peaſant N | 


that way. 
THE ERMINE, os STOAT.. 


NEXT to the weaſel i in ſize, and cerfoctly | 
alike ; in figure, is the Ermine. The difference 
between this and the former animal is fo very 
ſmall, that many, and among the reſt Linnæus, 
who gives but one deſcription of both, have 


. confounded the two kinds together. However 


their differences are ſufficient to induce later 


naturaliſts to ſuppoſe the two kinds diſtin; 
and as their lights ſeems preferable, v we chuſe to 
follow their deſcriptions *#, 

The ſtoat, or ermine, differs from the meals 
in ſize, being uſually nine inches long; whereas 
the former is not much above ſix. The tail of 
the ermine is always tipped with black, and is 
longer in proportion to the body and more fur- 


niſhed with hair. The edges of the ears and 
the ends of the toes in this animal are of a 


yellowiſh white; and although it is of the ſame 
colour with the weaſel, being of a Uichtiſn 


| 1 Buffon. Britiſh Zoology, 
Vor. III. | 2 | 
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| | iapite;; The weaſel, Tike all others of in kink 


does. riot run on equably; but low 


ing; and when it- climbs. a tree; by a Bogle 


ſpring it gets a;good: way from- the: ground. It 


jumps in the ſame mariner upon its prey; and, 


having an extremely limber body, evades the 


attempts of much ſtronger animals to ſeize it. 


* Tbis animal, like all of its kind, has a very 
dots ſmell; and that of the weaſel is peculiarly 
| foxted;; Fhis ſcent is very diſtinguiſhable 


in thoſe ereatures, when they void their execre- 
ment; for the glands which furniſn this fœted 
- fublance, which. is of the conſiſtence of + ſuet, 


open directly into the orifice of the anus, and | 


taint che excreme with the ſtrong effluvia. 
The weaſel ſmells more ſtrongly in ſummer 
than in winter; and more a omi ably when ir- 


ritated or purſued; - than -wheti at its caſe. It 
always preys in filence; and never has a cry ex- 
cept hen ſtruck, and then ĩt has 4 rough kind 
of ſqueaking, which at once expreſſes reſent - 
it and pain, Its appetite for animal food. 


® x x * 


; never forſakes it; and it ſeems even to: 4h C 


pleaſure in che vicinity of patrefaction:, 


Buffon tells as of one of; them being e 0 
g ones, in the carcaſs of a wolf 


with three you 
that was grown putrid, and that had been hung 
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Into this horrid retreat the weaſel thought 
proper to retire to bring forth her young; ſhe 
had furniſhed the cavity with hay, graſs, and 
leaves; and the young were juſt brought forth 
when they were diſcovered by a peaſant paſſing | 
that way. 


THE ERMINE, OR STOAT. 


| NEXT to the weaſel in ſize, and br 
alike in figure, is the Ermine. The difference 
between this and the former animal is ſo very 


ſmall, that many, and among the reſt Linnæus, 


who gives but one deſcription of both, have 


confounded the two kinds together. However 
their differences are ſufficient to induce later 


naturaliſts to ſuppoſe the two kinds diſtinct; 
and as their lights ſeems preferable, 1 we chuſe to 


follow their deſcriptions *. 


The ſtoat, or ermine, differs from the weaſel 
in ſize, being uſually nine inches long; whereas 


the former is not much above fix. The tail of 


the ermine -is always tipped with black, and is 
longer in proportion to the body and more fur- 
niſhed with hair, The edges of the ears and 
the ends of the toes in this animal are of a 
yellowiſh white; and although it is of the ſame 
colour with the weaſel, being of a lightiſn 
* Buffon, Britiſh Zoology, 
Wc. III. | —ä 2 
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brown, and though both this animal, as well 
as the weaſel, in the moſt northern parts of 
Europe, changes its colour in winter, and be- 
comes white; yet even then the weaſel may be 


eaſily diſtinguiſhed from the ermine by the tip 


of the tail, which in the latter is always black. 

It is well known that the fur of the ermine 
is the moſt valuable of any hitherto known; 
and it is in winter only that this little animal 
has it of the proper colour and conſiſtence. In 


fummer, the ermine, as was ſaid before, is 
brown, and 1t may at that time more properly 


be called the float. There are few fo unac- 
quainted with quadrupedes as not to perceive 
this change of colour in the hair, which in 


ſome degree obtains in them all. The horſe, 


the cow, and the goat, all manifeſtly change 
colour in the beginning of ſummer, the old 
long hair falling off, and a ſhorter'coat of hair 
appearing in its room, generally of a darker 
colour, and yet more gloſſy. What obtains in 


our temperate climate, is ſeen to prevail ſtill 


more ſtrongly in thoſe regions where the winters 
are long and ſevere, and the ſummers fhort and 
yet generally hot in an extreme. degree. The 
animal has ftrength enough during that ſeaſon, 
to throw off a warm coat of fur, which would 
but tncommode it, and continues for two or 


türe months i in a ſtate ſomewhat teſenidiing 


the ordinary quadrupedes of the milder cli- 


mates. At the approach of winter, however, 
the cold increaſing, the coat of hair ſeems ro 
thicken, in proportion; from being coarſe and 


ſhort it lengthens and grows finer, while mul- 


titudes of. ſmaller hairs grow up between the 


longer; thicken the coat, and give it all that 


| warmth and ſoftneſs which are ſo much valued 
in the furs of the northern animals. 


It is no eaſy matter to account for this re- 
markable warmth of the furs of northern qua- 
drupedes, or how they come to be furniſhed with 


ſuch an abyndant covering. It is eaſy enough, 
indeed, to ſay that Nature fits them thus for the 
elimate; and like an indulgent mother, when 
| ſhe expoſes them to the rigour of an intem- 


perate winter, ſupplies them with a covering 


againſt its inelemency. But this is only flou- 


riſhing: it is not eaſy, I ſay; to tell how Nature 
domes to furniſh them in this manner. A few 
particulars on this ſubje are all that we yet 


know. It is obſervable among quadrupedes, as 


well as even among the human ſpecies itſelf, that 
a thin ſparingdiet is apt to produce hair; children 
that have been ill fed, famiſhed dogs and horſes, 
are more hairy than others whoſe food has been 


more plentiful, This may, therefore, be one 
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s ub that the animals of the north, in wintes, 
are more hairy thanthoſe of the milder climates, 
At that ſeaſon, the whole country is covered 
with deep ſnow, and the proviſions which theſe 
creatures are able to procure can be but pre- 
carious and feanty. Its becoming finer may 
alſo proceed from the ſeverity of the cold, that 
contracts the pores of the ſkin, and the hair 
conſequently takes the ſhape of the aperture 
through which it grows, as wires are made 
ſmgller by being drawn through a ſmaller ori- 
fice. However this may be, all the animals 
of the-artic climates may be ſaid to have their 
winter and ſummer garments, except very far to 
the north, as in Greenland, where the cold is 
fo continually intenſe and the food fo ſcarce, that 
neither the bears nor , foxes change their ©0- | 
lour *. 
The ermine, as was ſaid, is remarkable among 
_ theſe for the ſoftneſs, the cloſeneſs, and the 
warmth of its fur. It is brown in ſummer, like 


the weaſel, and changes colour before the winter 


is begun, becoming a beautiful cream colour, 
all except the tip of the tail, as was ſaid before, 
which ſtill continues black. Mr. Daubenton 
had one of theſe brought him with its white 
winter fur, which he put into a cage and kept, 
V Krantz's Hiſtory of Greenland, vol. i. p. 72. 
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in order to obſerve the manner, af moulting 


its hair. He received it in the beginning of 
March, and in a very ſhort time it began to ſned 
its coat, and a mixture of brown was ſeen to 
prevail among the white, ſo that at the ninth 
of the ſame month its head was nearly become 


of a reddiſh brown. Day after day his colour 


appeared to extend at firſt along the neck and. 
down the back, in the manner of a ſtripe of 
about half an inch broad. The fore-part of the 
legs then aſſumed the ſame colour; a part of 
the head, the thighs, and the tail, were the laſt 
that changed; but at the end of the month there 


was no white remaining, except on thoſe parts 


which are always white in this ſpecies, particu- 


larly the throat and the belly. However, he 


had not the pleaſure of ſeeing this animal re- 


ſume its former whiteneſs although he kept it 
for aboye two years; which, without doubt, 
was owing to its impriſoned fate; this colour 
being partly owing to its ſtinted food, and 


partly to the rigour of the ſeaſon. During its 


ſtate of confinement, this little animal always 
continued very wild and untractable; for ever 
in a ſtate of violent agitation, except when 


aſleep, which it often continued for three parts 


of the day. Except for its moſt diſagreeable 
(Gent, it was an extremely pretty creature, its 
Aa 
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eyes ſprightly, its phyſiognomy pleaſant, and 
its motions ſo ſwift that the eye could ſcarce aty 
tend them. It was fed with eggs and fleſh, but 
It always let them putrefy before it touched 
either. As ſome of this kind are known to be 


fond of honey, it was tried to feed this animal 
with ſuch food for a while; after having for 
three or four days deprived it of other food, it 
ate of this, and died ſhortly after; ; a ſtrong 


proof of its being 2 diſtin ſpecies from the 
polecat or the martin, who feed upon honey, 


but otherwiſe pretty much reſemble the ermine 
in their figure 'and diſpoſitions. ES 

In the north of Europe and Siberia, thei 
ſkins make a valuable article of commerce, and 


they are found there much more frequently 


than among us. In Siberia they burrow i in the 
fields, and are taken in traps baited with fleſh. 

In Norway they are either ſhot with blunt ar- 
rows or taken i in traps made of two flat ſtones, 
one being propped with a ſtick, to which is 
faſtened'a baited ſtring, and when the animals 
attempt to pull this away, the ſtone drops and 
' eruſhes them to death. This animal is ſome- 
times found white 1 in Great Britain, and is then 
called a white weaſel. Its furs, however, among 
As are of no value, having neither the thickneſs, 

the cloſeneſs, nor the whiteneſs of thoſe which 
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come from Siberia. The fur of the ermine, in 


every country, changes by time; for, as much 
of its beautiful whiteneſs is given it by certain 


arts known to the furriers, ſo its natural colour 


returns, and its former wee can never be 


reſtored 2 


THE FERRET. 

The animal next in ſize to the ermine, is 
the ferret; which is a kind of domeſtic in 
Europe, though ſaid to be originally brought 


from Africa, in Spain, which being a country 


abounding in rabbits, required an animal of 
this kind, more than any other: however this 


be, it is not to be found at preſent among us 


except in its domeſtic ſtate; and it is chiefly 

kept tame, for the purpoſes of the warren. - 
The ferret is about one foot long, being 

nearly four inches longer than the weaſel. It 


_ reſembles that animal in the ſlenderneſs of its 
body, and the ſhortneſs of its legs; but its noſe 


is ſharper, and its body more ſlender, in pro- 


portion to its length. The ferret is commonly 


of a cream colour; but they are alſo found of 


all the colours of the weaſel kind; white, black- 


iſh, brown, and party-coloured. Thoſe that 

are of the whitiſh kind, have their eyes red, as 

is almoſt general with all animals entirely of that 
A a 4 


360 ANIMALS OF THE 


colour. But its principle diſtinction from the 
weaſel, is the length of the hair on its tail, 
which is much longer in the ferret than the 
weaſel. Words will not well expreſs the other 
diſtinctions; and what might take up a page 
in dull deſcrimination, a ſingle glance of the 
eye, when the animals themſelves are * 
ſented, can diſcover. 

As this animal is a native of the torrid 
zone *, ſo it cannot bear the rigours of our 
_ climate, without care and ſhelter; and it gene- 
rally repays the trouble of its keeping, by its 
great agility in the warren. It is naturally ſueh 
an enemy of the rabbit kind, that if a dead 
rabbit be preſented to a young ferret, although 
it has never ſeen one before, it inſtantly attacks 
and bites it with an-appearance of rapacity. 


If the rabbit be living, the ferret, is ſtill more 


eager, ſeizes it by the neck, winds itſelf round 


it, and continues to — its blood, till it be 


ſatiated. 

Their chief ole 4 in warrens, i is to enter he 
holed and drive the rabbits into the nets that 
are prepared for them at the mauth. For this 
purpoſe, the ferret is muzzled; otherwiſe, in- 
ſtead of driving out the rabbit, it would con- 
tent itſelf with killing and ſucking its blood at 

* Buffon, | 
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the bottom of the hole; but, by this con- 


trivance, being rendered unable to ſeize its 


prey, the rabbit eſcapes from its claws, and 


inſtantly makes to the mouth of the hole with 
ſuch precipitation, that it is inextricably en- 


tangled in the net placed there for its reception. 


It often happens, however, that the ferret diſ- 


engages itſelf of its muzzle, and then it is moſt 
commonly laſt, unleſs it be dug out; for, find- 
ing all its wants ſatisfied in the warren, it 
never thinks of returning to the owner, but 


continues to lead a rapacious ſolitary life while 
the ſummer. continues, and dies with the cold 
of the winter. In order to bring the ferret 


from his hole, the owners often burn firaw and 
other ſubſtances at the mouth; they alſo beat 
above to terrify it; but this does not always 
ſucceed; for as there are often ſeyeral iſſues to 
each hole, the ferret is affected neither by the 
noiſe nor the ſmoke, but continues ſecure at 
the bottom, ſleeping the greateſt part of the 
time, and waking only to ſatisfy the calls of 
hunger. 


The female of this ſpecies K*, is ſenſibſy leſs 


than the male, whom ſhe ſeeks with great ar- 


dour, and, it is ſaid, often dies, without being 


admitted. They are uſually kept in boxes, 


- * Buffon, 
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with wool, of which they make themſelves 4 


warm bed, that ſerves to defend them from 


the rigour of the climate. They ſleep almoſt 


eontinually; and the inſtant they awake, they 
ſeem eager for food. They are uſually fed 


with bread and milk. They breed twice a 
year. Some of them devour their young as 


ſoon as brought forth; and then become fit 
for the male again. Their number is uſually 


from five to fix at a litter; and this is ſaid to 


conſift of more females than males. Upon the 
whole, this is an uſeful, but a difagreeable and 
offenſi ve animal; its ſcent is feetid, its nature 
voracious, it is tame without any attachment, 
and ſuch is its appetite for blood, that it has 
been known to attack and kill children in the 
cradle: It is very eaſy to be irritated ; and, 
although at all times its ſmell is very offenſive, 
it then is much more ſo; and its die is me 
difficult of cure 

To the ferret kind we may add an animal 
which Mr. Buffon calls the vanfire, the ſkin of 
which was ſent him ſtuffed, from Madagaſcar. 
It was thirteen inches long, a good deal re- 
ſembling the ferret in figure, but differing in 
the number of its grinding teeth, which 
amounted to twelve; whereas, in the ferret, 
there are but eight: it differed alſo in colour, 


one o 
ferret 
cat wi 
times 
theſe | 
latter, 


© 


on all parts of its body. Of this animal, 
nearly reſembling the ferret, we have no other 


hiſtory but the mere deſcription of its figure; 


and i in a quadrupede whoſe kind is fo ſtrongly 


marked, perhaps this is e er to 1 
eurioſity. 


* 


THE POLECAT. 


: THE Polecat is larger than the wenſal, the 


ermine, or the ferret, being one foot five inches 
long; whereas, the weaſel is but ſix inches, the 


ermine nine, and the ferret eleven inches. 
It ſo much reſembles the ferret in form, that 


ſome have been of opinion they were one and 


the ſame animal; nevertheleſs, there are a 
fufficient number of diſtinctions between them: 


it is, in the firſt place, larger than the ferret; 
it is not quite ſo ſlender, and has a blunter noſe; 
it differs alſo internally, having but fourteen 


ribs, whereas the ferret has fifteen; and wants 


one of the breaſt bones, which is found in the 
ferret: however, warreners aſſert, that the pole- 
cat will mix with the ferret; and they are ſome- 


times obliged to procure an intercourſe between 


theſe two animals, to improve the breed of the 
latter, why by long confinement, is ſometimes 
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phe of a dark brown, and exactly the ſame 
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ſeen to abate of its rapacious diſpoſition, Mr, 
Buffon denies that the ferret will admit the pole- 
Cat; yet gives a variety, under the name of both 
animals, which may yery probably be a ſpurious 
race between the two. 55 

However this be, the polecat ſeems by much 
the more pleaſing animal of the two; for al- 
though the long ſlender ſhape of all theſe ver- 
mine tribes gives them a very diſagreeable ap- 
pearance, yet the ſoftneſs and colour of the 
hair in ſome of them, atones for the defect, 
and renders them, if not pretty, at leaſt not 
frightful. The polecat, for the moſt part, is of 
a deep chocolate colour; it is white about the 
mouth; the ears are ſhort, rounded, and tipped 
with white; a little beyond the corners of. the 
mouth a ſtripe begins, which runs backward, 
partly white and partly yellow: its hair, like 
that of all this claſs, is of two ſorts; the long 
and the furry: but in this animal, the twa 
kinds are of different colours; the longeſt is 
black, and the ſhorter yellowiſh “: *; the throat, 
feet, and tail, are blacker than any other parts 
of the body; the claws are white underneath, 
and brown hey: and its tail is about two 
inches and an half. 

It is very defiratiive to young s game of all | 


* Ray's Synopſis. 


ficient to deſtroy a whole warren ; for, with 
that inſatiable thirſt for blood which is natural 


than it: can devour; and I have ſeen twenty 


hardly perceptible. Their fize, however, which 
is ſo much larger than the weaſel, renders their 


| patches each with a ſingle wound in the head; 
and, after killing a great number, and fatiating 
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kinds: but the rabbit ſeems to be its fa- 
vourite prey; a ſingle polecat is often ſuf- 


to all the weaſel kind, it kills much more 


rabbits at a time taken out dead, which they 
had deftroyed, and that by a wound which was 


retreats near houſes much more precarious; 

although I have ſeen them burrow near a vil- 

lage, fo as ſcarcely to be extirpated. But, in ' 
general, they reſide in woods or thick brakes, 

making holes under ground of about two yards 

deep, commonly ending about. the roots of 
large trees, for greater ſecurity. In winter 

they frequent houſes, and make a common 

practice of AY the. nn and the 
dar., 

The polecat is 8 deſtrudive among 
pigeons f, when it gets into a dove-houſe; 
without making fo much noiſe as the weaſel, 
it does a great deal more mifchief ; it diſ- 


itſelf with their blood, it then begins to think 
* Britiſh Zoology, vol. i. p. 78. + Buffon. 
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of carrying them home. This it carefully 
performs, going and returning, and bringing 
them one by one to his hole; but if it ſnould 


happen that the opening by e it got into 
the dove-houſe be not large enough for the 


body of the pigeon to get through, this mif- 
chievous creature contents itſelf with carrying 
away the heads; and makes a moſt delicious 
feaſt upon the brains. 
It is not lefs fond of EN attacking the 


hives in winter, and forcing the bees away. * 
does not remove far from houſes in winter, as 
its prey is not ſo eaſily found in the woods du- 


ring that ſeaſon. The female brings forth her 
young in ſummer, to the number of five or ſix 
at a time; theſe ſhe foon trains to her own ra- 


- - pacious habits, ſupplying the want of milk, 
which no carnivorous quadrupede has in 


plenty; with the blood of fach animals as ſhe 


happens to feize. The fur of this animal is 


conſidered as ſoft and warm; yet it is in leſs 


_ eſtimation than ſome of a much inferior kind, 
from its offenſive ſmell, which can never be 


wholly - removed, or ſuppreſſed. The polecat 


| ſeems to be an inhabitant of the temperate 
_climates*, ſcarce any being found towards the 
north, and but very few in the warmer la- 


| -* Buffon, 
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dude Tue ſpecies appears to be oonflned in 
Europe, from Poland to Italy. It is certain, 
that theſe animals are afraid of the cold, as 
they are often ſeen to come into houſes in 
winter, and as their tracks ate never found in 
the ſnow, near their retreats. It is probable, 
alſo, that they are afraid of heat, as they are 
Þut 8 ane in the  fouthern elite, 


1 32 
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THE MARTIN. 6 


11K Martin 3 is a larger animal than any of 
he” former, being generally eighteen inches 
long, and the tail ten more. It differs from the 
polecat, in being about four or five inches 
| longer ; ; its tail alſo is longer in proportion, 


and more buſhy at the end; its noſe is flatter ; 


its cry is ſharper and more piercing; its Selur 
are more elegant; and, what ſtill adds to their 
beauty, its ſcent, very unlike the former, in- 
ſtead of being offenſive, is conſidered as a moſt 
pleaſing perfume. The martin, in ſhort, is 
the moſt beautiful of all Britiſh beaſts of prey: 
its head is ſmall, and elegantly formed; its eyes 
lively; its ears are broad, rounded, and open; 
its back, its ſides, and tail, are covered with a 
fine thick downy fur, with longer hair inter- 
1 the * are aſh colour, _ middle of 
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a bright cheſnut, the points black 3 the bead is 
brown, with a flight caft of red; the legs, and 
upper ſides of the feet, are of a chocolate 
colour; the palms, or under fides, are covered 
With a thick down, like that of the body; the 
feet are broad, the...claws white, large, and 
_ ſharp, well adapted for the purpoſes of -climb- 
ing, but; as in others of the weaſel kind, in- 
capable of being ſheathed or unſheathed at 
pleaſure; the throat and breaſt are whi 5 the 
belly of the ſame colour with the » but 
rather paler; the hair on the tail. is very log, 
eſpecially at the end, where it pe much 
| thicker than near the inſertion. 
There is alſo a variety of this animal, Sha 


_ the yellow breafted martin, which. i in no reſpect 


differs from the former, except that this has a 
yellow breaſt, whereas the other has a white 
one: the colour of the body alſo is darker; and, 
a8 it lives more among trees than the other 
martin, its fur is more valuable, beautiful, and 
_ glofly, The former of theſe Mr. Buffon calls 
the fouine; the latter, ſimply the martin; and 
* ſuppoſes them to be a diſtinct ſpecies: : but 
as they differ only i in colour, it is unneceſſary 
to embarraſs hiſtory by a new diſtinction, where 
there i is only. ſo minute a difference. 15 
Ok all wire * the weaſel * the martin 


5 f 


— — 


grace, as well as agility; and there is ſcarce an 
animal in our woods that will venture to oppoſe 


it. Quadrupedes five times as dig are eaſily 
vanquiſhed; the hare, the ſheep, and even the 
wild cat itfelf, though much ſtronger, is not a 


match for the martin: and although carnivorous 
animals, are not fond of engaging each other, 


yet the wild cat and the- martin ſeldom meet 


without a combat. Geſner tells us of one of 
this kind that he kept tame, which was ex- 


tremely playful and pretty; it went among the 


houſes of the neighbourhood, and always re- 85 


turned home when hungry: it was extremely 


fond of a dog that had been bred up with it, 


and uſed to play with it as cats are ſeen to 


play, lying on its back, and biting without 
anger or injury. That which was kept tame 
by Mr. Buffon, was not quite fo ſocial: it u as 
diveſted of 1 its ferocity, but continued without 


| attachment; and was ſtill io wild as to be 
' obliged to be held by a chain. Whenever 


a cat appeared, it prepared for war; and if 
any of the poultry. came within its reach, it 


flew upon them with avidity. Though it was 
tied by the middle of the body, it frequently 


eſcaped: at firſt it returned after ſome hours, 


but without 9 pleaſed, and as 25 it only 


Vol. HL B b 
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is the moſt pleaſing; all its motions ſhew great 
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came to hs fed; the next time it 3 


abroad longer; and, at laſt, went away without 


ever returning. It was a female, and was, 


when it went off, a year and an half old; and 
Mr. Buffon ſuppoſes it to have gone in queſt of 


the male. It ate every thing that was given it, 


except falad or herbs; and it was remarkably 
fond of honey. It was remarked, that it 
drank often, and often flept for two days 


together; and that, in like manner, it was often 


two or three days without ſteeping. Before it 
went to fleep, it drew itſelf up into, a round, 
hide its head, and eovered it with its tail. When 
awake it was in continual agitation, and was 
obliged to be tied up, not leſs to prevent its 
attacking the poultry than to hinder it from 
breaking whatever it came near, by the capri- 
cious wildneſs of its motions. 

The yellow-breaſted martin is much more 
common in France than in England; and yet 
even there this variety is much ſearcer than that 
with the white breaſt. 'The latter keeps nearer 


houſes and villages to make its petty ravages 


among the ſheep and the poultry ; the other 
keeps in the woods, and leads in every reſpect 
a ſavage life, building its neſt on the tops of 

trees, and living upon ſuch animals as are en- 


tirely wild like itſelf. About night-fall it 
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aſuatly quits its ſolitude to ſeek its prey, hunts 
after ſquirrels, rats, and rabbits; deſtroys great 
numbers of birds and their young, takes the 
| eggs from the neſt, and often removes them to 
its own without breaking *. The inſtant the 
martin finds itſelf purſued by dogs, for which 
purpoſe there is a peculiar breed, that ſeem fit 
for this chace only, it immediately makes to 


its retreat, which is generally in the hollow of 


ſome tree, towards the top, and which it is im- 


poſſible to come at without cutting it down. 


Their neſt is generally the original tenement of 
the ſquirrel, which that little animal beſtowed 
5 great pains in completing ; ; but the martin 


having killed and diſpofſeſſed the little architect, 


takes poſſeſſion of it for its own ule, enlarges 


its dimenſions, improves the ſoftneſs of the bed, 


and i in that retreat brings forth its young. Its 
utter is never above three or four at a time; ; 
they are brought forth with the eyes cloſed, as 
in all the reſt of this kind, and very foon come 
to a ſtate of perfection. The dam compenſates for 
her dn deficiency of milk, by bringing them 
eggs and live birds, accuſtoming them from the 
beginning to a life of carnage and rapine. When 
the leads them from the neſt into the : Woods, the 


N Brooks Natural Hiſtory. 4 
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birds at once diſtinguiſh their enemies and at- 


tend them, as we before obſeryed' of the fox, 
with all the marks of alarm and animoſity. 


Wherever the martin conducts her young, a 


flock of ſmall birds are ſeen threatening and in- 
ſulting her, alarming every thicket; and often 
directing the hunter in his purſuit. _ 

The martin is more common in North- 
America than in any part of Europe. Theſe 


animals: are found in all the northern parts of 


the world, from Siberia to China and Canada. 


In every country they are hunted for their furs, 


which are very valuable, and chiefly ſo when 
taken in the beginning of winter, The moſt 
_ eſteemed part of the martin's ſkin is that part of 
it which is browner than the reſt, and ſtretches: 
along the back- bone. Above twelve thouſand 
of theſe ſkins are annually imported into Eng- 
land from Hudſon's Bay, and above thirty 
thouſand from Canada. 


THE SABLE. 


MOST of the claſſes of the weaſel kind 
: would have continued utterly unknown and diſ- 
regarded were It not for their furs, which are 
finer, more gloſſy and ſoft, than thoſe of any 
other quadrupede. Their diſpoſitions are fierce 
and untameable; their ſcent generally offenſive; A 
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and their figure diſproportioned and unpleafing, 
The knowledge of one or two of them would, 

therefore, have ſufficed curiofity; and the reſt 
would probably have been confounded together, 


under one common name, as things uſeleſs and 


unintereſting, -had not their ſkins been coveted 
: by the vain, and conſidered as capable of add- 
ing to human magnificence or beauty. 


Of all theſe, however, the {kin of the fable 


is the moſt coveted, and held in the higheft 
eſteem. It is of a browniſh black, and the 
| darker it is it becomes the more valuable. A 
ſingle ſkin, though not above four inches broad, 
| 3s often valued at ten or fifteen pounds *; the 


fur differing from others in this, that it has no 
grain; ſo that, rub it which way you will, it is 


equally ſmooth and unreſiſting. Nevertheleſs, 
though this little animal's robe was ſo much co- 


veted by the great, its hiſtory till of late was but 


very little known ; and we are obliged to Mr. 
Jonelin for the rt accurate deſcription of its 


form and nature f. From him we learn that 


the ſable reſembles the martin in form and ſize, 


and the weaſel in the number of its teeth ; for 

it is to be obſerved, that whereas the martin has 
chirty- eighth teeth, the weaſel has but thirty- 

four; in this reſpect, therefore, the fable ſeems. 


* Regnard., + Buffon, * xxvii. p . 11 3. 
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make the ſhade between theſe two N | 
being ſhaped like the one, and furniſhed with 
teeth like the other. It is alſo furniſhed with 


very large whiſkers about the mouth; its feet 
are broad, and, as in the reſt of its kind, fur- 
niſhed with five claws on each foot. Theſe 


are its conſtant marks; but its fur, for which 


It 1s lo much valued, is nat always the ſame, 
Some of theſe ſpecies are of a dark brown over 
all the body, except the ears and the throat, 


where the hair is rather yellow; others are more 


of a yellowiſh tincture, their ears and throat, 
being alſo much paler. Theſe 1 in both are the 
colours they baye in winter, and which they 


are ſeen to change in the wN of the 


ſpring; ; the former becoming of a yellow brown, 
the latter of a pale yellow. . In other reſpects 
they reſemble their kind, in vivacity, agility, 
and inquietude; in ſleeping by day, and ſeeking 


their prey by night; in living upon ſmaller 
animals, and in the diſagreeable odour that 


chiefly characterizes their race. 

They generally inhabit along the banks af 
rivers, in ſhady places, and in the thickeſt 
woods. They leap with great eaſe from tree 
to tree, and are ſaid to be afraid of the ſun, 
which tarniſhes the luſtre of their robes. They 


are chiefly 1 hunted in winter for their ſkins, 
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Auring which part of the year they are only in 
ſeaſon. They are moſtly found in Siberia, and 
hut very few in any other country of the world; 

and this ſcarcity it is which enhances their value. 
The hunting of the ſable chiefly falls to the lot 
of the condemned criminals, who are ſent from 
Ruſſia into theſe wild and extenſi ve foreſts that, 
for a great part of the year, are covered with 
ſnow; and in this inſtance, as in many. others, 
the luxuries and ornaments of the vain, are 
wrought out of the dangers and the miſeries of 
the wretched. Theſe are obliged to furniſh a 
certain number of ſkins every year, and are 
puniſhed if the pope: Raney be not pra- 
vided. | 
The ble is alſo killed by the Ruſſian ſoldiers, 
who are ſent into thoſe parts to that end. They 
are taxed a certain number of ſkins yearly, like 
the former, and are abliged to ſhoot with only 
a ſingle ball to avoid ſpoiling the ſkin, or 
elſe with a erofs-bow and blunt arrows. As 
an encouragement to the hunters, they are al- 
| lowed to ſhare among themſelves the ſurplus of 
_ thoſe ſkins which they thus procure; and this, 
in the proceſs of fix or ſeven years, amounts to 
a very conſiderable ſum. A colonel, during | 
his ſeven years ſtay, gains about four thouſand 
_ crewns for his ſhare, and the common men ſix ; 
Or ſeyen hundred each for theirs. 


s Y —- 
——  * 


376 ANIMALS OF THE 


Taz ICHNEUMON. 


THE "> HEE which tons have injudi. 
ciouſly denominated the cat of Pharaoh, is one 
of the boldeft and moſt uſeful animals of all 

the weaſel kind. In the kingdom of Egypt, 
where it is chiefly bred, it is uſed for the ſame 
Purpoſes that cats are in Europe, and is even 
more ſerviceable, as being more expert in catch. 
ing mice than they. This animal is uſually of 
the ſize of the martin, and greatly reſembles it 

in appearance, except that the hair, which is 
of a griſly black, is much rougher and leſs. 
downy. The tail alſo is not ſo buſhy at the 
end; and each hair in particular has three or 
flor: colours, which are ſeen in different diſpo- 


 fitions of its body, Under its rougher hairs, 


there 1s a ſofter fur of a. browniſh colour, the. 
rough hair being about two inches long, but 
that of the muzzle extremely ſhort, as likewiſe 
that on the legs and paws. However, being 
long ſince brought into a domeſtic ſtate, there 
are many varieties in this animal; ſome being 
much larger than the martin, others much leſs; 
ſome being of a lighter mixture of colours, and 
ſome being ſtreaked in the manner of a cat. 
The ichneumon, with all the ſtrength of a 


cat, has more inſtinct and agility; a more uni- 
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verſal appetite for carnage, and a greater va- | 
riety of powers to procure it é“. Rats, mice, 


birds, . ſerpents, lizards, and inſets, are all 


equally purſued; it attacks every living thing 
which it is able to overcome, and indiſcrimi- 
nately preys on fleſh of all kinds. Its courage 


is equal to the vehemence of its appetite. It 
fears neither the force of the dog nor the inſi- 


dious malice of the cat; neither the claws of 


the vulture nor the poiſon of the viper. It 
makes war upon all kinds of ſerpents with great 


avidity, ſeizes. and kills them how venomous | 


ſoever they be; and we are told, that when it 


begins to perceive the effects of their rage, it 
has recourſe to a certain root, which the Indians 
call after its name, and aſſert to be an antidote 


for the bite of the aſp or the viper. | 

But what this animal is particularly ſervice- 
able to the Egyptians for is, that it diſcovers 
and deſtroys the eggs of the crocodile. It alſo 


Kills the young ones that have not as yet been 
able to reach the water; and, as fable uſually 


goes hand in hand with truth, it is ſaid that 
the ichneumon ſometimes enters the mouth of 
the crocodile, when it is found ſleeping on the 
| ſhore, boldly attacks the enemy in the inſide, 


* The reſt of this deſcription is extracted from Mr. * : 


except where marked with commas. 
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and at length, when it has elſeckually deſtroyed ; 
it, it eats its way out again. | 


The ichneumon when wild geworally reſides 
along the banks of rivers; and in times of inun- 


dation makes to the higher ground, often ap- 


proaching inhabited places in queſt of prey. 
It goes forward ſilently and cautiouſly, chang- 
ing its manner of moving according to its ne- 
eeſſities. Sometimes it. carries the head high, 
ſhortens its body, and raiſes itſelf upon its legs; 


fometimes it lengthens itſelf and ſeems to creep 


along the ground; it is often obſerved to fit upon 
its bind legs, like a dog when taught to beg; 
but more commonly it is ſeen to dart like an 
arrow upon its prey, and ſeize it with inevit- 


able certainty. Its eyes are ſprightly and full of 


fire, its phyſiognomy ſenſible, its body nimble, 
its tail long, and its hair rough and various. 
Like all of its kind, it has glands that open 


behind and furniſh an odorous ſubſtance. 
Its noſe is too ſharp and its mouth too ſmall to 
permit its ſeizing things thatarelarge; however, 


it makes up by its courage and activity its want 
of arms; it eaſily ſtrangles a cat though ſtronger 


and larger than itſelf; and often fights with 
dogs, which, though never ſo bold, learn to 


dread the ichneumon as a formidable enemy. 


It alſo takes the water like the otter, and, as We 


are told, will continue under it much longer. 
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This animal grows faſt and dies ſoon. It is 
found in great numbers in all the ſouthern parts 
of Aſia, from Egypt to Java; and it is alſo 
found in Africa, particularly at the Cape of 
Good Hope. It is domeſtic, as was ſaid, in 
Egypt; but in our colder elimates, it is not 
eaſy to bred or maintain them, as they are not 
able to ſupport the rigour of our winters. Ne- 
vertheleſs they take every precaution that in- 
ſtinct can dictate to keep themſelves warm; 
they wrap themſelves up into a ball, hiding 
the head between the legs, and in this manner 
continue to ſleep all day long. Seba had one 
ſent him from the iſland of Ceylon, which he 
permitted to run for ſome months about the 
houſe. It was heavy and ſlothful by day, and 
often could not be awakened even with a blow; 
put it made up this indolence by its nocturnal 
activity, ſmelling about without either being 

wholly tame or wholly miſchievous. It 
climbed up the walls and the trees with very 
great eaſe, and appeared extremely fond of 
ſpiders and worms, which it preferred, probably | 
from their reſemblance to ſerpents, its moſt na» 
tural food. It was alſo particularly eager to 
ſcratch. up holes in the ground; and, this added 
to its wildneſs and uncleanlineſs, obliged our 
naturaliſt to ſmother it in ſpirits, in order 
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to preſerve, and added it to the reſt of his ole 


lection.“ 
This animal was one of thoſe gumilel⸗ wor- 


' ſhipped by the Egyptians, whoconfidered every 
thing that was ſerviceable to them as an ema- 


nation of the Deity, and worſhipped ſuch as the | 
beſt reprefentives of God below. Indeed, if 


we conſider the number of eggs which the cro- 
codile lays in the ſand at a time, which often 
amount to three or four hundred, we have rea- 


ſon to admire this little animal's nſefulneſs as 
well as induſtry in deſtroying them, fince other - 


wiſe the crocodile might be produced in ſuf: 
ficient numbers. to over-run the whole earth. 


THE STINKARDS. 


THIS is a name which our ſailors give ta 


one or two. animals of. the weaſel kind, which 


are chiefly found in America. All the weaſel 
kind, as was already obſerved, have a very 


ſtrong ſmell; ſome of them indeed approaching 


to a perfume, but the greateſt number moſt 


_ inſupportably foetid. But the ſmell of our 
weaſels, and ermines, and polecats, is fragrance 


itſelf when compared to that of the uh and 
the ſtint, which have been called the polecats 
of America. Theſe two are found in different 
parts of America, both differing in colour and 
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fur, but both obviouſly of the weaſel kind, as 
appears not only from their figure and odour, 


but alſo from their diſpoſition. The ſquaſh is 


about the ſize of a polecat, its hair of a deep 
brown, but principally differing from all of this 
kind in having only four toes on the feet before, 


whereas all other weaſels have five. The ſkink, 
which I take to be Cateſpy s Virginia polecat, 


reſembles. a polecat in ſhape and fize, but par- 
- ticularly differs in the length of its hair and 
. colour. 'The hair is above three inches and an 
balf long, and that at the end of the tail above 
four inches. The colour is partly black and 
partly white, varieuſſy diſpofed over the body, 
very gloſſy, long and beautiful. There ſeem 
to be two varieties more of this animal, which 
2 Buffon calls the concpate and the 2orille. 
He ſuppoſes each to be a diſtinct ſpecies: but 
as they are both faid. to reſemble the poleeat in 
form, and both to be clothed with long fur of 
a black and white colour, it ſeems needlefs to 
make a diſtinction. The conepate reſembles the 
Kink in all things except in fize, being ſmaller, 
and in the diſpoſition of its colours, which are 


more exact, having five white ſtripes upon a 


black ground, running longitudinally from the 


i 


head to the tail. The zorille reſembles the 
Sik ha rather: maler and more beauti- 
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3 ANIMALS OF THE 
fully coloured, its ſtreaks of black and white 


being more diſtinct, and the colours of its tail 


being black at its inſertion and white at the ex- 
tremity; whereas in the Kink N are Som of 
one grey colour, Þ— 
But whatever &ifereiined there-may be in the 
PREM? or colour of theſe little animals, they all 
agree in one common affection, that of being 


intoletably fœtid and loathſome. I have already 


obſerved that all the weaſel kind have glands 
furniſhing an odorous matter, near the anus, 


the conduits of which generally have their 


aperture juſt at its opening. That ſubſtance 


which is ſtored up in theſe receptacles, is in 


ſome of this kind, fuch as in the martin, already 
mentioned, and alſo in the genet and the civet, 


to be defcribed hereafter, a moſt grateful per- 


fume; but in the weafel, the ermine, the ferret, 
and the polecat, it is extremely fœtid and of- 
fenſive. Theſe glands in the animals now under 
conſideration are much larger, and furniſn a 
matter ſublimed to a degree of putreſcence that 

3 truly amazing. As to the perfumes of muſk 
and civet, we know that a ſingle grain will dif- 
' fuſe itſelf over a hole houſe, and continue for 
months to ſpread an agreeable odour, without 
_ diminution. However, the perfume of the muſk 
or the civet is . either for * ot 


WEASEL KIND. 2˙ 


duration, to the inſupportuble odour of theſe. 
It is uſually voided with their excrement; and 
jf but a ſingle drop happens to touch any part 
of a man's garment, it is more than probable 
that he can never wear any part of it more. | 
In deſcribing the effects produced by the ex- 
crement of theſe animals, we often hear of its 
raiſing this diabolical ſmell by its urine. How- 
ever, of this I am apt to doubt; and it ſhould 
ſeemto me, that, as all the weaſel kind have their 
excrements ſo extremely feetid from the cauſe 
above-mentioned, we may confider theſe alſo 
as being fœtid from the ſame caufes. Beſides, 
they are not furniſhed with glands to give their 
_ urine ſuch a ſmell; and the analogy between 
them and the. weaſel kind being ſo ſtrong in 
other reſpects, we may ſuppoſe they reſemble 
each other in this. It has alſo been ſaid that 
they take this method of ejecting their excre- 
ment to defend themſelves againſt their pur- 
ſuers; but it is much more probable that this 
ejection is the convulſive effect of terror, and 
tliat it ſerves as their defence without their own 
concurrence. Certain it is that they never ſmell 
thus horridly except when enraged or afrighted, 
for they are often kept tame about the houſes 
of the planters of America without * very 
offenſive. 1 
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The habitudes of all theſe animals are the 
' fame, living like all the reſt of the weaſel kind, 


as they prey upon ſmaller animals and'birds eggs. 


The ſquaſh, for inſtance, burrows like the pole- 
cat in the clefts of rocks, where it brings forth 
its young. It often ſteals into farm- yards, and 
kills the poultry, eating only their brains. Nor 
zs it ſafe to purſue or offend it, for then it calls 
up all its ſcents, which are its moſt powerful 


protection. At that time neither men nor dogs 
will offer to approach it; the fcent is fo ſtrong 


that it reaches for half a mile round, and more 


near at hand is almoſt ſtifling. . If the dogs 


continue to purſue, it does all in its power to 


eſcape, by getting up a tree, or by ſome fuch 
means; but if driven to an extremity, it then lets 


1 fly upon the hunters; and if it ſhould happen 


that a drop of this fertid diſcharge falls in the 
eye, the perſon runs the rifque of being blinded 
for ever *. 

The dogs themſelves inſtantly abate of their 
ardour when they find this extraordinary battery 
played off againft them; they inſtantly turn tail, 


and leave the animal undifputed maſter of the 


field; and no exhortations can ever bring them 


to rally. In the year 1749,” fays Kalm, one 


of theſe animals came near the farm where I 
bo Voyage de Kalm, as quoted by Buffon, vol xxvii. p. 93. 


1 


* 
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1 It was in winter time, during the 
night; and the dogs that were upon the watch, 
| purſued it for ſome time, until it diſcharged 
Augairiſt them. Although I was in my bed a good 
way olf, thought ſhould have been ſuffocated; 
and the cows and oxen themſelves, by their 
lowings, ſhe ted how much they were affected 
by theſtench. About the end of the ſame year, 
i#nother of 'theſe atjithals crept into our cellar, 


but did net exhale the ſnulleſt ſeent, becauſe it 


was not diſturbed. A fookſh woman, however, 
who perceived it at night, by the ſhining of its 
eyes, killed it, and at that moment its ſtench 


With it to ſuch a degree, thut the woman kept 


Her bed for ſeveral days after; and all the bread, 


meat, and other proviſions, that were kept there, 


were ſo infected, that . were öbliged to be 


khrown out of doors.” Nevertheleſs, many of 


This animal tame about their houſes; and ſeldom 
perceive any diſagreeable ſcents, except it is 


Anjured or friglited. They are alſo known to 


ext its fleſhi, which ſome afſert to be tolerable 
Food; however, they take care to deprive it of 


thoſe glands which Wl hortidly offerifive. 
CTY 


Vox. III. 
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che platiters, and the native Americans, keep 
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THE GENET. 


FROM the Gn hk; is "he ml of. 
fenſive animal in nature, we come to the Genet, 
which is one of the moſt beautiful and pleaſing. 
Inſtead of the horrid ſtench with which the for- 
mer affects us, this has a moſt grateful odour; 
more faint than civet, but to ſome, for that 
reaſon, more agreeable. This animal is rather 
leſs. then the martin; though there are genets 
of different ſizes, and I have ſeen one rather 
larger. It alſo differs ſomewhat in the form of 


its body. It is not eaſy, in words, to give an 


idea of the diſtinction. It reſembles all thoſe 
of the weaſel kind, in its length, compared to 
its height; it reſembles them in having a ſoft 
beatiful fur, in having its feet armed with 
claws that cannot be ſheathed, and in its appe- 
tite for petty carnage. But then it differs from 


them in having the noſe much ſmaller and longer, 


rather reſembling that of a fox than a weaſel. 
The tail alſo inſtead of being buſhy, tapers to 
a point, and is much longer; its ears are larger, 
and its paws ſmaller. As to its colours, and 
figure in general, the genett is ſpotted, with 
black, upon a ground mixed with red and grey. 


It has two ſorts of hair, the one ſhorter and 


— 
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Wes the other longer and ſtronger, but not 
above half an inch long on any part of its 
body, except the tail. Its ſpots are diſtinct 
and ſeparate upon the ſides; but unite towards 
the back, and form black ſtripes, which run 


longitudinally from the neck backwards. It 
has alſo along the back a kind of mane or longiſh 
hair, which forms a black ſtreak from the head 


to the tail, which laſt is marked with rings, al- 
ternately black and white, its whole length: 

The genet; like all the reſt of the weaſel 
kinds, has glands, that ſeparate a kind of per- 
- Fame, reſembling civet; but which ſoon flies 
off. Theſe glands open differently from thoſe 
of other animals of this kind; for, as the latter 
have their apertures juſt at the opening of the 


anus, theſe have their aperture immediately 


under, it; ſo that the male ſeems, for this 
reaſon, to the 5 8 _— to be of two 
© ſexes. 

* reſembles the martin very much in its 
habits and diſpoſition ; except, that it -feems 
tamed much more eaſily. Belonius aſſures us, 
that he has ſeen them in the houſes at Conftan- 
tinople as tame as cats; and that they were 
permitted to run every where about, without 


doing the leaſt miſchief. For this reaſon Wy 
Buffon, vol; xix. p. 187, 
C0 2. 
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have been called the cats of (Conflantingple; 
although they have little elſe in common with 
that animal, except their {il in ſpying out and . 
dleſtroying vermine. Naturaliſts pretend that 
it inhabits only the moiſter grounds, and chiefly 
reſides along the banks of rivers, having never 
been found in mountains, nor dry places. The 
ſpecies is not much diffuſed; it is not to be 
found in any part of Europe, except Spain and 
Turkey; it requires a warm climate to ſubſiſt 
and multiply in; and yet it is not to be found 
in the warmer regions either of India or Africa. 
From ſuch as have ſeen its uſes at Conſtanti- 
nople, I learn, that it is one of the moſt beanti- 
ful, cleanly, and induſtrious animals in the 
world; that it keeps whatever houſe it is in, 
perfectly free from mice and rats, which cannot 
endure its ſmell. Add to this, its nature is 
mild and gentle, its colours various and gloſſy, 
its fur valuable; and, upon the whole, it ſeem 
to be one of thoſe animals that, with proper 
care, might be prop: amongſt us, and 
might become one of. the moſt ann. of 
our 3 7: ant} | 
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to the Civet, Sihiok is much larger than any of 
the former ; for as the martin is not above ſix- 
teen inches long, the civet is found to be above 
thirty. Mr. Buffon diſtinguiſhes this ſpecies 


into two kinds; one of which he calls the civet, 


differs from the former in having the body 


longer and more flender, the noſe ſmaller, the 


ears longer and broader: no mane or long hair 
running down the back in the latter; and the 
tail is longer and better 'marked with rings of 
different. colours, from one end to the other. 


Theſe are the differences which have induced 


this great naturaliſt to ſuppoſe them animals of 


diſtinct ſpecies; and to allot each a ſeparate . 


deſcription. How. far future experience may 
confirm- this conjecture, time muſt diſcover; 


but certain it is, that if ſuch ſmall varieties 


make a ſeparate claſs, there may be many other 
animals equally entitled to peculiar diſtinction 


that now are claſſed together. We ſhall, 


therefore, content ourſelves, at preſent, with 


| conſidering, as former naturaliſts have done, 
_ theſe two merely as varieties of the ſame animal, 
and only altered in Sure by e food, 


or education. 
The civet reſembles kits of the weak 
ind in the long ſlenderneſs of its * the 
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ſhcktneſ of its legs, the odorous matter that 
exudes from the glands behind, the ſoftneſs of 
its fur, the number of its claws, and their inca- 
Pacity of being ſneathed. It differs from them 
in being much larger than any hithertodeſcribed 
in having the noſe lengthened, ſo as to reſemble 
that of the fox; the tail long, and tapering 
to a point; and its ears ſtraight, like thoſe of 
a cat. The colour of the civet varies: it is com- 
monly aſh, ſpotted with black; though it is 
whiter in the female, tending to yellow; and 
the ſpots are much larger, like thoſe of a 
panther. The colour on the belly, and under 
the throat, is black; whereas the other parts of 
the body are black or.ſtreaked with grey. This 
animal varies in its colour, being ſometimes 
| ſtreaked, as in our kind of cats called.tabdies, 
It has whiſkers, like the reſt of its kind; and 
its eye 1s black and beautiful. | 

The opening of the pouch or bag, which i 3 
the receptacle of the civet, differs from that of 
the reſt of the weaſel kind, not opening into 
but under the anus. Beſides this opening, 
which is large, there is ſtill another lower down; 
but for what purpoſes deſigned, is not known. 
The pouch itſelf is about two inches and an 
half broad, and two lig; its opening makes a 
chin. from the top downwards, that is hook 


two inches and an half long; and it is covered 


on the edges, and within, with ſhort hair: 
when the two ſides are drawn aſunder, the in- 
ward cavity may be ſeen, large enough to hold 
a ſmall pullet's egg; all round this are ſmall 


glands, opening and furniſhing that ſtrong 


perfume which is ſo well known, and is found 
in this pouch, of the colour and conſiſtence of 
pomatum. Thoſe who make it their buſineſs 
to breed theſe animals for their perfume, uſu- 
ally take it from them twice or thrice a week, 
and ſometimes oftner. The animal is kept in 
a long ſort of a box, in which it cannot turn 
round; The perſon, therefore, opens this box 
behind, drags the animal backwards by the 
tail, keeps it in this poſition by a bar before, 
and, with a wooden ſpoon, takes the civet 


from the pouch, as carefully as he can; then 


lets the tail go, and ſhuts the box-again. The 
perfume, thus procured, is put into a veſſel, 
which he takes care to keep ſhut; and when a 
ſufficient quantity is e it is ſold to very 
great advantage. 

The civet *, although a native of the 
warmeſt elimatin is found yet to live in tem- 
perate, and even cold countries, provided it be 
defended carefully from the i injuries of the air. 

Z Buffon. vol. xix. 


C04 


* 

| 

N 

4 

1 
51 - 
1 


of 1 i» 
neat * 2 
— > AMS 


5 
39 | ANIMALS O THE 


| Wherefore, it is not only: breed among: thy 
Turks, the Indiang, and Africans, but great 
numbers of theſe animals are alſo bred in Hol- 
land, where this ſeraping people make no ſmall 
gain of its perfume. The perfume of Amſterdam: 
is reckoned the pureſt of any; the people of 
 ather countries adulterating it with gums, and 
other matters, which diminiſh its value, but 
increaſe its weight. The quantity which afingle 
animal affords generally. depends upon its 


bealth and nouriſhment. It gives more in-pito- 


portion as it is more delicately and abundantly 
fed. Raw fleſh, haſhed ſmall, eggs, rice, birds, 
young fowls, and-particularly fiſh, are the kinds 
of food the civet moſt. delights in. Theſe are 
to be changed and altered, to ſuit and entice its 
appetite, and continue its health; It gets. but 

very little water; and although i it drinks but 
. "rarely, yet it makes. urine, very- frequently; | 
and, upon ſuch occaſions, we cannot, as in 
other animals, Gftingaith the. male from the 


The perfume of the civet is o i that is 


_ communicates. itſelf to all parts, of the animal's 


body; the fur is impregnated thereby, and the 
kin penetrated to ſuch a degree tliat it con · 
tinues to preſerve the odour for a long time aſter 


it is ſtript off, If 9 _— up with one | 
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ar em i in a: cloſe room, he cannot dss the: 
perfume, which is fo capioudly diffuſed. When 
| the animal is. irritated, as in all the wenſel Kind, 
its ſeent is much more violent than ordmary; 
and if it be turmented ſo as to make it feat, 
this alſo ia a frong perfume, and ſerves to adul- 
' terate or increaſe, what is other wiſe obtained 
from it. In general, it is ſold in Holland, for 
about fifty ſhillings. an ounce: though, like all 
other commodities, its value alters in propor- 
tien to. the Civet muſt be choſen 


NeW, - of a good aeg a whitiſh colour, 


and a firong, difagreeable ſmelłl. There is ſtill 
a very confiderable traffie carried on from 
Buſſerab, Calicut, and other places in India. 
where the animal that produces it is bred; 
from the Levant alſo, from Guinea, and 
eſpecially from Braſil, in South America, al-. 
| though Mr. Buffon is of opinion that the ani. 
mal is a natiye only of the Old Continent, and 
not to be found wild in the New. The beſt 
civet, however, is farniſhed, as was obſerved, 
by the Dutch, though nat in ſuch quantities at 
| preſant as ſore years paſt, when this perfume 
was more in faſhion. Civet is a much more 


grateful perfume than muik,, to which it has - 


ſome reſemblance; and was ſome years ago 


a But, 
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at preſent, it is quite diſcontitued in pre- 


ſeription; and perſons of taſte or elegance ſeem 


to proſeribe it even from the toilet. Perfumes, 


like dreſs, have their viciſſitudes; muſk was in 
peculiar repute, until diſplaced by civet; both 
gave ground, upon diſcovering the manner of 
preparing ambergris; and even this is now 
diſuſed for the leſs powerful vegetable kinds of 
fragrance, ſpirit of lavender, or otter of roſes. 


As to the reſt, the civet is {aid to be a wild 


kerce animal; and, although ſometimes tamed, 


is never thoroughly familiar. Its teeth are 


ſtrong and cutting, although its claws be feeble 


and inflexible. It is light and active, and lives 
by prey, as the reſt of its kind, purſuing birds, 


and other ſmall animals that it is able to overs 
come. They are ſometimes ſeen ftealing into 
| the yards and outhouſes, to feize upon the 
poultry: their eyes ſhine in the night, and it is 
very probable that they ſee better in the dark 


than by day. When they tail of animal food, 


they are found to ſubſiſt upon roots and fruits, 
and very ſeldom drink; for which reaſon they 
are never found near great waters. They breed 
very faſt in their native elimates, where the 
heat ſeems to conduce to their propagation; 
but in our temperate latitudes, although they 
furniſh their purfume in great quantities, yet 
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they are not found to multiply. —A . that 
their perfume has no _ _ * appe⸗ ; 
| * for generation, . 


THE GLUTTON. 


I WILL add but one animal more to this 
numerous claſs of the weaſel kind; namely, 
the Glutton; which, for ſeveral reaſons, ſeems . 
to belong to this tribe, and this only. We 
have hitherto had no preciſe deſcription of this 
quadrupede; ſome reſembling it to a badger, 
ſome to a fox, and ſome to an hyæna. Lin- 
| neus places it among the weaſels, from the 

fimilitude of its teeth; it ſhould ſeem to me to 
reſemble this animal ſtill more, from the great 
length of its body, and the ſhortneſs of its legs, 
from the ſoftneſs of its fur, its diſagreeable ſcent, 
and its inſatiable appetite for animal food. Mr. 
Klein, who ſaw one of them which was brought 
alive from Siberia, aſſures us, that it was about 
three feet long“, and about a foot and an half 
high. If we compare theſe dimenſions with 
thoſe' of other animals, we ſhall find; that they 
approach more nearly to the claſs we are at 


* He ſays it was an ell, eight inches long; I have, therefore, 
given its length as ſuppoſing it to be a Flemiſh * which ĩs 
twenty-ſeven Oe 
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——ů— ober; and thatths 
_ -  gluttorr may very juſtiy be conceived under the 
form of a great overgrown weaſel. Its x 
its ears, its teeth, and its long buſhy tail, are 


entirely ſimilar; and as to what is ſaid of its 


being rather corpulent than ſlender, it is moſt _ 
hrobahle that thoſe who deſcribed it thus ſaw. 
it after eating, at which time its belly we are 
aſſured is. moſt monſtrouſly diſtended: however 
ſuſpending all certainty upon thi jeQ, I 
will take leave rather to follow Linoeus than 13 
Buffon in d- ing this animal; and leave 
future experience to judge between them. 
The glutton, which is ſo called from its vo- 
raciaus appetite, -is an animal found as well in 
the north of Europe and Siberia, as in the 
north parts of America, where it has the name 
of the carcqiau. Amidſt the variety or deſcrip- 
tions which have been given of it, no very juſt 
idea can he formed of its figure; .and, jndeed, 
ſoms naturaliſts, amang, whom was Ray, en- 
_ tixely doubted of its exiſtence. From the beſſ 
accounts, however, we have of it, the body is 
chick and long, the legs ſhort; it is black along 
the back, and of a reddiſh brown on the ſides; 
its fur is held in the higheſt eſtimation, for its 
foftneſs and beautiful gloſs; the tail is buſhy, 
ke * of the vue but rather ſhortex ; 5 and 


* 
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iw legs and claws better fitted zer elimbimg © 


trees, than for running along the ground. 
| Thus far it entirely reſembles the weaſel; and 
ts e eee eee 
and not by purſuit. 0 


Scarce any of the animals with Wort legs 
and long bodies, purſue their prey; but, know- | 


ſwiftneſs, either oreep upon it in its retreats, or 


wait in ambuſh, and ſeize it with a bound. 


The glutton, from the make of its legs, und 


the length of its body, muſt be particularby 


flow; and, confequently, its only reſonrce is 

in taking its prey by ſurprize. All the veſt of 
the weaſel kind, from the ſmallneſs af their 
e, are better fitted for a liſe of inſidlious ra- 


branches of trees, and hide themſelves with eaſe 


to follow ſmall prey into their retrents; nor 


would ſuch, even if obtained, be ſuffeient to 


ſuſtain it. For theſe reaſoms, therefore, this 
unimal ſeems naturally compelled to the life for 
which it has Jong been remarkable. Its ooly 


reſduroe is to chimb n tree, which it docs with 


great caſo, and there it waits with patience until 


. j 
— Ie cl eerie, 


pine than this; they can purſue their ꝓrey into 


under the leaves: but the glutton is too large 
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which it darts down with unerring certainty; 
and deſtroys it. 
It is chiefly in North Amierica that this vo- 
racious creature is ſeen lurking among the thick 
branches of trees, in order to ſurprize the 
deer, with which the extenſive foreſts of that 
part of the world abound. Endued with a 
degree of patience equal to its rapacity, the 
glutton fingles out ſuch trees as it obſerves 


.marked by the teeth or the antlers of the deer; 


and is known to remain there watching for 
- ſeveral days together. If it has fixed upon a 
wrong tree, and finds that the deer have either 


left that part of the country, or cautiouſly ſhun 
the place, it reluctantly deſcends, purſues the 


_ beaver to its retreat, or even ventures into the 


water in purſuit of fiſhes. But if it happens 


that, by long attention, and Keeping cloſe, at 
laſt the elk or the rein-deer happens to paſs 
that way, it af once darts down upon them, 
Kicks its claws between their ſhoulders, and 
remains there unalterably firm. It is in vain 
that the large frighted animal increaſes its ſpeed, 
or threatens with its branching horns; the glut- 
ton having taken poſſeſſion of its poſt, nothing 
can drive it off; its enormous prey drives ra- 
pidly along amongſt the thickeſt wood, rubs 

itſelf againſt the largeſt trees, and tears down 


? 
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the branches with its expanded horns; but ſtill 
its inſatiable foe ſticks behind, eating its neck, 
and digging its paſſage to the great blood-veſſels 
that lie in that part. Travellers who wander 
through thoſe deſerts, often ſee pieces of the 
glutton's ſkin ſticking to the trees, againſt 
which it was rubbed by the deer. But the 
- animal's voracity is greater than its feelings, 
and it never ſeizes without bringing down its 
prey. When, therefore, the deer, wounded, 
and feeble with the loſs of blood, falls; the 
glutton is ſeen to make up for. its former ab- 
ſtinence, by its preſent voracity. As it is not 
poſſeſſed of a feaſt of this kind every day, it 
reſolves to lay in a ſtore to ſerve it for a good 
while to come. It is indeed amazing how much 
one of theſe animals can eat at a time! That 
which was ſeen by Mr. Klein, although without 
exerciſe or air, although taken from its native | ( 19 
climate, and enjoying but an indifferent ſtate | 
of health, was yet ſeen to eat thirteen pounds þ 
of fleſh every day, and yet remained unſatisfied. | 
We may, therefore, eaſily conceive how much | 
more it muſt devour at once, after a long faſt, | 
of a food of its own procuring, and in the 
climate moſt natural to its conſtitution. We 
are told, accordingly, that from being a lank 
thin animal, which it naturally is, it then gorges 


* af Tp 
200 "5 Ir rei ag a TRE — —— — 


ED queſt of another adventure. 


3 br chat cannot eſcape it, ex- 


5 de beaver's Houle, as at hut the it never rs 


” * 6 | ANIMALS OF ea 


In ſuch guumtities, that its belly is ditended, 
and its whole figure ſcems to aer. Thus vo- 
racivuſſy it continues eating till, ineapable of 
any other animal function, it lies totally torpid 
by the animal it has killed ; and in this fiveation 
Tontinues for two or three days. In this loath- 
ſome and helpleſs ſtate it finds its chief pro- 
cection from its horrid ſmell; which few ani- 
mals care to come near“; ſo that it continues 
eating and ſleeping till Its prey be devoured, | 
- bones and all; and then it mounts a "gg in 


IT be glutton, like mary others of the wealel 
Kind, ſeems to prefer the moſt putrid fleſh to 
that newly killed ; and ſuch is the voradiouſ- 

_ meſs of this hateful oreature, that, if its ſwiſtneſs 

und ſtrength were equaltoits rapaciry, it would 

| 1 foreſt of every other living crea- 

But, fortunately, it is fo flow that there 


"cept che beaver. This, therefore, it very fre- 
"-queritly purſues upon land; but the beaver ge- 
nerally makes good its retreut by taking to the 
wWuter, Where the glutton has no chance to ſue- 
red. This purſuit only happens in ſummer; | 
Ir in the winter all that remains is to attack 


* Theis) dens. p- 67. 
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om home. This Ane however, ſeldom 
ſucceeds; for the beaver has a covert way bored 


under the ice, and the glutton has only the 
| trouble and diſappointment | . dbeking of. 
empty nnn # 


A life of neceffity generally ——_ a chi > 


fertile invention. The glutton, continually 
preſſed by the call of appetite, and having 


neither ſwiftnefs nor activity to ſatisfy it, is 


obliged to make up by ſtratagem the defects of 
Nature. It is often ſeen to examine the traps 


and the ſnares laid for other animals, in order 


to anticipate the fowlers. It is ſaid to practiſe a 
thouſand arts to procure its prey, to ſteal upon 
the retreats of the rein-deer, the fleſh of Which 

animal it loves in preference to all others; to lie 
in wait for ſuch animals as have been maimed 


by the hunters; to purſue the iſatis while it is 


| hunting for itſelf; and when that animal has 


run down its prey, to come in and ſeize upon 


the whole, and ſometimes to devour even its 


poor proyider; when theſe purſuits fail, even to 


_ dig up the graves, and fall upon the bodies in- 
- terred there, devouring them bones and all. For 
theſe reaſons, the natives of the countries where 


the glutton inhabits, hold it in utter deteſtation, 


and uſaally term it the yulture of Shad kupeden a 


And yet, it is extraordinary enough, that, being 
o | ne 
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ſo very obnoxious to man, it does not. Gan to 
far him. We are told by Gemelin of one of 
theſe coming up boldly and calmly where there 
were ſeveral perſons at work, without teſtifying 
the ſmalleſt apprehenfion, or attempting to run 
until it had received ſeveral blows, that at laſt 
totally diſabled it. In all probability it came 
among them ſeeking its prey; and, having 
been uſed to attack animals of inferior ſtrength, 
it had no idea of a force ſuperior to its own. 
The glutton, like all the reſt of its kind, is a 

ſolitary animal; and is never ſeen in company 
except with its female, with which it couples 
in the midſt of winter. The latter goes with 
young about four months, and brings forth two 
or three at a time f. They burrow in holes 
as the weaſel; and the male and female are ge- 
nerally found together, both equally reſolute 
in defence of their young. Upon this occaſion 

the boldeſt dogs are afraid to approach them; 
they fight obſtinately, and bite moſt cruelly. 
However, as they are unable to eſcape by 
flight, the hunters come to the affiſtance 'of 
the dogs, and eaſily overpower them, Their 
fleſh, it may readily be ſappoſed, is not fit to. be 
eaten; but the ſkihs amply recompence the 
hunters for their toil and danger. The fur has 


.. * Buffon, + Linnzi Syſtem. p. 67. 
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the moſt beautiful luſtre that can be imagined, 


and 1s preferred before all others, except that 


of the Siberian fox, or the ſable. Among other 
peculiarities of this animal, Linnæus informs 


us, that it is very difficult to be ſkinned; but 


from what cauſe, whether its abominable ſtench, _ 
or the ſkin's tenacity to the fleſh, he has not 


thought * to inform us. 5 
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